SEFERPBEREISHIS: ASTUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY

THE NEW COVENANT AND THE RAINBOW

(N)
Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (Bereishis 9:8)
What God had said above as His decision 13% 9&_ here He assures mankind as a "33 to Man and his world

as an unalterable provision, and is revealed as the motive for the natural order of things which from now
onwards is to prevail.
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Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch (Bereishis 9:15)

The sign is a reversed weapon, a bow with the string towards the earth, so that it should shoot away from the

earth, accordingly a sign of peace, no more arrows from heaven. Its appearance is that of an arc joining the
earth to heaven, accordingly a bond between heaven and earth. The phenomenon is itself woven from light
and water. In the midst of the overcast threatening clouds it announces the presence of light, is accordingly a

reminder that in the midst of God’s threatened wrath His persevering grace is still there.

Rav Ahron Soloveichik, The Warmth and the Light

What does the rainbow symoblize ... it symbolizes the diversity of mankind. The rainbow is the result of the
refraction of the sun’s rays. Through this process a single, white light is divided into its components and the
entire spectrum of colors becomes visible ... The rainbow is symbolic of diversity. Hope for mankind does

not lie in strict uniformity. It is true that every man is created as a pure, white ray. As time passes, however, he
is forced into various predicaments and clashes which bring about differences between him and his fellow
man. The beauty of life lies in these very differences...

Aside from its dazzling array of colors, the rainbow is also characterized by its semicircular shape. Rav

Yehoshua of Kutna (Sefer Yeshuos Malko), focusing on this aspect of the rainbow, offers another reason for
God’s selecting it as a token of His relationship with mankind. Prior to the flood, he says, God did not
impede man from doing whatever he pleases. However, after the flood God limited man’s free will. He did
not want man to have the ability to cause so much harm and evil as he previously had. This is symbolized by
the semicircular arch of the rainbow. While in a complete circle on can revolve around and around ad
infinitum, in a semicircle a limit is imposed. God, recognizing the nature of His world, utilized the rainbow - a
phenomenon stressing both beauty of diversity as well as the concept of limitation - as the token of His bris
with mankind.




