portance of Te

The Role of Mitzvos

1. Mishech Chochma, Vayikra 23:42 [R. Meir Simcha of Dvinsk, 1843-1926]
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1.  Sharp as a Needle: Seven Tales from the World of Peshischa and Kotzker Chassidus, Rabbi
Eliyahu Ki Tov [R. Menachem Mendel Morgensztern of KotzR, Born:, Goraj, Lublin Voivodeship,
Poland, 1787-1859]

This is what the venerable Rebbe of Kotzk said of this: “There
is a kind of person whose inclinations are toward Torah study
and the observance of mitzvos. Immediately upon birth he is
holy, his youth is pure, his heart leads him to goodness. He re-
joices over his lot and follows his desires on the pathway to vir-
tue. Of him, too, it states: ‘Know that for all these things God will
bring you to judgment.” On the Day of Judgment they will ask
him, ‘Look how many wonderful gifts your Creator bestowed
upon you, and what have you given your Creator? The Torah that
you've learned — you should be paying tribute and making sacri-
fices for it. The good deeds that you've amassed — are they not
simply the revelation of what God gave you as a free gift? But what
have you given that belonged to you?’

“A harsh judgment, this, and even the face of the tzaddik
grows pale before it, unless he is able to reply: ‘Look, my Creator,
and see the suffering that I've undergone for Your sake, whether
or not I did great things or little. How much did 1 regret my fail-
ures. I didn’t rejoice in what was given to me in my youth. I simply
used it to prepare for my old age. Look, Judge of all the world!
Whatever You gave me | didn’t use for my own pleasure, although
my inclination tempted me to do so and did battle with me all my
life, so that T knew no rest or tranquility. Look, Master of the
universe —I did it all for You!” Only if one can say this, then he will
not be humiliated. He will not grow pale on the day of judgment.”
Thus did the Rebbe of Kotzk declare.

Brachos
2. Devorim10:12
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Learning to Serve Hashem Naturally

3. Shulchan Aruch HaRav (OC 46) [R. Shneur Zalman of Liady, born Liozna, 1745 — 1812]

There are 100 Brachos which a person is obligated to bless from oIt or oD Tn'-) DTX 7D 2'"NW NIDN NXNN
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know why until he investigated and understood with Ruach
HaKodesh and instituted 100 Brachos every day. ... The support to
this [halacha] comes from the Torah: “And now, Israel, what does

the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD N NN 7Y DNYENINA 1 1277 N0l .
your God” — do not read ma(what), rather me’ah(a hundred). MpPN 7R N DK DR OXR D vn NRIY -nTR
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liozna

4. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 1963 WMU Speech
Western Michigan University Archives and Regional History Collections and University Libraries

But I say to you, my friends, as I move to my conclusion, there
are certain things in our nation and in the world which I am
proud to be maladjusted and which I hope all men of good-will
will be maladjusted until the good societies realize. I say very
honestly that I never intend to become adjusted to segregation
and discrimination. I never intend to become adjusted to
religious bigotry. I never intend to adjust myself to economic
conditions that will take necessities from the many to give
luxuries to the few. I never intend to adjust myself to the

madness of militarism, to self-defeating effects of physical

violence. ...

In other words, I'm about convinced now that there is need for a new organization in our world. The
International Association for the Advancement of Creative Maladjustment--men and women who will
be as maladjusted as the prophet Amos. Who in the midst of the injustices of his day could cry out in words
that echo across the centuries, "Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream." As
maladjusted as Abraham Lincoln who had the vision to see that this nation would not survive half-slave and
half-free. As maladjusted as Thomas Jefferson who in the midst of an age amazingly adjusted to slavery
would scratch across the pages of history words lifted to cosmic proportions, "We know these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator certain unalienable rights"
that among these ate "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." ... My faith is that somehow this problem
will be solved.

Bris Milah
5. Midrash Tanchuma, Tazria Siman 5
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Conclusion: Section I
6. Maesillas Yesharim, PerekR 1 Ramchal, [R. Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, born Padua, Italy, 1707-1746]
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Tension in National L;fé

7. Mark Twain

“Whenever you find yourself on the side of the

majority, it is time to pause and reflect.”

8. Bamidbar10:35-36

NN YIND Y02 PN 1Y [ [ 35 And it came to pass, when the ark set forward,
IO, PDNRIND N NNIP YN that Moses said: 'Rise up, O LORD, and let Thine
I L)l o7 NB1)a) enemies be scattered; and let them that hate Thee flee
' " before Thee.'

