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“The Art of Chumra”
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This week's Kollel Yom Rishon is sponsored in memory of long time and beloved
Yeshiva University basketball coach Red Sarachek 7', by his former players.
His first Yahrzeit was observed Friday, November 3, 12 Cheshvan 5767

Rabbi Sholom Rosner
11/5/06 * 3"own p2m 7'
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; Here we have at once the beginning of a 3, a "protec-
tive fence”, a 13377 m¥n. God had only forbidden eating the fruit of the
tree. Eve declares that even touching it is prohibited. This was a "fence-
Jlaw”, which Adam’s conscientiousness had added to God’s prohibition, to

._protect himself from transgressing it. Ve can see' therefrom how these
s 0”0 and MM are formed quite naturally from the conscientiousness that
the observance of the Laws of God expect from us. But at the same time
our sages admonish us NR pxpn N2 R5w "poya 5y N man DR Awyn XKW
1212 W30 RS HW MY AN Ty unen I¥IR 012 MR ACapa 7D myem
9203 Ko AR NP2 NINT ’YT And YR 1YY ADAT A2TIW AKIW 11D PAWN.
i\ They warn us not to exaggerate and to set the fence too high, lest it fall in.
and destroy the plants it was placed to protect. God had said: “as soon
as you eat of it you will die”, but she said, quite untruthfully, that God had
said "touch it not or you will die”. The serpent caught at this falsehood.
It pushed Eve against the tree, and then said: 'see, you have not died by
fle touching it, so you will also not die through eating it”. (v 973 and M3k
1 7). They warn us never to lose sight of the origin and the importance
of these “fence-laws” ordered by Jewish conscientiousness, always to keep
in_mind that they are man-made and not God-made, not Rm™w7, only
2s long as we remember this do they serve us as warning and protection.
MIf we forget that this is their character, then transgressing them will just
lead more easily to trangressing the real God's law too. This_danger the
sages_always bear in mind themselves, and always take great care to make
it evident that their B30 and M are only such, and to differentiate them
from the m¥» which are Rn*1T. Adam erred therein that he transmitted
4 the touching of the tree with the eating hereof as being equally forbidden

by God. — T e —
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