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And it was only divided by lot, for [the Torah] states: “Only [the land
sl.lall be divided] by lot” Numbers (ad. loc.). It was only divided by [the
direction of] the urim v’tummim . For [the Torah] states: “According to
the lot” Numbers (ad. loc.). How [was this done]? Eleazar wore the urim
v’tumrfu'm, while Joshua and all Israel stood before him [Eleazar]. An urn
[contz_uning the names] of the tribes, and an urn containing |[the
descrlptions] of the boundaries were placed before him [Eleazar].
‘I‘nspxred lfy rua{t ha-kodesh (the Divine spirit) he [Eleazar] exclaimed:
-Zebulun Is coming up [drawn out of the urn of tribes] and the boundary
lines of Acco are coming up [from the urn of boundaries] with it.” He
[Eleazar] shook well the urn of the tribes and Zebulun came up in his
lfand. He than shook well the urn of the boundaries and the boundary
lines of Acco came up in his hand. Inspired again by ruah ha-kodesh. he
[E.leazar] exclaimed: “Naphtali is coming up [drawn out of the un; of
tribes] and the boundary lines of Ginnosar are coming up [from the urn
of boundaries] with it.” He [Eleazar] shook well the urn of the tribes and
Naphtali came up in his hand. He than shook well the urn of the
boundaries and the boundary lines of Ginnosar came up in his hand, And
so [was the procedure with every] other tribe. '
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Rabad of Posquieres by: Rabbi Dr. Isadore Twersky (18

by historical precedent, therefore, there is no reason to expect {;cll:g;c;g
usage to harbor special esoteric beliefs or mystical notions. These
phrases, rooted in traditional Scriptural idiom, were quite conventional

It should also be observed that the term sod (secret) by itself was a;
s'tandard designation for an original, hitherto “concealed” interpreta-
tion, entirely devoid of kabbalistic overtones,

On one occasion Rabad refers explicitly to the “appearance of the
holy spl.rlt” in the house of study. This would seem at first sight to be
2 conscious, meaningful variation of the standard reference to heaven
a:nd, consequently, most troublesoime for 2 nonliteral interpretation
Yet, my contention about the metaphorical value of this entire family o%
phrases applies in great measure to this as well. The “appearance of
the holy spirit” was not rare stylistically.’® Moreover, inasmuch as
thfare are explicit Talmudic sayings that the holy spirit ceased to appear
this usage is at least partly, if not totally, figurative 56 Rabad’s immediat;
successors—and fellow kabbalists—did not take this, or other phrases
literally. l
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And more than anything, this is his [Vilan Gaon] greamess and his awesomeness, for he only
revealed his soul to feel the goodness which is only felt when it toils with the struggles of
wisdom, knowledge, and intclligence. Ouly after his great struggles [for Torah knowledge] and
when the heavens had mercy upon him and revealed to him the wellsprings of knowledge known
as ra'dyr and the deep secrets this allowed him fo attain the knowledge of Tiferet Elokim,
However, except for this [Jearning of kabbalah] his soul was not interested [in the angels teaching
him Torah]. When they [the angels] wanted to tell him from the heavens the pearls of wisdom of
Torah without him having 1o struggle and toil, and to be told the secrets of up High through the
angels who have mastered the mysteries and the princes of Torah, he did not pay attention to them
and distanced himself from them.

For I heard many times from the mouth of the holy one [Vilna Gaon] that many times Magidim
from the heavens came down and were willing to share with him the secrets of Torah without any
need for him to struggle. He did not give his ear [pay attention] to them. One of the magidim was
very obstinate, with all this he did not [ook at the angels’ great vision. He [Vilna Gaon] answered
the angel and said, “ I do not want that my knowledge of God’s Torah be communicated by any
type of medium. Only what my eyes should be able to perceive [the wisdom of Torah] according
to what God wishes to reveal to me [through my studies]. God should give me a portion in His
Torah through my toils, struggles which I pursue with all my strength. God should give me the
wisdom from the mouth of Da’ar and Tevunah and God should give me a heart that understands
and my kidneys should be like two foundations. I should know that I have find favor in His eyes.
AlLT want is to be the worm that is in His mouth. The information that is provided by the angels,
Magidim and the officers of the Torah for which T do not struggle for, and is not from my
wisdom, I have no desire in them.”
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