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Netanyahu Urges ‘Mass Immigration’ of Jews From Europe

By ISABEL KERSHNERFEB. 15, 2015

JERUSALEM — Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israelsaid on Sunday that his
government was encouraging a “mass immigration” of Jews from Europe, reopening a
contentious debate about Israel’s role at a challenging time for European Jews and a
month before Israel’s national elections.

Speaking the morning after a Jewish guard was fatally shot outside a synagogue in
Copenhagen in one of two attacks there, the remarks echoed a similar call by the prime
minister inviting France’s Jews to move to Israel after last month’s attacks in Paris.
Critics said then that the expression of such sentiments so soon after the Paris shootings
was insensitive and divisive. Such sentiments also go to the heart of the complexity of
Israel’s identity and its relationship with the Jewish communities of the diaspora, whose
support has been

) l “Jews have been murdered again on European soil only because they were Jews,” Mr.
g Y b
Netanyahu said Sunday in Jerusalem. “Of course, Jews deserve protection in every
country, but we say to Jews, to our brothers and sisters: Israel is your home,” he added.

But expressing the unease felt by many Jews abroad over such comments, Jair Melchior,
Denmark’s chief rabbi, said he was “disappointed” by Mr. Netanyahu'’s call.

“People from Denmark move to Israel because they love Israel, because of Zionism, but
not because of terrorism,” Mr. Melchior told The Associated Press on Sunday. “If the
way we deal with terror is to run somewhere else, we should all run to a deserted

island.” ,__.)

In a move that was planned before the attacks in Copenhagen — which left another man
dead when a gunman opened fire as a Swedish cartoonist who had caricatured the
Prophet Muhammad was speaking at a cafe — Mr. Netanyahu announced Sunday a $45
million government plan to encourage the absorption of immigrants from France,
Belgium and Ukraine in 2015. Israel says it has seen a significant increase in the number
of people interested in emigrating from these countries.

More than 7,000 French Jews migrated to Israel in 2014, double the number from the
year before. After the attacks in January in Paris that killed 17 people, including four
Jews in a kosher supermarket, Israel was expecting an even larger influx.

For many Israelis, more Jewish immigration is an ideal embodied in the Hebrew word
for it, aliya, which means ascent. The state was built by immigrants; its 1948 Declaration
of Independence states that Israel “will be open for Jewish immigration and for the
ingathering of the exiles.”



—p

But the question of under what conditions goes to the core of Zionism and the essence of
the principles on which the state was founded.

While some present Israel as primarily a refuge established on the ashes of the
Holocaust, many Israelis prefer to view Zionism as a more proactive realization of the
political vision of the Jewish nation.

Shlomo Avineri, an Israeli professor of political science, described Mr. Netanyahu’s call
as “an intellectual and moral mistake” and accused him of taking a populist stance for
electoral purposes.

“The legitimacy of Israel does not hinge on anti-Semitism,” said Professor Avineri, the
author of a recent book, “Herzl’s Vision,” a biography of Theodor Herzl, the founder of
modern Zionism. “It hinges on the right of the Jewish people to self-determination in
the Jewish state.” —J

While Israel should always be open to immigration, he said, the suggestion that Israel is
the only place where Jews can live safely “puts Netanyahu, and in a way Israel, on a
collision course with leaders of the democratic countries and also with the leaders of the
Jewish communities.”

P ‘Xi)parently piqued by Mr. Netanyahu’s remarks in January, President Francois

Hollande of France pledged during a speech at a Paris Holocaust memorial to protect all
of its citizens, and told French Jews: “Your place is here, in your home. France is your
country.”

On Sunday, the Danish prime minister, Helle Thorning-Schmidt, visited the
Copenhagen synagogue where the attack took place and said, “The Jewish community is
a large and integrated part of Danish society.”

For some Israeli experts, though, Mr. Netanyahu’s call was a natural expression of the
nation’s ethos.

“The raison d’étre of Israel is to create a place where Jews can have a better quality of
Jewish life,” said Avinoam Bar-Yosef, president of the Jewish People Policy Institute, a
research center in Jerusalem.