M227,’0 N DN NN ¥9 36 And when it rested, he said: 'Return, O LORD, unto
[ SN vabn  the ten thousands of the families of Israel.’ [

The Value of Human Life
9. Vayikra18:21
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10. Yirmiyahu 19:3-5

DIPAN 7Y DY) NN 0 7Y PR NINQY PIR! 0K DD 07PN YT ATI! RY0 pIp 2T vy nnxl (2
TR NI7¥N AYNY 7D WK DT

DTN D' DN'NIAXI NAD DIVT N7 WK DOINK DR 12 NVRT DT DiFRn DX N2 ATY WX Y (T
:D'{7) DT DT DIPAD DX AR

27 2v NNy 871 M2 T N7 MY N7 UK 7527 NitY Uika DR DR WY 7van nina nx 1 (0

&

YI LC Rabbi Ya'akov Trump

4




11. Talmud Bavli, Taanis 4a
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12. First Person: Human Sacrifice to an Ammonite God? [As published in the September/October
2014 issue of Biblical Archaeology Review] Hershel Shanks®
So the question arises, were sons and daughters—as opposed to infants—sacrificed in ancient

times? Is there any archaeological evidence?
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PLAN OF LATE BRONZE AGE TEMPLE

From J.B. Hennessy, “Thirteenth Century B.C. Temple of Human Sacrifice at Amman,” Studia Phoenicia I,
Phoenicia and its Neighbors(Leuven, 1985), figs. 3, 4.

In 1955 the late Australian archaeologist John Basil Hennessy excavated a Late Bronze Age (13th
century B.C.E.) building he identified as a temple near the airport in Amman, Jordan. In the
center of the solidly built structure were two circular flat stones, one on top of the other, that the

! http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/daily-life-and-practice/first-person-human-

sacrifice-to-an-ammonite-god/
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excavator identified as an altar with which a large number of burnt offerings were associated,
including pottery, 50 pieces of gold jewelry, small bronze pins, scarabs and cylinder seals. In the
words of the excavator, “The most surprising feature of all in the final analysis of the material is
that the several thousands of small bone fragments are almost exclusively [over 90 percent]
human ... There can be little doubt that a major concern of the ritual at the Amman airport
temple was the burning of human bodies.”1 Hennessey’s general impression was that the bones
represented an “immature group.” One was of a youth 14 to 18 years of age.

13. “Sweating Truth in Ancient Carthage”: Adrienne Mayor, Stanford
University

In the 1920s, an electrifying French discovery in the ruins of Carthage was
reported. The precinct of the tophet (cemetery/site of child sacrifice) had
been found (other tophets exist in Punic colonies, eg Sardinia). Thousands
of urns with burnt remains of young children, stone tablets carved with the

letters MLK, Punic inscriptions dedicating sons to Baal, and a stele with the
inscribed image of a priest holding an infant confirmed the identification....

In his own discussion of the appalling atrocities reported during the Revolt of the Mercenaries, Miles
acknowledges the hair-raising violence of this “war without pity,” (205) marked by “infamous brutality,”
“hideous” tortures, and “butchery,” (208), echoing the words of Polybius, that this war “far excelled all
wars we know of in cruelty and defiance of principle.”

Care for Animals
14. Devarim 22:6-7
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15. Vayikra 22:28
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16. Ramban, Devarim 22:6 [R. Moshe b. Nachman, b. Gerona, Spain, d. Israel, 1194-1270]
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17. Responsa, Noda BiYehuda, Mahadura Tinyana, YD 10 [R. Yechezkel b. Yehudah Landau, b.
Opataw, Poland, became chief rabbi of Prague and all of Bohemia. He represented the Jews
before the Austrian government, and took an active part in responding to the social and religious
upheaval created by the opening of non-Jewish society to the Jews after the abolition of the
ghettos. 1713-1793]
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18. Shulchan Aruch, OC 167:6
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19. Biur Halacha, ad loc.
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20. Attitudes Toward Animals in Greco-Roman Antiquity Liliane Bodson University of Liege

