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The Lonely Man of Faith- (R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik) (6

Adam I

There is no doubt that the term “image of God” in the first account refers to man’s inner charismatic endowment as a creative
being. Man’s likeness to God expresses itself in man’s striving and ability to become a creator. Adam I, who was fashioned in the
image of God, was blessed with great drive for creative activity and immeasurable resources for the realization of this goal, the
most outstanding of which is the intelligence, the human mind, capable of confronting the outside world and inquiring into its
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complex workings. In spite of the boundless divine generosity providing man with many intellectual capacities and interpretive
perspectives in his approach to reality, God, in imparting the blessing to Adam the first and giving him the mandate to subdue
nature, directed Adam’s attention to the functional and practical aspects of his intellect through which man is able to gain control
of nature. Adam the first is interested in just a single aspect of reality and asks one question only- “How does the cosmos
function?” He is not fascinated by the question, “Why does the cosmos function at all?” Adam the first is overwhelmed by one
quest, namely, to harness and dominate the elemental natural forces and to put them at his disposal. This practical interest arouses
his will to learn the secrets of nature. He is completely utilitarian as far as motivation, teleology, design and methodology are
concerned.

Adam 11

While the cosmos provokes Adam the first to quest for power and control, thus making him ask the functional “how” question,
Adam the second responds to the call of the cosmos by engaging in a different kind of cognitive gesture. He does not ask a single
functional question. While Adam I is dynamic and creative, Adam II is receptive and beholds the world in its original dimensions.
He looks for the image of God not in the mathematical formula or the natural relational law but in every beam of light, in every
bud and blossom, in the morning breeze and the stillness of the starlit evening. In a word, Adam II explores not the scientific
abstract universe but the irresistibly fascinating qualitative world where he establishes an intimate relation with God.

Adam I and Adam II

We have been describing both Adams typologically, as though they were irreconcilable, separate persons with disparate
temperaments and orientations. Actually, there is only one Adam with oscillating tendencies. The man of faith, in actuality, moves
regularly between the faith community and the work community, He never remains totally immersed in the immediate awareness
of being in God’s presence. There is a continuous alternation between the cosmic and the covenantal, both areas being willed and
sanctioned by God, who wants man to live creatively in this world even as he devoutly participates in the “faith community”.
Adam I and Adam II are truly one person. In every one of us there abides the boldly creative and the devoutly submissive. Both
tendencies are sanctioned by God. Rejection of either aspect of humanity is tantamount to a rejection of the Divine plan of
creation.