“In my view, Netanyahu is encouraging those who in any event intend to leave their
countries of origin to move to Israel and not to other places,” Mr. Bar-Yosef said,
adding, “Even if it is controversial, this is something that a prime minister of Israel
needs to do.”

Yigal Palmor, the spokesman for the Jewish Agency for Israel, which coordinates
migration to Israel, agreed, saying, “The general perception is that when Jews come
under attack, it is the prime minister’s job to remind them that Israel offers them
shelter.”




“The rest,” said Mr. Palmor, a former Israeli diplomat, “is a matter of tone and
emphasis.”

Mr. Netanyahu has again weighed in on the subject at a fraught time, when Israel’s
relations with the White House are strained over his address to a joint meeting of
Congress on Iran’s nuclear program next month, two weeks before Israeli elections on
March 17.

In an election video posted Saturday on Mr. Netanyahu’s Facebook page, the prime
minister gave a personal account of how important immigration to Israel has been for
Europe’s Jews. Talking into the camera, Mr. Netanyahu tells the story of how his
grandfather was beaten unconscious by an anti-Semitic mob at a train station “in the
heart of Europe” at the end of the 19th century.

“He pledged to himself that if he survived the night he would bring his family to the land
of Israel and help build a new future for the Jewish people in its land,” Mr. Netanyahu
said, adding, “I am standing here today as the prime minister of Israel because my
grandfather kept his promise.”
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Embattled French Jews have mixed feelings about Israel’s aliya calls

Dispute between Israeli, Diaspora Jews stems from divergent views about the
viability of Jewish life abroad
BY URIEL HEILMAN January 13, 2015, 3:21 am 23

JTA — French Jews are in a crisis. Arsonists have targeted their synagogues, terrorists have attacked
their schools and shops, and with only a few exceptions, French society has not united behind them
to stop the assaults and harassment.

The solution, according to Israel’s prime minister, is simple: Move to Israel.

I “To all the Jews of France, all the Jews of Europe, I would like to say that Israel is not just the place
in whose direction you pray; the State of Israel is your home,” Benjamin Netanyahu said Saturday in
Jerusalem. the day after an attack on a Paris kosher supermarket that killed four Jewish men.

“This week, a special team of ministers will convene to advance steps to increase immigration from
France and other countries in Europe that are suffering from terrible anti-Semitism. All Jews who
want to immigrate to Israel will be welcomed here warmly and with open arms,” he said.

But for French Jews, the answer isn’t so simple.

“The Israeli government must stop this Pavlovian response every time there is an attack against Jews
in Europe,” Rabbi Menachem Margolin, the director of the European Jewish Association, told the
Israeli news website NRGJ



“I regret that after every anti-Semitic attack in Europe. the Israeli government dispenses the same
statements about the importance of aliyah rather than take all measures ... at its disposal in order to
increase the safety of Jewish life in Europe. Every such Israeli campaign severely weakens and
damages the Jewish communities that have the right to live securely wherever they are,” the rabbi
said.

The crux of the dispute — one that is hardly limited to Netanyahu and Margolin — are divergent
views about the viability of Diaspora Jewish life.

On one side are the many Israelis who believe Diaspora Jewry has no future due to anti-Semitism
(see: France) or assimilation (see: America), and often believe that Jewish life in the Diaspora is
somehow less authentic or legitimate than Jewish life in Israel.

On the other side are many Diaspora Jews who see themselves as part and parcel of their home
countries and consider their communities vibrant expressions of Jewish life. In their view, Israeli
calls for aliyah in response to the challenges they face are offensive and counterproductive. Instead,
they believe, Isracl ought to be thinking about how it can help Diaspora Jewish communities thrive.

French President Francois Hollande and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu pose for photographers at the Elysee
Palace, Paris, Sunday, Jan. 11, 2015, (photo credit: AP/Thibault Camus)

\’T\Jetanyahu is hardly the first prime minister to ruffle feathers in the Diaspora this way. In July 2004,
then-premier Ariel Sharon irked French Jews with a similar call.

