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THE COMPLICATED CHARACTER OF NOACH (2)

.`
(e 'iq gp zyxt ,xaea) `negpz yxcn

 ,eizexeca edn .eizexeca did minz wicv yi` gp gp zeclez dl`i`pbl oiyxec yie ,gayl oiyxec yi

(h:l) dax ziy`xa
 ,dingp iaxe dcedi iax ,eizexecaly execa e` dyn ly execa did el` `d ,wicv did eizexeca xn` dcedi iax

wicv did `l l`enyoixn` ... oii ly cg` szxn el didy cg`l lyn ,xedp ibq `xieerl oigeev `iinq weya ,
did `l l`eny ly execa ... `d wicv did eizexeca jk ,`l l"` dpin ah `kd zi`e oedl xn` ,`ed qqew dil

 ,wicvk"ek`r lr l`eny ly execa e` dyn ly execa did el` ,wicv did eizexeca m` dne xn` dingp iax

(h:e ziy`xa) dxe`d yeal
 = i`pbl miyxecde gayl miyxecd l"x - el` zercd izyy rcempi`e eizewcva zg` dbxcn gpl mipzep

ipepia wicv `l` did `l mdipy ixacle ,gp ly eizewcv zlrn zbxcna miwelgzlina iblitc `l` 
lecb xzei wicv did i`ce . . . miwicv ly zexeca did m`y 'td zpeeky xne`e gayl yxec dfy ,"eizexeca"

 . . . wicv did exec itl eizexeca 'it xne`e i`pbl yxec dfe .didy dnndid m` mby ,ezewcva wec`did `l[e]
melkl aygp did `l eiyrnn cnel did `l ik ,xzei wicv did `l mdxa` ly execa

.a
(i:l) dax ziy`xa

ohwl xn` ,ohw '`e lecb '` mipa ipy el eidy xyl lyn xn` i"x ,dingp 'xe dcedi 'x ,gp jldzd midl`d z`
 ,iptl jlde `a lecbl xn`e inr jldla` ",minz dide iptl jldzd" (`:fi ziy`xa) dti egk didy mdxa` jk

",gp jldzd midl`d z`" rx egk didy gp,dar hiha rwzyn didy jln ly eade`l lyn xn` dingp 'x 
 ,eze` d`xe jlnd uivdjldzd midl`d z`" aizkc `ed `cd ,inr jld hiha rwzyn dz`y cr dil xn`

gpligzde eade` uivd ,milt`d ze`eana jldn jlnd z` d`xy ,jln ly eade`l dnec mdxa` dnle ",
 ,iptl xi`de `a ,oelg jxc il xi`n dz`y cr el xn` ,eze` d`xe jlnd uivd ,oelgd jxc eilr xi`nxn` jk

l`xyi ux`a iptl xi`de `a dizexagne `inhetq`n il xi`n `dzy cr mdxa`l d"awd

(.gw) oixcdpq 'nb
 :l`rnyi iax iac `pz .(`i:f l`wfgi ",da gp `le xn`py ,oic xfb mzgp gp lr s`e),oic xfb jzgp gp lr s`

'd ipira og `vny `l` .'d ipira og `vn gpe mziyr ik izngp (g-f:e ziy`xa) xn`py ,

(h:gk dyxt) dax ziy`xa
 ,`dnz` ",og `vn gpe miziyr ik izngp ik"og `vny `l` i`ck didy `l mdn xiizypy gp 'it` `l` .

(d:hk dyxt) dax ziy`xa
 ,mipey`xd zekfa mipexg`d mr cqg dyer d"awdy epivn oeniq 'x xn`mipey`xd mr dyer d"awdy oipne

 .eizeclez zekfa zekf efi`a ,'d ipira og `vn gpe ,mipexg`d zekfa



(e:ek dyxt) dax ziy`xa
 ick didy `l mdn xiizypy gp 'it` `tt xa `pipg x"` epnn cenrl cizr dyny d"awd dtvy `l`

