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THE FIRST MITZVAH?

(aix r"n) m"anxl zeevnd xtq
 diaxe dixt zevn `id z`fe oind miiwl oiekle zeaxle zextl epevy `id a"ixd devndedlrzi exn` `ede

eaxe ext (` 'iy`xa).

(` 'vn) jepigd xtq
 .eaxe ext miwl` mdl xn`ie miwl` mze` jxaie xn`py ,diaxe dixt zevn `ide zg` dyr devn ea yiiyxyn

ayein mlerdy ick ef devnddiryi) "dxvi zayl d`xa edz `l" aizkck ,eaeyia utg `ed jexa mydy ,
 .(gi:dnzxyd ik`lnl `le epzip mc` ipal ik ,mlera zeevnd lk zniiwzn dzaqay dlecb devn `ide.

(:dq) zenai 'nb
ziy`xa+ :xne` `ed mdipy lr ,xne` dwexa oa opgei iax ;dy`d `l la` ,diaxe dixt lr deevn yi`d .'ipzn

 .eaxe ext [midl`] mdl xn`ie midl` mze` jxaie +'`
ux`d z` e`lne +'` ziy`xa+ :`xw xn` ,oerny 'xa xfrl` 'x meyn `rli` 'x xn` ?ilin ipd `pn .'nb

 yakl dkxc dy` oi`e ,yakl ekxc yi` ,deyake

(ek:` ziy`xa) `xfr oa`
dkxa mc`a diaxe dixt zlne `id l"f epipencw dewizrd devn `id wx ,mind z`ixaa enk xkf weqtd df enye

xacl 

(gk:` ziy`xa) w"cx
lEc ¦bd `id diaxde dcledd `id dixtd . . . mibca aezky enke "jxaie" xne`y enk dkxa `idy t"r`e ,epzeax

mc` ipal eknq l"f"diaxe dixt lr deevn dy`d oi`e diaxe dixt lr deevn yi`d" :exn`e 

(`i 'nr `"g) `"hily o`niiq a"xdl jexa ixn` xtq
l"vf jy on mgpn xfrl` 'x b"dxd ly eizeaxn ,l"vf xnvxw uxid ilztp 'x b"dxdl zeevnd mrep 'qa 'wk oke

 ,eaxe ext oeyld xn`p orl ik (` 'vn)mlera eaxziy zeevnd lr xn`p eaxe ,mipad ly mitebd lr xn`p extc
zeevne dxeza mkpgiy i"r ,mipad ze`vnra.

(`le d"c :dq zenai) zetqez
 eaxe ext xn`w oey`xd mc`lc b"r`devnl `le `nlra dkxa `edd .

(gk:` ziy`xa) o"anx
 - midl` mze` jxaiemidl` mdl xn`ie da aezk jkitl ,ynn dkxa efmze` jxaie" aezk dlrnl la` ,

:mikxean ea eidiy cg` xeac `l ,dclezd gk mda ozpy xn`nd `id dkxady yxti ",xn`l midl`

(gk:` ziy`xa) iiga epax
mze` jxaie" xne` did ,jlede xikfny diaxe dixt ly dkxad "mze` jxaie" xn`y zg` dkxa dzid `l`



 ,mibca xn`y enk "eaxe ext xn`l miwel``id efd dkxad ik yxtl yi "miwel` xn`ie" xnel xfgy itl la`
zxg` dkxa diaxe dixt zkxae ,dnvr iptaxy` xinnd gkd jxay `id dpey`x dkxa :od zekxa izy ik . . . 

 mc`d sebaytpae seba mlerl ig mc`d didiy ickzkxaa mkxa - "miwl` mze` jxaie" xn` ef dkxa lre . . . 
 . . . miwel`k miigvp  miniiw da eidiy 'elk ,miwl`diaxe dixt zevn `id dipy dkxaxn`ie"  xn`y `ede ,

 miwl` my ea xikfde ".eaxe ext miwl` mdlmiwl`l mc`d szzyi dfa ikyi oitzey dyly l"fx eyxce . . .  
 `ed devnd mrhe .en`e eia` d"awd ,mc`acearle e`xea xikdl ick zilkyd ytp lawl dpkd dcledd didzy

ezcear . . . zendak zezyle lek`le mlerd ayiil ick `edy miryxd zpeekk `l . . . 