“If I have to advocate to our brothers in France, I will tell them one thing: Move to Israel as early as
possible.” Sharon told a gathering of North American Jewish federation leaders. I say that to Jews
all around the world, but there I think it’s a must and they have to move immediately.”

In response, French President Jacques Chirac told Sharon he was not welcome in France. Like many
non-Jewish government leaders, Chirac bristled at the implication that Jews should leave en masse;/J



In the United States, Israeli novelist A.B. Yehoshua ignited a firestorm in 2006 when he told the
audience at a centennial celebration of the American Jewish Committee that American Jews are only
“partial Jews” because they live in the Diaspora.

“Judaism cannot exist outside Israel,” he said, according to an account in Israel’s daily Haaretz.
“Those who do not live in Israel and do not participate in the daily decisions that are made there ...
do not have a Jewish identity of any significance.”

Y ehoshua hit upon a similar note in a February 2013 speech to a group of several hundred American
Jews on volunteer and study programs in Israel when he said, “I’m happy to see so many Americans
here. I hope you all become Israelis and don’t return to America.”

Needless to say, they didn’t all move to Israel.

French Jews are in a much different situation than American Jews, however, in that they face the
threat of physical violence. Add France’s serious economic problems and many French Jews agree
with the view that the prognosis for their community is bleak.

“We do not have a future here,” Joyce Halimi, who attended a vigil for victims of the Hyper Cacher
supermarket attack on Saturday night, told JTA. “The government talks, but it’s only words.”

In 2014, nearly 7.000 French immigrants arrived in Israel out of a French Jewish population of
500,000. That’s the equivalent, proportionately, of 84,000 American Jews moving to Israel. The
actual number of Americans who immigrated to Israel in 2014 was 3.470.

Additionally, the highly symbolic decision by all four families of the Hyper Cacher attack victims to
bury their loved ones in Israel reinforces the message that French Jews have a dim view of their

future in France. {

Of course, not all of those who are emigrating are moving to Israel. Montreal, Miami, London and
New York all have seen significant numbers of French Jewish newcomers over the last decade or so.

St. John’s Wood Synagogue in London now holds a French-language Sabbath service. Montreal’s
primary Jewish social services and resettlement organization, Agence Ometz, has seen a significant
increase in newcomers from France over the last year, JTA reported in November. In 2013, the
Italian daily La Stampa wrote a feature about the surge of French Jews in New York.

Unlike with Israel. however, there is no precise data about the number of French Jews moving to the
United States, Britain or Canada. But the migration westward is a reminder that Israel is not the only
alternative for French Jews seeking to leave the country.
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in Jewish life by providing a refuge for a part
of Europe’s persecuted Jews. We hope it will
continue as one of the places for such re-
settlement, for it has been clearly demon-
strated that practical colonizing can be done,
schools and universities built, scientific agri-
culture extended, commerce intensified, and
culture developed. This is the record of
achievement of eager, hard-working settlers
who have been aided in their endeavors by
Jews all over the world, in every walk of life
and thought.

We oppose the effort to establish a Nation-
al Jewish State in Palestine or anywhere else
as a philosophy of defeatism, and one which
does not offer a practical solution of the jew-
ish problem. We dissent from all those re-
lated doctrines that stress the racialism, the
nationalism, and the theoretical homeless-
ness of Jews. We oppose such doctrines as
inimical to the welfare of Jews in Palestine,
in America, or wherever Jews may dwell.
We believe that the intrusion of Jewish na-
tional statehood has been a deterrent in Pal-

NOTE

1. An anti-Zionist organization founded in
1943, the American Council for Judaism (AC]) rep-
resents the interests of “Americans of Jewish
faith.” It emphatically maintains that Judaism is a
religion of umversal values, and not a nationrality.
Its policy is outlined in this document. The AC)
has remained a small group, with very few syna-
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estine’s ability to play an even greater role in
offering a haven for the oppressed, and that
without the insistence upon such statehood,
Palestine would today be harboring more
refugees from Nazi terror. The very insis-
tence upon a Jewish Army has led to the
raising of barriers against our unfortunate
brethren. There never was a need for such
an army. There has always been ample op-
portunity for Jews to fight side by side with
those of other faiths in the armies of the
United Nations.

