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THE FLOOD BEGINS

R. Shimshon Rafael Hirsch (Bereishis 7:10)

We are now given an exact account, with dates of the actual occurrence, how everything happened precisely
as it had been previously announced. This raises the whole catastrophe out of the realm of the blind workings
of the forces of nature and it stamps it with the free-willed administration of the Divine Providence. In the
same way we find later on the miracles of Egypt being always announced before they happened. Here the
worlds of Nature and of mankind are shown to be under the government of One Single Lord and Master. In
opposition to the non-Jewish view, which sees in the flood only the result of the blind natural forces, here we
have the record of Noah showing us two powers in the faithful obedience to the Will of God, on the one
hand Noah and on the other unreasoning Nature.
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Here Man appears in his highest dignity. The whole animal world comes to him as its savior and preserver.
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