SEFER BEREISHIS: ASTUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY

THE COMPLICATED CHARACTER OF NOACH (2)
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Rav Michael Rosensweig, “The Spiritual Legacy of Noach and Avraham” (torahweb.org)

Chazal speculate whether Noah's spiritual attainments would not have been even more impressive had he lived in
Avraham's generation. It is important, however, to note that even those who argue that Noah would have benefited

from that more conducive environment appear to be suggesting that he would have been positively affected by that

exposure, but do not project that Noah's influence in shaping the destiny of those around him would have been
enhanced. The contrast to Avraham's pivotal role is stark. Avraham is credited as the father of monotheism, having

single-handedly rediscovered the Divine presence. Moreover, he initiated and sustained the quest for spirituality,
motivating others to join his mission, literally transforming their lives. . . . Noach's legacy focuses on his own status and

survival-"eleh toledot Noah, Noah" etc., while Avraham's active role in shaping the values and destiny of his progeny - "e/eh
toledot Yitzhak ben Avrabam, Avrabam holid et Yitzhak" - are accented. . . Noah is essentially a crisis manager and survivor,

albeit one entrusted with the crucial role of ensuting continuity. The only way he can respond to the crisis of "kerz kol
basar ba lefanai" is by insulating himself in the tevah and riding out the storm. Avraham Avinu, on the other hand, is an

idealistic visionary, passionately devoted to tranforming the world into an arena for Hashem's kedushah - accenting "elokei
ha-aret3", fully committed to spreading the spritually ambitious teachings of the Torah.