.b
(.e"w sc ,`xie zyxt) xdef

gpa g"z ,mdxa`k `zepngxc `a` `ng o`n dcedi iax xn` ,ryx mr wicv dtqz s`d xn`ie mdxa` ybie
 'ebe iptl `a xya lk uw gpl midl` xn`ie aizk`ra `le ,icin dil xn` `le wizy`e xtb ivr zaiz jl dyr

,'ebe d`x`e `p dcx` ,'ebe dax ik dxenre mecq zwrf `ed jixa `ycew dil xn`c `zrya mdxa` la` ,ingx
ryx mr wicv dtqz s`d xn`ie mdxa` ybie aizk cin ,

(:c"px sc ,ziy`xa - zehnyd) xdef
 ,(df `vnp oyi xdefa) dxez ixzq ,dxyr eed `leaxg mlerd z` d`xe daizd on `viyk gpl d"awd aiyd dn

xn`e d"awd eaiyd ,'eke jizeixa lr mgxl jl did megx z`xwp mler ly epeax xn`e eiptl zekal ligzde
`zrya zxn` `l dnl ,`c zxn` `zyd `ihy `irx

(:c"px sc ,ziy`xa - zehnyd) xdef
lltzd `le exec lr oibd `l gp ,gp oiae gp xg` l`xyil mdl eidy miwicv oia dn d`xe `a opgei iax xn`

mdxa`k mdilr . . . `ed jexa ycewd iptl mipepgz daxde . . . ,exec lr oibde lltzde dyn `a k"g` . . . xn`
hln` `l ile` eala xn` exec lr mingx ywa `ly gp d`x dn ryedi iaxjze` ik ('f ziy`xa) aizkc 

 ,dfd xeca iptl wicv izi`xmdilr mingx ywia `l jkitle xecd itl xnelk 

 el dyxt )`plie( dax ziy`xa
gpn dyn aiag midl`d yi` `xwp ixvn yi` `xwpyn dyn la` ,dnc` yi` `xwp wicv yi` `xwpyn gp ,

 (:fq sc ,gp zyxt) xdef
 .... `nlr ipa x`yl dyn oia dn g"zoepi` lk oexnii `zyd ,ipiba l`xyic oedpic weay` ike dyn xn` cin

`zeaiza dil aifyic `ed jixa `ycew dil xn`c oeikc ,gp carc dnk l`xyil oel zilhw `p`c `nlr ipa  
 . . .diny lr leand in oexw` jk oibae ,ecia`z`e `nlr lr oingx `ra `l iepae `ed aifzyic dil xn`c oeik

gp in xearn izrayp xy` il z`f gp in ik (c"p diryi) xn` z`c dnk`nlr ipa oexnii `zyd dyn xn` ,
. . . l`xyi oevzyi `le zeni`c il ah `zyd ,lecb iebl jze` dyr`e il xn`c ,oiba oel zlihw `p`c

Rav Michael Rosensweig, “The Spiritual Legacy of Noach and Avraham” (torahweb.org)
Chazal speculate whether Noah's spiritual attainments would not have been even more impressive had he lived in
Avraham's generation. It is important, however, to note that even those who argue that Noah would have benefited
from that more conducive environment appear to be suggesting that he would have been positively affected by that
exposure, but do not project that Noah's influence in shaping the destiny of those around him would have been
enhanced. The contrast to Avraham's pivotal role is stark. Avraham is credited as the father of monotheism, having
single-handedly rediscovered the Divine presence. Moreover, he initiated and sustained the quest for spirituality,
motivating others to join his mission, literally transforming their lives. . . . Noach's legacy focuses on his own status and
survival-"eleh toledot Noah, Noah" etc., while Avraham's active role in shaping the values and destiny of his progeny - "eleh
toledot Yitzhak ben Avraham, Avraham holid et Yitzhak" - are accented. . . Noah is essentially a crisis manager and survivor,
albeit one entrusted with the crucial role of ensuring continuity. The only way he can respond to the crisis of "ketz kol
basar ba lefanai" is by insulating himself in the tevah and riding out the storm. Avraham Avinu, on the other hand, is an
idealistic visionary, passionately devoted to tranforming the world into an arena for Hashem's kedushah - accenting "elokei
ha-aretz", fully committed to spreading the spritually ambitious teachings of the Torah.