(jxaie d"c my ziy`xa) l`paxa`
 epiaxe . . . dcledl gkd zpizp `ide zeterde  mibcd zkxak x"eta mc`d zkxa dzidy r"a`xa ayg'k miqip

dkxad `id mid zbca ecxe exn`ae .devn `ed x"et exn` ik ,devne dkxa llek dfd aezkdyoi`y ipira oekpde .
dlynna dkxad oi`e  . . . mda  exkfp `ly g"adn xzei dil` mc` ipa ekxhvi df dnl ik ,x"et dkxad

 ",mze` jxaie" llk jxca mdl xn` lkd lry . . . dcyd zeiga lyen dix`d mb ik ,diicxaedev dkxad ixg`e
diaxe dixt lr mze`xeara `ed z`fd devnd mrhe . . . r"pta deabd mye envr ipta xn`nd eilr `a okle ,

iptny cr ,g"a x`yk oind zxiny `l ,iyep`d zenlyd biydl lczyiy ezilkze miwl` mlva mc`d didy
dcledd lret ze`i `l ilkyd zenlyd zpigaay dide ,mz`ixaa xn`py enk edpinl ez`ixaa dxn`p `l df

 ,lkyl wifne inda lret `ed ikdf iptn dpd ,hlgda epnn wgxzdl ie`xy ik df iptn mc` mc` aeygi ile`e
wlgd ixg` k"k jynz l` jze` iz`xa miwl` mlva zeida mr xne`k dixt zevn l` ezy`e mc`d ekxved
z` el`nze eaxze extzy `l` ,jka ipevx oi` ,mlerd axgie dcledd wqtze hlgda ixngd gipzy ilkyd

ux`d.

(gk:` ziy`xa) xac wnrd
`l ieev ipa opi`y mibca k"`yne .dkxad mda miewiy ick x"eta ewqriy dxdf` ieev `ed mb .dkxal `ed mb

.jxaie `l` aizk

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik (Family Redeemed, pp.96-100)
When the Pentateuch tells us that God Blessed the animals . . .  it relates that “God blessed them, saying . . .”
(Gen 1:22). The term, “blessed, va-yevarekh” refers to an instinctive drive which finds its expression in a
directed activity. When the Bible records the creation of the plant. it did not mention anything about a
blessing . . . “Let the earth bring forth grass . . .” (Gen 1:11). There we have a statement of fact, the
propensity of the plant for multiplication . . . The unique assignment that the Bible termed “blessing,” given
by God to the animal in contradistinction to the plant . . . the latter is provided not only with the capacity but
with a drive, push, or mechanical will as well . . . The Bible spelled it out in no ambiguous terms, “Be fruitful
and multiply, fill the waters in the seas, and let the fowl multiply on the earth” (1:22). With regard to man, the
blessing of multiplication refers, as it does in the case of the animal, to the biological will which was placed at
the disposal of the species . . . While the animal remains forever at this stage . . . man was endowed with the
ability to transcend the non-reflective automatism and reach the phase of self-experience . . . Reading the
story of the creation of man carefully, we will note that the Torah used a unique term with regard to him.
While reporting about the divine blessing to the animal the Bible employs the phrase “God blessed them
saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply’” (1:22). But concerning man, a new phrase was added: “God blessed them
and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply’”(1:28). he extra words “va-yomer lahem Elokim, and God said
to them” shed a new light upon man’s role within the universe of nature . . . va-yomer implies . . . the
awakening of the personality, of an I-awareness within natural man. Through the dialogue God addresses
Himself to man; God confronts man and speaks to him, and through the conversation it suddenly begins to
dawn upon man who he is. Man is spoken to and through speech he becomes a person . . . In short, man and
animal part at the crossroads at which God’s blessing was imparted to them.


