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THE COMMON HISTORY OF HUMANITY

(`:d ziy`xa) `xfr oa`
.mc` zeclez xtq df .ciledy mipa ipae mipad 

(`:d ziy`xa) o"anx
- mc` zeclez xtq df dyxta xikfi xy` mipad .dlek dxezd lk ik ,dxezd lkl fenxi izrc itle

"mc` zeclez dl`e" xn` `le "xtq" o`ka xn` ok lr ,mc` zeclez xtqx`ya xn`i xy`k ,
:olek oke ,(hi my) wgvi zeclez dl`e ,l`rnyi zeclez dl`e (ai dk oldl) zenewn

(`:d ziy`xa) epxetq
 zeclez xetiq dfiyep`d oind zexewe

(`:d ziy`xa) ipewfg
 ,mlerd dpap epnny ,zy clepy ixg`oey`x did `ed itl mc` ly ezxivi aezkl el xfglk eixg`e  .

.xecl xecn eizeclez

(c"d h"t) mixcp inlyexi
 ,dxeza lecb llk edf xne` daiwr 'x - "jenk jrxl zad`e"- "mc` zeclez xtq df" 'ne` i`fr oa

dfn lecb llk df 

(my) dcrd oaxw
cg` a`n mi`a mc` ipa lky ,jrx lr `l` i`w `lc "jenk jrxl zad`e"n lecb llk `ed ,n"ie

eze` dyr miwl` zenca aizkc ,`xwc `tiq`

(a w"q `:d ziy`xa) dninz dxez
 ,ciarz `l jxagl ipq jilrc dn wx opirny r"xnc ,siqen i`fr oayyeg epi`y inc rnyn k"`

mixg` ceak lrM"b yegl yxec epi` envr ceakldyr miwl` zenca mc` zeclez xtq df xne` f"r ,
 ,eze`zenca `xapy meyn mb `l` ipq jlrc meyn wx `l ezlef ceaka lwdl mc`l ie`x oi` dpd

xveid zenca lwink ied eceaka liwn m`e miwl`

R. Samson Raphael Hirsch (Bereishis 5:1-2)

mc`d zclez xtq df. . .  The whole history of mankind, with its lowest depths and its loftiest heights, which

shows human beings in the most varied happenings, forms one whole . . .This being so we can understand
the sayings: R. Akiba taught that “love thy neighbor as thyself” is the great, all-embracing sentence of the
Teaching. At the bottom there is after all only one aveirah, selfishness, egoism . . . But Ben Azai is of he

opinion that our sentence mc`d zeclez xtq df is a still greater, still more comprehensive one. Here a much



greater, higher union of men is given. The verse looks on the greatest criminal, the greatest denigration, the

greatest bestiality, all as mc`d zclez, all as developing out of  one Adam, the once creation in the likeness of

God , all together entered into God’s great Book of the World in which He enters mankind.  zclez written

xqg, even the deficient, imperfect products of humanity are still mc` zclez!

R. Ahron Soloveichik, Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind (p. 61-62)
From the standpoint of the Torah there can be no distinction between one human being and another on the
basis of race or color . . . The saying of Rebbe Akiva ( Avos 3:18), “Beloved is man who was created in the
image of God” implies that every human being, regardless of race, origin, or creed, is endowed with divine
dignity. Consequently, all people are treated with equal respect and dignity. 

(a-`:d ziy`xa) o"anx
 ,mc` midl` `exa meiaoi`n `xapy ea xikfi ,envr mc`a ligzi ik ,eiptl jynpmidl` `exa meia xn` jkle ,

`xa xy`k ik xikfde .midl` zencae midl` dyrn `edy yxti .e`yr midl` zenca ,xkfpd dfd mc`d oi`n
 :ezy` z` `xa ok ,oi`n eze` - mze` jxaie xn`emiax zepae mipaa crl jxazdl dclez gk mda ozpy

ok zeyrl ekxazpe ,oi`n e`xap la` eclep `l md ik ,midl` zkxan zeclezd ik xnel dpeekde .c`n:

(a:d ziy`xa) w"cx
,m`xad meia mc` mny z` `xwiejkl ik ,epnlva mc` dyrp xn`py enk mc` m`xw m`xad meia 

 ,dnda `le mc` eidiy m`xamyae . . . mc` dyrp z`xwp mdipy lr ik mc` z`xwp dy`d s`e
dnc`a xy` miigd x`yn mlicad

R. Samson Raphael Hirsch (Bereishis 5:2)

m`xa dawpe xkf. It is equally untrue that dividing the mission of life in the world between men and women

is something arbitrary. Right from the beginning God reached “mankind” male and female, both equally
godly, of equal worth, neither more in the likeness of God than the other, both given the same blessing by
God, both together given the name “Adam.”