Palestine is a part of Israel’s religious heri-
tage, as itis a part of the heritage of two other
religions of the world. We look forward to the
ultimate establishment of a democratic, au-
tonomous government in Palestine, wherein
Jews, Moslems and Christians shall be justly
represented; every man enjoying equal rights
and sharing equal responsibilities; a demo-
cratic government in which our fellow Jews
shall be free Palestinians whose religion is
Judaism, even as we are Americans whose
religion is Judaism.

gogues and even fewer Jewish organizations en-
dorsing its program. As this document illustrates,
most American Jews, though they adhere to a firm
commitment and allegiance to the United States,
also have a special relationship of fraternal affec-
tion for the State of Israel.

DAVID BEN-GURION AND JACOB BLAUSTEIN
44. An Exchange of Views (1950)!

ADDRESS OF PRIME MINISTER DAVID BEN-
GURION:> We are very happy to welcome
you here in our midst as a representative of

the great Jewry of the United States to whom
Israel owes so much. No other community
abroad has so great a stake in what has been

Source: American [ewish Year Baok 53 (1952), pp- 564-68. Copyright 1952 by the Jewish Publication Society of
America. Reprinted by permission of the Jewish Publication Society.
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achieved in this country during the present
generation as have the Jews of America.
Their material and political support, their
warm-hearted and practical idealism, has
been one of the principal sources of our
strength and our success. In supporting our
effort, American Jewry has developed, on a
new plane, the noble conception, main-
tained for more than half a century, of ex-
tending its help for the protection of Jewish
rights throughout the world and of render-
ing economic aid wherever it was needed.
We are deeply conscious of the help which
America has given to us here in our great
effort of reconstructionand during our struggle
for independence. This great tradition has
been continued since the establishment of the

tate of Israel.
It is our great pride that our newly gained

independence has enabled us in this small
country to undertake the major share of the
great and urgent task of providing perma-
nent homes under conditions of full equality
to hundreds of thousands of our brethren
who cannot remain where they are and
whose heart is set on rebuilding their lives in
Israel. In this great task you and we are en-
gaged in a close partnership. Without the
readiness for sacrifice of the people of Israel
and without the help of America this urgent
task can hardly be achieved.

It is most unfortunate that since our State
came into being some confusion and misun-
derstanding should have arisen as regards
the relationship between Israel and the Jew-
ish communities abroad, in particular that of
the United States. These misunderstandings
are likely to alienate sympathies and create
disharmony where friendship and close un-
derstanding are of vital necessity. To my
mind, the position is perfectly clear. The
Jews of the United States, as a community
and as individuals, have only one political
attachment and that is to the United States
of America. They owe no political allegiance
to Israel. In the first statement which the
representative of Israel made before the
United Nations after her admission to that
international organization, he clearly stated,

without any reservation, that the State of Is-
rael represents and speaks only on behalf
of its own citizens and in no way presumes
to represent or speak in the name of the
Jews who are citizens of any other country.
We, the people of Israel, have no desire and
no intention to interfere in any way with
the internal affairs of Jewish communities
abroad. The Government and the people of
{srael fully respect the right and integrity of
the Jewish communities in other countries to
develop their own mode of life and their in-
digenous social, economic and cultural insti-
tutions in accordance with their own needs
and aspirations. Any weakening of Ameri-
can Jewry, any disruption of its communal
life, any lowering of its sense of security, any
diminution of its status, is a definite loss to

Jews everywhere and to Israel in particul’a%j

We are happy to know of the deep an
growing interest which American Jews of all
shades and convictions take in what it has
fallen to us to achieve in this country. Were
we, God forbid, to fail in what we have un-
dertaken on our own behalf and on behalf of
our suffering brethren, that failure would
cause grievous pain to Jews everywhere and
nowhere more than in your community. Our
success or failure depends in a large mea-
sure on our cooperation with, and on the
strength of, the great Jewish community of
the United States, and, we, therefore, are
anxious that nothing should be said or done
which could in the slightest degree under-
mine the sense of security and stability of
American Jewry.

