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Back and Forth
And as I cry, what most I fear is to lose myself as I draw near; too many voices in
my ear push me back and forth and back. And as I persist (as I hope to do), help
me be myself while I cling to you. Don't let me tear myself in two rushing back

and forth and back.




Likutei moharan 247 - zohar says that in many places in gemara we have unresolved problems
that end in teiku. Teiku is missing its tikkun. Teiku means being in a state where a person needs
a tikkun but doesn't have it yet; an unresolved matzav in life. The long nun sofit is missing.
This nun peshuta when its missing, it doesn't just go away - its degraded and bent, and from this
comes kinos. Instead of having tikkun with a tall, proud and straight nun, the letters are
rearranged into kinot, where the nun is bent. Same letters, but the nun is bent. May God
transform the kinot into the tikkun of moshiach,d when that happens, the teikus of this galus -
communal and personal - will finally be resolved.

Teiku - Tishbi yetaretz kushias vebaayas. Eliyahu will come and resolve all the kashias and
sefeikos of Torah.yehei munach ad sheyavo eliyahu - some cases are not clear in Torah. Why do
these doubtful situations, the yehei munachs of life, require Eliyahu hanavi?

When r nachman went to eretz israel, he went to teveriah, where the talmidei baal shem first
settled, r mendel vitebsker, etc. Rav yaakov shimshom, great gaon, made a welcome seudah for r
nachman. At the seudah were sefardisha chachamim and talmidei baal shem. R yaakov
Shimshon asked a kashia: in this din of yehei munach, what does it help when eliyahu comes? In
dinei mamonos, lo yakum eid echad b'ish; one witness cannot change the merzius of the halacha.
However he knows that this money belongs to one person or another, what difference does it
make I'halacha? All the rabbanim discussed and debated the issue, but r nachman stayed silent
and said tehillim on the side. After a little while, r yaakov shimshon asked r nachmqn if he had
an answer. R nachman replied that he didn't understand the kashya. The Mishnah says: "ain
eliyahu ba ela lerachek hasheker u'lekarev ha'emes"; therefore at that time when there will be
shalom and emes, the person who is not being honest in his dispute with the other guy will admit
that he was lying, apologize and make shalom. The dilemas will be resolved through a hodaas
baal din, which is equivalent in halacha to eidim. That's the meaning of yehei munach - when
Eliyahu comes and peace and truth is revealed, each person will be modeh. All the tzaddikim
were worked up over the answer.

This whole olam hazeh is one big teiku. When we learn a difficult sugya of gemara, it can
stretch for an amud, a blatt or more. And you wonder sometimes - why can't we just get to the
point. our whole olam hazeh is a big teiku. And then, after all that work learning a sugya, you
get to the end and you see teiku and two big black dots. Its a very hard thing to accept - you
work so hard on a sugya and then you get no answer.

All of the sefeikos, doubts, that lead to sinas chinam are the result of unresolved relationships.
Two wonderful Jews, each a world to himself; something came between them.

Story — It was the Shabbos before Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av, and the chazzan was bentching
Rosh Chodesh. For whatever reason, he couldn’t get the days right — first he says it will be
Monday and Tuesday, then Tuesday and Wednesday, then Wednesday and Thursday — he kept
getting corrected. After davening, he and another Jew in the shul see each other and both start
crying. What happened? 25 years earlier, these two guys had been best friends. In business,
they had a very angry disagreement, and Reuven said to Shimon — you’re going to come to me
one day and beg for forgiveness. Shimon says, sure — I’1l ask you for forgiveness when we have
a 3 day Rosh Chodesh...




Story — There is a mentally handicapped boy in the 5 towns. His thing is, whenever he sees two
guys at shul talking to each other, to make them shake hands with each other. At a simchah after
shul, during the Kiddush, this boy grabbed a certain guy and dragged him across the room, past a
few hundred people, and brought him to a different guy, and forced them to shake hands. And
they both started to cry; these Jews had refused to speak to each other for years...

People have kashyas on each other, teikus.

Two people who were under the chuppah now find themselves in a standoff a state of teiku. And
since people don't always talk things out, each one has kashyas on the other. Each person is
chalishing to be with the other - two friends cry and hug - yet they remain apart, because of some
inyan. "How could he think that of me", etc. And because the kashya is left as a kashya, they
remaim apart, in a state of teiku. And these teikus lead to kinot; we still have kinot today
because of these teikus.

