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3. Dafyomi.co.il :LEARNING TORAH IN PLACE OF OFFERING KORBANOS
What exactly is the difference between the way Reish Lakish understands the verse and the way Rava understands it?
(a) RASHI (DH Ein Tzarich) explains Rava’s opinion. He says that Rava learns that the letter »Lamed” at the beginning of each word
teaches that learning Torah is done instead of bringing a Korban, and not that it is considered as though one brought the Korban. The
Torah has the ability to atone for one’s sins without being a form of Korban.
It seems that Rashi understands that Reish Lakish is saying that learning Torah atones for one’s sins because one who learns Torah is
considered as though he has brought a Korban.
(b) The MAHARSHA explains that Rava is saying that learning Torah has a stronger effect than Korbanos. Not only does learning
Torah act like a Korban and attain atonement for those who have sinned, it also helps protect the person from sinning in the future, as
the Gemara in Sotah (21a) states. According to the Maharsha, it is unlikely that Reish Lakish would disagree with Rava’s statement.
However, it is possible that Reish Lakish maintains that this element of learning Torah cannot be inferred from the verse.
(c) The YAD DAVID explains that Reish Lakish and Rava disagree about whether a person who learns Torah when the Beis
ha’Mikdash is standing is considered to have brought a Korban. According to Reish Lakish, learning Torah achieves an atonement
similar to that achieved by bringing a Korban only during a time when there is no Beis ha’-Mikdash and one cannot bring a real Korban.
According to Rava, even when the Beis ha'Mikdash is standing, learning Torah atones exactly as if one had brought a Korban.
A similar approach is given to explain the comments of RASHI on the Chumash. In the beginning of Parshas Tzav (Vayikra é: 2), Rashi
asks why Hash-m told Moshe Rabeinu to "command” (" Tzav”) Aharon and his sons about the Korban Olah. Rashi quotes Rebbi
Shimon who says that Hash-m told Moshe to "command” Aharon because of the need to encourage the Kohanim about something
which entails a monetary loss. However, it is not clear exactly what monetary loss to the Kohanim is involved with bringing a Korban
Olah. Although the Kohanim do not receive any meat from a Korban Olah, the Kohanim still receive the hide of each Olah.
The GAN RAVEH (Parshas Tzav) quotes the BINYAN ARIEL who says that Hash-m was telling Moshe, #Tzav Es Aharon v’Es
Banav Leimor Zos Toras ha’Olah” -- "Command Aharon and his sons ¢o say that this is the Law of the Olah.” These words, "to say that
this is the Law of the Olah,” mean that the Kohanim should make sure that they teach the people that whenever they learn the laws of
the Korban, it is as if they have offered an Olah, even though telling this to the people will surely decrease the number of Korbanos
brought to the Beis ha-Mikdash! This is the monetary loss that the Kohanim will suffer as a result of »Zos Toras ha’Olah.”
The Binyan Ariel, like the Yad David, clearly understands that this merit of learning Torah applies even in the times of the Beis
ha’Mikdash. (See another explanation in the Yad David in the name of the MAHARIT.)
(d) The ZEVACH TODAH understands Rava in the opposite manner. He explains that Rava agrees that when the Beis ha’Mikdash is
standing, one must bring the Korbanos in the manner described by the Torah, and one cannot gain the same degree of atonement
through learning Torah. However, this is not because learning Torah is a lower form of Mitzvah. On the contrary, learning Torah
corrects the imperfections in one’s soul more than the bringing of a Korban, and this is why one who learns Torah does not need to bring
Korbanos when there is no Beis ha'Mikdash. (Y. MONTROSE)
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