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Travails of Faith: The Test of All Tests
1. Bereishit Ch. 22:1-2
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(1) Some time afterward, God put Abraham to the test. He said to him, “Abraham,” and he answered, “Here lam.” (2) And He
said, “Take your son, your favored one, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering
on one of the heights that | will point out to you.”
Rashi (R. Shlomo b. Yitzchak, France, 1040-1105) on Genesis 22
(1) AFTER THESE THINGS [or, WORDS] —Some of our Rabbis say (Sanhedrin 89b) that it means after the words of Satan who
denounced Abraham saying, “0f all the banquets which Abraham prepared not a single bullock nor a single ram did he bring as a
sacrifice to You . God replied to him, “Does he do anything at all except for his son’s sake? Yet if | were to bid him, “Sacrifice him
toMe”, he would not refuse”. Others say that it means “after the words of Ishmael” who boasted to Isaac that he had been
circumcised when he was thirteen years old without resisting. Isaac replied to him, “You think to intimidate me by mentioning
the loss of one part of the body! If the Holy One, blessed be He, were to tell me, “Sacrifice yourself to Me” | would not refuse”.

Until that point, he had felt distressed about things that were extraneous to his own being, in case there might result a
subversion of God's glory. When, however, Sarah said to him, “Drive out this maidservant her son,” and God supported her...
then Abraham felt very anxious, since he saw that even in the very seed of his loins there was a force that might subvert God's
glory... But when Avimelekh and Phikhol told him, “God is with you in all that you do”... includes even these marginal products of
his life, Ishmael as opposed to Isaac--these too are good...then, he was consoled and said, ‘As a proof that | dug this well” --
that is, “that | was the first person through whom God's glory was made famous in the world, and who conditioned people to
call out in the name of God, God of the world.” And he planted an esfel... and consoled himself that God was with him. After
that, there rose in his mind another anxiety--How could a human being boast about such a thing? And therefore it is said, “And
Abraham sojourned in the land of the Philistines many days,” on which the midrash... that days of distress are called “many
days”. Therefore, he had the trial of the Akedah, so that he should begin to evaluate himself and to evaluate all the preceding
trials. On this trial depended all the others, and he might have lost all of them, God forbid... But when he saw that it lay in his
power to deliver everything to God, then he understood that in everything that he had undergone till now he had done the will
of God™

4. Olat Ra’Aya (R. AY Kook, Israel, 1865-1935), vol. 1 p. 270
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' The Midrash took note of the identical expression... Which of these experiences was the more trying, the first or the last? Which was more heroic, to break with one’s
ancestral home and family, or to sacrifice one’s son? Which ties were more meaningful to Abraham, the ties with his past or his future? Abraham s Journey, p. 74

2 “The Ishbitzer here portrays the dialectical tension characterizing Abraham’s life. After early episodes, such as the battle to save Lot from the four kings, or Abraham’s
prayer of intercession for Sodom, he finds himself vulnerable to radical doubts about the ultimate rightness of his generous impulses. The question, “What (who) will
come of it?"-- good or evil - is never finally resolved, and Abraham experiences all the anguish of indeterminacy in his evaluation of his own acts.” Zornberg, p. 115
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8. Bereishit Ch. 22:3-6
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(3) So early next mornlng Abraham saddled his ass and took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. He split the wood for
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the burnt offering, and he set out for the place of which God had told him. (4) On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the
place from afar. (5) Then Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here with the ass. The boy and | will go up there; we will
worship and we will return to you.” (6) Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and put it on his son Isaac. He himself took
the firestone and the knife; and the two walked off together.
9. Rashi (R. Shlomo b. Yitzchak, France, 1040-1105) 22:4
On the third day: Why did He delay from showing it to him immediately? So that people should not say that He confused and
confounded him suddenly and deranged his mind, and if he had had time to think it over, he wouldn't have done it.
10. Moreh Nevukhim (R. Moses b. Maimon, Egypt, 1135-1204), pt. 3, Ch. 24
If the act by which he showed his readiness to Rill his son had taken place immediately when he received the commandment, it
might have been the result of confusion and not of consideration. But the fact that he performed it three days after he had
received the commandment, proves the presence of thought, proper consideration, and careful examination of what is due to
the Divine command and what is in accordance with the love and fear of God®. There is no necessity to look for the presence of
any other idea or of anything that might have affected his emotions. For Abraham did not hasten to Rill Isaac out of fear that
God might slay him or make him poor, but solely because it is man's duty to love and to fear God, even without hope of reward
or fear of punishment.
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12. Rav Yaakov Moshe Charlap (quoted in Itturei Torah p. 159)

TNX 72 7V1,1000 IRX'Y 190N |'X7 NI K121 7D 7V OX D, T2 17 70 10 KT PRyt 7y mnn pw
NTI WX 9'PNT7 'WIIRD 7OUN NR7LIT'N 102 7N 7Y DNMY NN NIND X7 12271 'vn nn 0nn
DIV TIMYy'* X71 Ty X7 N7 |1'01,0712 DX TIRY7 170 17'X21,N7XD 1112 [INN 1101 DYTY] TAX YAy
.071ya DTN

13. Bereishit Ch. 22:7-8
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(7) Thensaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he answered, “Yes, my son.” And he said, " ‘Here are the F restone and
the wood; but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” (8) And Abraham said, “God will see to the sheep for His burnt
offering, my son.” And the two of them walked on together.