In this connection let me say a word about
immigration. We should like to see Ameri-
can Jews come and take part in our effort.
We need their technical knowledge, their
unrivalled experience, their spirit of enter-
prise, their bold vision, their “know-how.”
We need engineers, chemists, builders, work
managers and technicians. The tasks which
face us in this country are eminently such as
would appeal to the American genius for
technical development and social progress.
But the decision as to whether they wish to
come—permanently or temporarily--rests
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with the frec discretion of each American
jew himself. Itis entirely a matter of his own
volition. We need haluzim,?® pioneers too.
Haluzim have come to us—and we believe
more will come, not only from those coun-
tries where the Jews are oppressed and in
“exile” but also from countries where the
Jews live a life of freedom and are equal in
status to all other citizens in their country.
But the essence of haluziut is free choice.
They will come from among those who be-
lieve that their aspirations as human beings
and as Jews can best be fulfilled by life and
work in [srael.

| believe I know something of the spirit of
American Jewry among whom I lived for
some years. | am convinced that it will con-
tinue to make a major contribution towards
our great effort of reconstruction, and I hope
that the talks we have had with you during
these last few days will make for even closer
cooperation between our two communities.

RESPONSE OF Jacos BLaUsTEIN:* 1 am very
happy, Mr. Prime Minister, to have come
here at your invitation and to have discussed
with you and others leaders of Israel the var-
jous important problems of mutual inter-
est. . ..

There is no question in my mind that a
Jew who wants to remain loyal to the funda-
mental basis of Judaism and his cultural her-
itage, will be in the forefront of the struggle
for democracy against totalitarianism.

The American Jewish community sees its
fortunes tied to the fate of liberal democracy
in the United States, sustained by its heri-
tage, as Americans and as Jews. We seek to
strengthen both of these vital links to the
past and to all humanity by enhancing the
American democratic and political system,
American cultural diversity and American
wellbeing.

As to Isracl, the vast majority of American
Jewry recognizes the necessity and desir-
ability of helping to make it a strong, viable,
self-supporting state. This, for the sake of
Israel itself, and the good of the world.
The American Jewish Committee has been

THE JEW IN THE MODERN WORLD

active, as have other Jewish organizations in
the United States, in rendering, within the
framework of their American citizenship, ev-
ery possible support to Israe); and I am sure
that this support will continue and that we
shall do all we can to increase further our
share in the great historic task of helping
Israel to solve its problems and develop
as a free, independent and flourishing de-
mocracy.

hile Israel has naturally placed some
burdens on Jews elsewhere, particularly in
America, it has, in turn, meant much to Jews
throughout the world. For hundreds of
thousands in Europe, Africa and the Middle
East it has provided a home in which they
can attain their full stature of human dignity
for the first time. In all Jews, it has inspired
pride and admiration, even though in some
instances, it has created passing headaches.

Jsrael's rebirth and progress, coming after
the tragedy of European Jewry in the 1930s
and in World War II, has done much to raise
Jewish morale. Jews in America and every-
where can be more proud than ever of their
Jewishness.

But we must, in a true spirit of friendli-
ness, sound a note of caution to Israel and its
jeaders. Now that the birth pains are over,
and even though Israel is undergoing grow-
ing pains, it must recognize that the mat-
ter of good-will between its citizens and
those of other countries is a two-way street:
that Israel also has a responsibility in this
situation—a responsibility in terms of not
affecting adversely the sensibilities of Jews
who are citizens of other states by what it
says or does.

In this connection, you are realists and
want facts and ] would be less than frank if [
did not point out to you that American Jews
plication that they are in exie. Tmerican;
fews—young and old alike,” Zionists and;
non-Zionists alike—are profoundly att.ath"d?
to America. America welcomed their imovg
grant parents in their need. Under Amenc
free institutions, they and their child
have achieved that freedom and sense of s
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curity unknown for long centuries of travail.
American Jews have truly become Ameri-
cans; just as have all other oppressed groups
that have ever come to America’s shores.

