BEREISHIS: ASTUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY

THE DECISION IS MADE
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R. Samson Rafael Hirsch (6:5)
In the word Y1 lies the conception of “broken,” in contrast to D21 and obw ... through what was

happening a “large break” had been made in the harmony of the world. It is questionable whether NP9
DIXiTdesignates the evil of men, or the unhappiness, the evil, that befalls men, that men have brought into

the world. We belive the latter. When God looked down, mankind had already brought the greatest state of
harm and evil into the world, the present was bad beyond all measure, and as for the future: 125 mawnn 2 5
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R. Samson Rafael Hirsch (6:7)
', the same mercy, the same God of Love, that had placed Man on earth, now proclaims the decision for his

destruction. The degneracy was so great that the extirmination itself was an act of mercy.
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