14. HaAmek Davar (R. Naftali Berlin, Poland, 19th c.), Bereishit 22.7
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R. Meir says: It is written: "And you shall love the L-rd your G-d with all your heart.” Love him with all your heart, as did Abraham
our father, as it is written (Isaiah 41:2) "Avraham, My lover," and (Nechemiah 9:8) "and You found his heart faithful before You."
"and with all your soul": as Isaac, who offered himself to be bound upon the altar.
17. Bereishit Ch. 22:9-10
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(9) They arrived at the place of which God had told him. Abraham built an altar there; he [aid out the wood; he bound his son
Isaac; he laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. (10) And Abraham picked up the knife to slay his son.
18. Rashi (R. Shlomo b. Yitzchak, France, 11th c.), Bereishit 22:10
Another explanation: This [nife] was n'72xn because the people of Israel still eat (n*'72ix) the reward given for it.
19. Sefat Emet (R. Yehuda Leib Alter, Poland, 19th c.), Vayera 7721
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20. Asicha (R. Aryeh Hendler, Israel), p. 31
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21. Olat Ra’Aya (R. AY Kook, Israel, 1865-1935), vol. 1
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22. Rambam Hilchot Beit HaBechira 2:2
It is universally accepted that the place on which David and Solomon built the Altar, the threshing floor of Ornan, is the location
where Abraham built the Altar on which he prepared Isaac for sacrifice. Noah built [an altar] on that location when he left the
ark. It was also [the place] of the Altar on which Cain and Abel brought sacrifices. [Similarly,] Adam, the first man, offered a
sacrifice there and was created at that very spot, as our Sages said: "Man was created from the place where he [would find]
atonement.”
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23. Bereishit Ch. 22:11-12
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(11) Then an angel of the LORD called to h|m from heaven Abraham| Abraham!” And he answered, “Herelam.” (12) And he
said, “Do not raise your hand against the boy, or do anything to him. For now | know that you fear God, since you have not
withheld your son, your favored one, from Me.”

24. Rabbi Moshe Alshich (Israel, 16th c.), Bereishit 22:11

%Y1 pwna ni¥na oy A TV D ,NNN DY NN Nj7'90N K7
25. Sichot L’Sefer Bereishit (R. Avigdor Nebenzal, Israel), p. 70-71
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27. Bereishit Ch. 22:13-14
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(13) When Abraham looked up, his eye fell upori aram, caught in the thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram
and offered it up as a burnt offering in place of his son. (14) And Abraham named that site Adonai-yireh, whence the present

saying, “On the mount of the LORD there is vision.”

28. Mishna, Avot 5:6; Rambam Commentary
Ten things were created on the eve of the [first] Shabbat at twilight... And some say... the ram of Abraham, our father.

Rambam: He placed into [their] nature that they should do everything that they would do [in the future] - whether they be
things that would happen constantly, that being a natural thing; or whether it be [something unusual], that being a miracle.
29. Aderet Eliyahu (R. Eliyahu Kramer, Vilna, 17th c.)
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31. Bereishit Ch. 22:15-18
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(15) The angel of the LORD called to Abrahamasecond time from heaven (16) and said, “By Myself Iswear the LORD declares:
Because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your favored one, (17) | will bestow My blessing upon you and
make your descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven and the sands on the seashore; and your descendants shall seize
the gates of their foes. (18) All the nations of the earth shall bless themselves by your descendants, because you have obeyed
My command.”
32. Ramban (R. Moshe b. Nachman, Spain, 13th c.), Bereishit 22:1
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33. Sefat Emet (R. Aryeh Leib Alter, Poland, 19th c.), Vayera
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34. Bereishit Ch. 22:19
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(19) Abraham then returned to his servants, and they departed together for Beer sheba; and Abraham stayed in Beer-sheba.

Ramban (R. Moshe b. Nachman, Spain-Israel, 1194-1270), Bereishit 2
And God tested Avraham: The issue of this test is, in my opinion, shows that a person has the absolute authority to performan
action; one can do what they want, and not do what one doesn't want. It is called a "nissayon” [test] for the individual being
tested [e.g., Avraham], but the blessed Tester will command him to bring out the thing from ability to actuality, giving a
reward for a good action and not just a reward for a good heart. Know that "Hashem trieth the righteous” (Psalms 11:5): when
He knows that a righteous person will act according to His will, but still seeks [that person to act with] their righteousness, He
will command him to a test. But He does not test the wicked, since they would anyways not hear. And behold, every test in the
Torahiis for the good of the one being tested

35. Emunat Itecha (R. Wolfson, USA), p. 56
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