To American Jews, America is home.
There, exist their thriving roots; there, is the
country which they have helped to build;
and there, they share its fruits and its desti-
ny. They believe in the future of a democratic
society in the United States under which all
citizens, irrespective of creed or race, can
live on terms of equality. They further be-
lieve that, if democracy should fail in Ameri-
ca, there would be no future for democracy
anywhere in the world, and that the very
existence of an independent State of Israel
would be problematic. Further, they feel that
a world in which it would be possible for
Jews to be driven by persecution from Amer-
ica would not be a world safe for Israel ei-
ther; indeed it is hard to conceive how it
would be a world safe for any human being.

The American Jewish community, as you,
Mr. Prime Minister, have so eloquently
pointed out, has assumed 2 major part of the
responsibility of securing equality of rights
and providing generous material help to
Jews in other countries. American Jews feel
themselves bound to Jews the world over by
ties of religion, common historical traditions
and in certain respects, by a sense of com-
mon destiny. We fully realize that persecu-
tion and discrimination against Jews in any
country will sooner or later have its impact
on the situation of the Jews in other coun-
tries, but these problems must be dealt with
by each Jewish community itself in accor-
dance with its own wishes, traditions, needs
and aspirations.

Jewish communities, particularly Ameri-
can Jewry in view of its influence and its
strength, can offer advice, cooperation and
help, but should not attempt to speak in the
name of other communities or in any way
interfere in their internal affairs.

[ am happy to note from your statement,
Mr, Prime Minister, that the State of Israel
takes a similar position. Any other position

on the part of the State of Israel would only
weaken the American and other Jewish com-
munities of the free, democratic countries
and be contrary to the basic interests of Isra-
el itself. The future development of Israel,
spiritual, social as well as economic, will
largely depend upon a strong and healthy
Jewish community in the United States and
other free democracies.

We have been greatly distressed that at the
very hour when so much has been achieved,
harmful and futile discussions and misun-
derstandings have arisen as to the relations
between the people and the State of Israel
and the Jews in other countries, particularly
in the United States. Harm has been done to
the morale and to some extent to the sense
of security of the American Jewish commu-
nity through unwise and unwarranted state-
ments and appeals which ignore the feelings
and aspirations of American Jewry.

Even greater harm has been done to the
State of Israel itself by weakening the readi-
ness of American Jews to do their full share
in the rebuilding of Israel which faces such
enormous political, social and economic
problems.

Your statement today, Mr. Prime Minister,
will, I trust, be followed by unmistakable ev-
idence that the responsible leaders of Israel,
and the organizations connected with it,
fully understand that future relations be-
tween the American Jewish community and
the State of Israel must be based on mutual
respect for one another’s feelings and needs,
and on the preservation of the integrity of
the two communities and their institutions.

I believe that in your statement today, you
have taken a fundamental and historic posi-
tion which will redound to the best interest
not only of Israel, but of the Jews of America
and of the world. I am confident that this
statement and the spirit in which it has been
made, by eliminating the misunderstand-
ings and futile discussions between our two
communities, will strengthen them both and
will lay the foundation for even closer coop-
eration. . . .
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NOTES

1. Even before Israe| was established, the
Arnerican Jewish Committee {AJC) received assur-
ances from the Jewish Agency (see document 35,
note 1, in chapter 10) that the Jewish State would
refrain from interfering in American Jewish inter-
nal affairs. Israeli officials continued to assure the
AJC on that score after May 1948, when the State
was established. However, when in 1949 Ben-
Gurion called for large-scale immigration to Israel
by American Jewish youth, the committee pro-
tested vigorously The AJC sought to work out

with the Israeli government a clear and forceful
expression of policy on immigration and on the
principle of noninterference. The occasion arose
in the summer of 1950 when facob Blaustein was a
8uest of the Israeli government. An agreement
was sealed in the form of 2 statement read at a
luncheon by Prime Mimster Ben-Gurion and are-
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sponse by Jacob Blaustein. Both reaffirmed