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The​ ​Trojan​ ​Horse​ ​of​ ​Chanuka 
 

1. Rambam​ ​Laws​ ​of​ ​Megilla​ ​v’Chanuka​ ​Perek​ ​3 
1​​ ​In​ ​[the​ ​era​ ​of]​ ​the​ ​Second​ ​Temple,​ ​the​ ​Greek​ ​kingdom​ ​issued​ ​decrees​ ​against​ ​the​ ​Jewish​ ​people,​ ​[attempting​ ​to] 

nullify​ ​their​ ​faith​ ​and​ ​​refusing​ ​to​ ​allow​ ​them​ ​to​ ​observe​ ​the​ ​Torah​​ ​and​ ​its​ ​commandments.​ ​They​ ​extended​ ​their​ ​hands 
against​ ​their​ ​property​ ​and​ ​their​ ​daughters;​ ​they​ ​entered​ ​the​ ​Sanctuary,​ ​wrought​ ​havoc​ ​within,​ ​and​ ​made​ ​the 

sacraments​ ​impure.​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​The​ ​Jews​ ​suffered​ ​great​ ​difficulties​ ​from​ ​them,​ ​for​ ​they​ ​oppressed​ ​them​ ​greatly​ ​until​ ​the​ ​God 
of​ ​our​ ​ancestors​ ​had​ ​mercy​ ​upon​ ​them,​ ​delivered​ ​them​ ​from​ ​their​ ​hand,​ ​and​ ​saved​ ​them.​ ​The​ ​sons​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Hasmoneans, 
the​ ​High​ ​Priests,​ ​overcame​ ​[them],​ ​slew​ ​them,​ ​and​ ​saved​ ​the​ ​Jews​ ​from​ ​their​ ​hand.​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​They​ ​appointed​ ​a​ ​king​ ​from 
the​ ​priests,​ ​and​ ​sovereignty​ ​returned​ ​to​ ​Israel​ ​for​ ​more​ ​than​ ​200​ ​years,​ ​until​ ​the​ ​destruction​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Second​ ​Temple. 

2​​ ​When​ ​the​ ​Jews​ ​overcame​ ​their​ ​enemies​ ​and​ ​destroyed​ ​them,​ ​they​ ​entered​ ​the​ ​Sanctuary;​ ​this​ ​was​ ​on​ ​the 
twenty-fifth​ ​of​ ​Kislev.​ ​They​ ​could​ ​not​ ​find​ ​any​ ​pure​ ​oil​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Sanctuary,​ ​with​ ​the​ ​exception​ ​of​ ​a​ ​single​ ​cruse.​ ​It 

contained​ ​enough​ ​oil​ ​to​ ​burn​ ​for​ ​merely​ ​one​ ​day.​ ​They​ ​lit​ ​the​ ​arrangement​ ​of​ ​candles​ ​from​ ​it​ ​for​ ​eight​ ​days​ ​until​ ​they 
could​ ​crush​ ​olives​ ​and​ ​produce​ ​pure​ ​oil.​ ​​ ​​​ ​​ ​​ ​​ ​​3​​ ​Accordingly,​ ​the​ ​Sages​ ​of​ ​that​ ​generation​ ​ordained​ ​that​ ​these​ ​eight​ ​days, 
which​ ​begin​ ​from​ ​the​ ​twenty-fifth​ ​of​ ​Kislev,​ ​should​ ​be​ ​commemorated​ ​to​ ​be​ ​days​ ​of​ ​happiness​ ​and​ ​praise​ ​[of​ ​God]. 

Candles​ ​should​ ​be​ ​lit​ ​in​ ​the​ ​evening​ ​at​ ​the​ ​entrance​ ​to​ ​the​ ​houses​ ​on​ ​each​ ​and​ ​every​ ​one​ ​of​ ​these​ ​eight​ ​nights​ ​to 
publicize​ ​and​ ​reveal​ ​the​ ​miracle.​ ​These​ ​days​ ​are​ ​called​ ​Chanukah.​ ​It​ ​is​ ​forbidden​ ​to​ ​eulogize​ ​and​ ​fast​ ​on​ ​them,​ ​as​ ​on 

the​ ​days​ ​of​ ​Purim.​ ​Lighting​ ​the​ ​candles​ ​on​ ​these​ ​days​ ​is​ ​a​ ​Rabbinic​ ​mitzvah,​ ​like​ ​the​ ​reading​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Megillah. 
2. Talmud​ ​Bavli,​ ​Megilla​ ​9a 

