Timely Torah, Sunday October 9t 2022, Erev Sukkos 5783

The Festival without a Commemration

1. Vayikra 23:42-43

2. TB Sukkah 11b
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Potential Answers

3. lbn Ezra, ad loc.
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4. Tur OC 628:1
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Vilna Gaon — Two Sets of Clouds

5. Vilna Gaon, Shir Hashirim 1:4
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Nissan lyar Sivan  Tamuz Av Elul Tishrei

15 Nissan 6 Sivan 17 Tamuz 1 Elul 10 Tishrei
Yetzias Matan Torah Egel Hazahav Moshe goes  Forgiveness and
Mitzrayim (B) (Q) back up second Luchos
(A) (D) (E)

Women and the Sukkah

6. TB Pesachim 108a-b
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7. Tosfos, ad loc.
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Support for this Idea

8. Shmos 32:25
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Moses saw that the people were out of control—since Aaron had let them get out of control—so
that they were a menace to any who might oppose them.

9. Rashi, ad loc.
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Rabbi Moshe Shapiro — revealed indicates something was removed. What came in the zechus of
Aharon? The clouds, so because of Aharon the clouds were stripped away.

The Problem

10. Nechemiah 9:7-19
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7 Thou art the LORD the God, who didst choose Abram, and
broughtest him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the
name of Abraham;
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8 and foundest his heart faithful before Thee, and madest a
covenant with him to give the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the
Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the Jebusite, and the Girgashite,
even to give it unto his seed, and hast performed Thy words; for
Thou art righteous;
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9 And Thou sawest the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, and
heardest their cry by the Red Sea;
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10 and didst show signs and wonders upon Pharaoh, and on all his
servants, and on all the people of his land; for Thou knewest that
they dealt proudly against them; and didst get Thee a name, as it is
this day.
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11 And Thou didst divide the sea before them, so that they went
through the midst of the sea on the dry land; and their pursuers
Thou didst cast into the depths, as a stone into the mighty waters.
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12 Moreover in a pillar of cloud Thou didst lead them by day; and
in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light in the way wherein
they should go.
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13 Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spokest with
them from heaven, and gavest them right ordinances and laws of
truth, good statutes and commandments;
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14 and madest known unto them Thy holy sabbath, and didst
command them commandments, and statutes, and a law, by the
hand of Moses Thy servant;
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15 and gavest them bread from heaven for their hunger, and
broughtest forth water for them out of the rock for their thirst, and
didst command them that they should go in to possess the land
which Thou hadst lifted up Thy hand to give them.
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16 But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their neck,
and hearkened not to Thy commandments,
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17 and refused to hearken, neither were mindful of Thy wonders
that Thou didst among them; but hardened their neck, and in their
rebellion appointed a captain to return to their bondage; but Thou
art a God ready to pardon, gracious and full of compassion, slow to
anger, and plenteous in mercy, and forsookest them not.
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18 Yea, when they had made them a molten calf, and said: 'This is
thy God that brought thee up out of Egypt, and had wrought great
provocations;
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19 yet Thou in Thy manifold mercies forsookest them not in the
wilderness; the pillar of cloud departed not from over them by day,
to lead them in the way; neither the pillar of fire by night, to show
them light, and the way wherein they should go.

11. Shmos 34:10
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[God] said: I hereby make a covenant. Before all your people I will work such wonders as have
not been wrought on all the earth or in any nation; and all the people who are with you* shall
see how awesome are 'n’s deeds which I will perform for you.

12. Aderes Eliyahu, end of Ki Tisa
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Different Types of Clouds

Cloud 1: Guidance
13. Shmos 13:21
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H’ went before them in a pillar of cloud by day, to guide them along the way, and in a pillar of
fire by night, to give them light, that they might travel day and night.

Cloud 2: Insight
14. TB Shabbos 22b
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Rav Sheshet raised an objection from that which was taught in a baraita. With regard to the
Temple candelabrum, it is stated: “Outside the veil of the testimony, in the Tent of Meeting,
shall Aaron order it from evening to morning before the Lord continually; it shall be a statute
forever throughout your generations” (Leviticus 24:3). It must be understood: And does God
require its light for illumination at night? Didn’t the children of Israel, all forty years that
they walked in the wilderness, walk exclusively by His light, the pillar of fire? Rather, the
lighting of the candelabrum is testimony to mankind that the Divine Presence rests among
Israel. The Gemara asks: What is this testimony? Rav said: That is the westernmost lamp
in the candelabrum in which the measure of oil placed was the same measure of oil as was
placed in the other lamps, and nevertheless he would light the others from it each day and
with it he would conclude, i.e., the westernmost lamp would continue burning throughout the
day after all the others were extinguished. The rest of the lamps burned only at night, and each
night he would relight the rest of the lamps from the westernmost lamp.

15. Tosfos, ad loc.
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