Yet, for all the sympathy they dis-
played towards animals, the ancient
Greeks and Romans could not always re-
frain from cruelty and mistreatment.
The Greeks, especially the Athenians,
did enjoy quail- and cockfights (Bruneau,
1965), the latter being justified as a na-
tional celebration since a couple of fight-
ing roosters was believed to have in-
spired the Athenian resistance to the
Persian invaders in the early 5th century
B.C. (Aelian, On Armimals, 11. 18). There is
however nothing in those shows to com-
pare with what was to become the com-
maon entertainment under the Roman em-
pire. Besides the pacific exhibitions and
parades of exotic animals, people in Rome
and in the more remote provinces as
well enjoyed the bloody games of the
arena in which thousands of wild animals

waore slaughtered at the price of irre-
trievable damage to the African, Asian,
and European fauna (Loisel, 1912; Jenn-
son, 1937; Toynbee, 1973) Even though
such games, yet on a lower scale, were
ariginally part of funeral rites, by the
turn of the 1st century B.C.. they no
longer had any reference to a cult or re-
ligious purpose. They were sometimes
presented as a useful device of the
emperors aiming at clearing some parts
of the Empire from wild and dangerous
mammals in order to enlarge the areas
available for human settlements. Yet,
they were primarily a political and social
phenomenon in which the goals of sport
hunting, once defined by Xenophon (see
above) were perverted (Auguet, 1970)
Contrasting with the literary evidence
and the rich diversity of sensitive depic-

tions of animals either common or rare,
the sadistic barbarity of those mass slaugh-
tering reveals one of the outstanding
paradoxes of the Roman people. While
being s0 much alive to the interest and
beauty of the animal kingdom, they took
pleasure in gazing at the sufferings and
agonizing death of its most impressive
species. Cicero’s, Seneca’s, Plutarch's
voices were among the very few which
were raised in protest against those
hideous practices. They condemned them
—unsuccessfully. As for the onlookers,
the first and last public protest recorded
in the ancient tradition occurred in 55
B.C. during the great show given by Pom-
pey which turned into the killing of
i i about twenty elephants (Scullard, 1974)
Conclusion: Section II

21. A Letter in a Scroll, page 41 [Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks British rabbi, philosopher and scholar of
Judaism. He served as the Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew Congregations of the
Commonwealth from 1991 to 2013]

Judaism is an iconoclastic faith that has, not once but
many times, challenged the assumptions of an age, and it is
hard, centuries later, to recapture the drama of those en-
counters. For us it is all too obvious why Abraham believed
in one God, or why Moses fought against the enslavement
of his people, or why the prophets bartled against the cor-
ruption of public life. We are heir to their achievements; we
see the world through their eyes and find it difficult to un-
derstand how people could have thought otherwise. History
is the past as seen through the eyes of the victors, and Jews
won a whole series of moral victories. As Thomas Cahill
points out in his The Gifts of the Jews, o a large degree, West-
ern civilization is framed in terms of concepts first articu-
lated by the Jews.?

Ar the time, however, those victories were anything but
inevitable. To the contrary, they called into question the
foundational certainties of their age. The spiritual vision of
the heroes and heroines of Jewish life was, when first for-
mulated, angular, counterintuitive and strange. Not by acci-
dent did Moses, Isaiah and Jeremiah complain that they
found it hard to speak the word of God. They meant that
they found it difficult to say words that could be understood
by their contemporaries; nor were they the last to do so. Ju-
daism is God's perennial question mark against the conven-
tional wisdom of mankind, and this has been the fate of

( Jewish identity in modern times. It belongs to a language, a
" way of seeing and thinking, that has become hard to trans-
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22. Talmud Bavli, 45b
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23. Rabbi Norman Lamm, Drasha 1963, BeHaaloscha

a BBt aside. We must never forget that it was Western Civilization
that produced that obscene execration called Auschwitz -~ and it was
the philosopher Santayana who warned us that he who forgets history
is doomed to relive it, The nation that gave us Auschwitz was the
most advanced In the world ~~ sclientifically, technologically, and
culturally too. Only tecently | read that one of the leaders pf the
Gestapo, Heydrich, of accursed memory, used to gather his friends to
his home twice a week for a ''gemut!iche Abende'' of Bach, Mozart and
other priceless musical compositions, When he bdcame Bovernor-Genera!
of Czechoslavakia, he set for himsel!f two priorities above all others:
to |lquidate every Jewish man, woman, and child in his territory; and
to rebulld the Prague Opera House as a center for music lovers &f all
Europe. Now thid does not mean that muséé¢ and culture, science and
engineering, are 'Trefah''. It does met mean that we can or should
resign from Western Civilization. It does mwan that we must keep
somewhat aloof, that ee must adopt a critical stance and not embrace it

blindly. It meass we must exercise dissent and criticism, intelligence
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