There​ ​was​ ​​an​ ​incident​ ​involving​ ​King​ ​Ptolemy​​ ​of​ ​Egypt,​ ​​who​ ​assembled​ ​seventy-two​ ​Elders​​ ​from​ ​the​ ​Sages​ ​of 
Israel,​ ​​and​ ​put​ ​them​ ​into​ ​seventy-two​​ ​separate​ ​​rooms,​ ​and​ ​did​ ​not​ ​reveal​ ​to​ ​them​ ​for​ ​what​ ​​purpose​ ​​he​ ​assembled 

them,​​ ​so​ ​that​ ​they​ ​would​ ​not​ ​coordinate​ ​their​ ​responses.​ ​​He​ ​entered​​ ​and​ ​​approached​ ​each​ ​and​ ​every​ ​one,​ ​and 
said​ ​to​​ ​each​ ​of​ ​​them:​ ​Write​ ​for​ ​me​​ ​a​ ​translation​ ​of​ ​​the​ ​Torah​ ​of​ ​Moses​ ​your​ ​teacher.​ ​The​ ​Holy​ ​One,​ ​Blessed​ ​be​ ​He, 

placed​ ​wisdom​ ​in​ ​the​ ​heart​ ​of​ ​each​ ​and​ ​every​ ​one,​ ​and​ ​they​ ​all​ ​agreed​ ​to​ ​one​​ ​common​ ​​understanding.​​ ​Not​ ​only​ ​did 
they​ ​all​ ​translate​ ​the​ ​text​ ​correctly,​ ​they​ ​all​ ​introduced​ ​the​ ​same​ ​changes​ ​into​ ​the​ ​translated​ ​text.​ ​​And​ ​they 
wrote​ ​for​ ​him:​ ​God​ ​created​ ​in​ ​the​ ​beginning​ ​[​bereshit​],​​ ​reversing​ ​the​ ​order​ ​of​ ​the​ ​words​ ​in​ ​the​ ​first​ ​phrase​ ​in 

the​ ​Torah​ ​that​ ​could​ ​be​ ​misinterpreted​ ​as:​ ​“​Bereshit​​ ​created​ ​God”​ ​(​Genesis​ ​1:1​).​ ​They​ ​did​ ​so​ ​to​ ​negate​ ​those 
who​ ​believe​ ​in​ ​the​ ​preexistence​ ​of​ ​the​ ​world​ ​and​ ​those​ ​who​ ​maintain​ ​that​ ​there​ ​are​ ​two​ ​powers​ ​in​ ​the​ ​world: 
One​ ​is​ ​​Bereshit​,​ ​who​ ​created​ ​the​ ​second,​ ​God.​ ​And​ ​they​ ​wrote:​ ​​I​ ​shall​ ​make​ ​man​ ​in​ ​image​ ​and​ ​in​ ​likeness,​​ ​rather 

than:​ ​“Let​ ​us​ ​make​ ​man​ ​in​ ​our​ ​image​ ​and​ ​in​ ​our​ ​likeness”​ ​(​Genesis​ ​1:26​),​ ​as​ ​from​ ​there​ ​too​ ​one​ ​could 
mistakenly​ ​conclude​ ​that​ ​there​ ​are​ ​multiple​ ​powers​ ​and​ ​that​ ​God​ ​has​ ​human​ ​form.  

3. Shulchan​ ​Aruch​ ​O”C​ ​580 

 אֵלּוּ   הַיָּמִים   שֶׁאֵרְעוּ   בָּהֶם   צָרוֹת   לַאֲבוֹתֵינוּ   וְרָאוּי   לְהִתְעַנּוֹת   בָּהֶם…   בִּשְׁמוֹנָה   בְּטֵבֵת   נִכְתְּבָה
  הַתּוֹרָה   יְונִָית   בִּימֵי   תַּלְמַי   הַמֶּלֶךְ   וְהָיָה   חֹשֶׁךְ   בָּעוֹלָם   שְׁלשָֹׁה   יָמִים;

https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.1
https://www.sefaria.org/Genesis.1.26
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4. Rabbi​ ​Avigdor​ ​Nebenzal​ ​(Israel),​ ​Sichot​ ​Al​ ​HaParsha-​ ​Vayetzei​ תשע”ד​ 

 

 

5. Bereishit​ ​31:46-47 
And​ ​Jacob​ ​said​ ​to​ ​his​ ​kinsmen,​ ​"Gather​ ​stones,"​ ​and​ ​they​ ​took​ ​stones​ ​and​ ​made​ ​a​ ​pile,​ ​and​ ​they​ ​ate​ ​there​ ​by​ ​the​ ​pile. 