Eliyahu hanavi will bring shalom and emes to the world, and like the handi-capped child, will
bring a husband to his wife and put their hands together. Reuven and shimon, husband and wife.
And each one will understand that I didn't really understand where the other was coming from.
Each one will understand the other. Children who have unbelievable kashyas on parents - they
too will understand.

but its deeper than that - even the questions a person has about himself. Why was | born into
such a family? With the middos that | have? The guy next to me in shul is so good natured, and
| have the most unbelievable temper. | don't have shalom in myself. A guy asked - Why did |
have to wait until I'm 40 to get a shidduch, and then my wife dies 3 weeks later in a car crash?
After waiting for each other so long, to lose each other...

Why did such a thing happen to me - my goral, my chelek in this world. All the kinos in a
persons life. Nowadays, people have a very hard time relating to the kinos of the beis
hamikdash. But it all starts with the kinos a person is mekonen over himself. Why do | have
such a hard time learning and understanding compared to other guys. When Eliyahu comes,
“Tishbi” - all these kashyas will be explained.

For each person it will be clear that " tzaddik hashem bechol derachav vechasid bechol maasav"
that every single thing will make sense. And each person will be modeh al haemes - why I had
to have my head, my parents, my chelek. And move from teiku and kinos to tikkun.

Even after you read the gemara on Tu Bav about why its such a holy day, you still can't
understand - "lo hayu yamim tovim I'yisrael." yom Kippur we get, but tu bav? Its really a taste of
redemption, an "advance" on the final geulah.

What can we do during this time?

Nun kefufa vs nun peshuta. We do have a nun during these times. We have the nun needed to
make. Tikkun - we have everything we need for geula! But its bent and we have the small nun.




What is this business with nuns? The ramak in pardes rimonim in the shaar osiyos says - the nun
peshuta hints to the koach of Binah, understanding. Nun equals 50, the 50 gates of Binah. The
nun kefufah is malchus. The ikkar shleimus of a person and the world is when nun is written out
in full - nun, vav, nun peshuta. When the nun is in a state of milui, completeness.

What does this mean, on our level? Binah means hisbonenus, mochin d'gadlus, when a person is
thinking through, looking into deeply, the depths of something, to achieve deeper and deeper
understanding. This is binah, like the nun peshuta which descends deeper.

The nun kefufa is malchus, becausde malchus means kabalas ol malchus shamayim, k'shor I'ol,
k'chamor I'masa. When a person is bent over, and he doesn't know why. But he accepts; when a
person is mitbatel himself before somebody who is greater than him - that is the nun kefufah of
malchus - you are kofef yourself to accept something with simple faith, even if you have not
reached a place of understanding, to a place of binah. When a Jew lives in such a way, then
'somech hashem I'chol hanoflim, vezokef lechol hakefufim' - God straightens out all the bent
ones. Gad is somech the Noflim - noflim begins with a nun kefufah. VVezokef Ichol hakefufim -
the Jew who is kofef himself before another Jew, before his spouse, before his parents and God;
such a Jew, god promises, will merit to come to a place of understanding, of Binah. He will be
granted the understanding of Eliyahu even in this world. When the lowly nun kefufah will be
joined with the nun peshuta...

The main way to bring about the chibur between malchus and binah is with the dibburim of
tefilla.

Shir hashirim - "mi zos oleh min hamidbar" mi - mem and yud equals 50, which is binah. And
z0s means "bezos ani boteach”, emunah peshuta, malchus. The tikkunim says that you are
zocheh to a chibbur of mi and zos, of bina and malchus, when one is "oleh min hamidbar™.
Midbar is ledaber, to speak, by being a medaber. The Baal Tanya says that while Jews have
always prayed, the ikkar tefillah began after the churban habayis, when the Jews entered the
midbar, in a desolate empty place. When a Jew realizes this he begins to cry out. (Rav
soloveitchik - real prayer is only in crisis). Mi and zos comes out of dibbur.

The tefillos that we have in the siddur are beautiful. But more than that; we need to be people
who pour our hearts out to the creator, talk to God. Through the avodah of malchus, of bittul and
emuna peshuta, with the avodah of crying out, then the nun kefufah will join with the nun
peshutaan and the nun of kinos turns into the nun of tikkun.

Now we understand that as long as a person does not engage in the avodah of tefillah, then even
if he has all the bracha in the world, beautiful children and house, etc., you can't enjoy them
because of all the teikus in your life. The most successful people sometimes have the most
kinos...

Bein adam lechaveiro - if people would have real dibburim with each other, how
many of these terrible battles would disappear?




