BEREISHIS: ASTUDY OF TEXT, TRADITION & THEOLOGY

THE COMMON HISTORY OF HUMANITY
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R. Samson Raphael Hirsch (Bereishis 5:1-2)

DINT N1 90 1. .. The whole history of mankind, with its lowest depths and its loftiest heights, which
shows human beings in the most varied happenings, forms one whole . . .This being so we can understand
the sayings: R. Akiba taught that “love thy neighbor as thyself” is the great, all-embracing sentence of the
Teaching. At the bottom there is after all only one aveirah, selfishness, egoism . . . But Ben Azai is of he

opinion that our sentence DTN TN 90 s a still greater, still more comprehensive one. Here a much



greater, higher union of men is given. The verse looks on the greatest criminal, the greatest denigration, the
greatest bestiality, all as DR J'\'IL)U'L all as developing out of one Adam, the once creation in the likeness of
God , all together entered into God’s great Book of the World in which He enters mankind. N9\ written
70m, even the deficient, imperfect products of humanity are still IR Nt

R. Ahron Soloveichik, Logic of the Heart, Logic of the Mind (p. 61-62)
From the standpoint of the Torah there can be no distinction between one human being and another on the

basis of race or color . . . The saying of Rebbe Akiva (_4vos 3:18), “Beloved is man who was created in the
image of God” implies that every human being, regardless of race, origin, or creed, is endowed with divine
dignity. Consequently, all people are treated with equal respect and dignity.
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R. Samson Raphael Hirsch (Bereishis 5:2)
ONRA2 13PN 1. It is equally untrue that dividing the mission of life in the world between men and women

is something arbitrary. Right from the beginning God reached “mankind” male and female, both equally
godly, of equal worth, neither more in the likeness of God than the other, both given the same blessing by
God, both together given the name “Adam.”