And​ ​Laban​ ​called​ ​it​ ​Yegar​ ​Sahadutha,​ ​but​ ​Jacob​ ​called​ ​it​ ​Gal-ed. 
6. Tosefta,​ ​Chagiga​ ​1:3 

 קטן…​ ​יודע​ ​לדבר​ ​אביו​ ​מלמדו​ ​שמע​ ​ותורה​ ​ולשון​ ​קודש
7. Devarim​ ​11:19;​ ​Rashi 

 "וְלִמַּדְתֶּם֥   אתָֹם֛   אֶת־בְּנֵיכֶם֖   לְדַבֵּר֣   בָּם֑"
Rashi​:​ ​From​ ​this​ ​they​ ​(the​ ​Rabbis)​ ​derived​ ​their​ ​teaching:​ ​When​ ​the​ ​babe​ ​begins​ ​to​ ​speak,​ ​his​ ​father​ ​should​ ​speak 

with​ ​him​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Holy​ ​Tongue,​ ​and​ ​should​ ​instruct​ ​him​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Torah. 
8. Rambam​ ​commentary​ ​to​ ​Mishna​ ​Avot​ ​2:1 

And​ ​afterwards,​ ​he​ ​said​ ​that​ ​​he​ ​needs​ ​to​ ​be​ ​careful​ ​with​ ​a​ ​commandment​ ​that​ ​he​ ​thinks​ ​is​ ​light​​ ​-​ ​like​ ​rejoicing​ ​in​ ​the 
holiday,​ ​and​ ​study​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Holy​ ​Tongue​ ​-​ ​as​ ​with​ ​a​ ​commandment​ ​the​ ​great​ ​weightiness​ ​of​ ​which​ ​is​ ​clear​ ​to​ ​you​ ​- 

like​ ​circumcision​ ​and​ ​​tsitsit​ ​​(fringes)​ ​and​ ​slaughtering​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Pesach​ ​sacrifice.  
9. Midrash​ ​Rabbah,​ ​Bereishit​ ​2:4 

 רַבִּי   שִׁמְעוֹן   בֶּן   לָקִישׁ   פָּתַר   קְרָיָא   בַּגָּלֻיּוֹת,    וְהָאָרֶץ   הָיְתָה   תהֹוּ ,   זֶה   גָּלוּת    בָּבֶל ,   שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר   ( ירמיה
 ד,​ ​כט​):   רָאִיתִי   אֶת   הָאָרֶץ   וְהִנֵּה   תהֹוּ.   וָבהֹוּ,   זֶה   גָּלוּת    מָדַי ​ ​(​אסתר​ ​ו,​ ​יד​):   ויַַּבְהִלוּ   לְהָבִיא   אֶת
 הָמָן.   וְחשֶׁךְ,   זֶה   גָּלוּת    יוָןָ ,   שֶׁהֶחֱשִׁיכָה   עֵינֵיהֶם   שֶׁל   יִשְׂרָאֵל   בִּגְזֵרוֹתֵיהֶן,   שֶׁהָיְתָה   אוֹמֶרֶת   לָהֶם,

 כִּתְבוּ   עַל   קֶרֶן   הַשּׁוֹר   שֶׁאֵין   לָכֶם   חֵלֶק   בֵּאלהֵֹי   יִשְׂרָאֵל.   עַל   פְּנֵי   תְהוֹם,   זֶה   גָּלוּת   מַמְלֶכֶת
 הָרְשָׁעָה ,   שֶׁאֵין   לָהֶם   חֵקֶר   כְּמוֹ   הַתְּהוֹם

https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.4.29
https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.4.29
https://www.sefaria.org/Esther.6.14
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10. Siftei​ ​Chaim​ ​(R.​ ​Chaim​ ​Friedlander),​ ​Moadim​ ​II,​ ​p.​ ​59 

 

11. Megillat​ ​Antiokhus 
Antiokhus​ ​told​ ​his​ ​generals,​ ​“You​ ​are​ ​already​ ​aware​ ​of​ ​the​ ​nation​ ​of​ ​Yehuda​ ​that​ ​dwells​ ​in​ ​Yerushalayim.​ ​They​ ​do​ ​not 
offer​ ​sacrifices​ ​to​ ​our​ ​gods,​ ​nor​ ​do​ ​they​ ​follow​ ​our​ ​religious​ ​practices.​ ​They​ ​forsake​ ​the​ ​rules​ ​of​ ​the​ ​king​ ​in​ ​order​ ​to 

follow​ ​their​ ​own​ ​rules…​ ​Therefore,​ ​let​ ​us​ ​rise​ ​up​ ​and​ ​attack​ ​them,​ ​forcing​ ​them​ ​to​ ​nullify​ ​their​ ​covenant​ ​[with​ ​God], 
namely​ ​to​ ​observe​ ​Shabbat,​ ​Rosh​ ​Chodesh,​ ​and​ ​circumcision. 
12. Ohr​ ​Gedalyahu​ ​(R.​ ​Gedalya​ ​Schorr),​ ​Moadim​ ​p.​ ​72 

 
13. Yalkut​ ​Yosef​ ​(R.​ ​Ovadia​ ​Yosef),​ ​vol.​ ​16,​ ​pgs.​ ​30-31 

 

 


