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e We have to read this as it appears.

e It says that David committed adultery
and he sent the husband to the
battlefield and we have to take that at
face value.

e  Chazal tell us David didn’t sin

e  Tanach still see David as a hero and his son from this
union is the one who builds the Beis Hamikdash

e  If there is a case of adultery, the woman is forbidden

to the husband and the adulterer but we don’t see
that here at all.

David sees Batsheva
and calls her to his
palace (11:3)

David sinned not only in indulgence but in
adultery

She must be divorced at this point with the military Get.
This is clear from the fact that:

a. He inquires after her before she comes

b. Her grandfather is Achitofel, David’s advisor and
likely one who introduced the Get policy in the first place

David summons
Uriah from the
warfront and sends
him home (11:6)

David is trying to mask the father of the baby by
having Uriah think it might be him, thereby
jeopardizing the lineage of the family
e He could have instead brought the child
up privately to avoid this.

David realized that if he would let her give birth, it would be
discovered since she is so close to Achitofel. This would spark
great Chilul H’ and rebellion(as later happened with Achitofel).
He therefore had to cover it, with the intention of telling that
child later about his true lineage.

David sends Uriah to
the warfront with his
death warrant (11:15)

This is David abusing his power to get rid of the
obstacle between him and Batsheva.

Uriah had rebelled against the king and is chayav misah on 2
accounts:
e He was told to go home and this would mean not to
return to war but he did not listen
e The king sent him home with a meal from the king
but he refused to take it.

David immediately
marries Batsheva
afterwards (11:27)

This is David still running after his indulgences.
He does not even control himself after all is said
and done.

David needed to account for this pregnancy as soon as
possible so the child would not be seen as born out of
wedlock.

David exclaims the
rich shepherd is to
die (12:5)

That is the punishment for adultery

This is the king acting beyond the call of justice to remove
cruel people from society

David admits sinning
to H’ (12:13)

The sin was private. There were two parties
involved. Uriah is dead and Batsheva is married to
me, so please let me deal with this privately and
not have to have this become a public ordeal.

It is clear from here that David did not sin in the legal sense
against others. It was not the correct way for a king to behave
but there was no adultery and murder.
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1. Talmud Bavli, Shabbos 56a
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Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone who says that David sinned with
Bathsheba is nothing other than mistaken, as it is stated: “And David succeeded in all his ways; and the
Lord was with him” (1samuel18:14). Is it possible that sin came to his hand andnevertheless the Divine
Presence was with him?
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However, how then do I establish the meaning of the rebuke of the prophet Nathan: “Why have you despised
the word of the Lord, to do that which is evil in My sight? Uriah the Hittite you have smitten with the sword,
and his wife you have taken to be your wife, and him you have slain with the sword of the children of Ammon” (i samuel
12:0), indicating that David sinned? The Gemara answers: David sought to do evil and have relations with Bathsheba
while she was still married to Uriah but did not do so.

7272 W PMPR AWK T2 DARY INWR DRI NIT XD PITI02 T T2 AW 2902 0PI N R DR

That which is written: “Uriah the Hittite you have smitten with the sword,”means that you could have
judged him before the Sanhedrin as one guilty of treason against the throne, and you did not judge him in
that manner. Instead, you had him executed in a manner that deviated from the generally accepted principles of
judgment. With regard to that which is written: “And his wife you have taken to be your wife”; it means that
you have rights of marriage with her, as by law Bathsheba was already divorced from Uriah.
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As Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani said that Rabbi Yonatan said: Anyone who goes to a war waged by the
royal house of David writes a conditional bill of divorce to his wife. That was done to prevent a situation in
which the soldier’s wife would be unable to remarry because the soldier did not return from battle and there were no
witnesses to his fate. The conditional bill of divorce accorded her the status of a divorcee and freed her to remarry. As
it is stated: “And carry these ten cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and to your brothers bring
greetings and take their pledge [ arubatam]’ (1samuel17:18).
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‘What is the meaning of arubatam? Rav Yosef taught: It refers to matters that are shared [ hame’ oravim]
between him, the husband, and her, the wife, i.e., marriage. The verse should be read: Take the bill of divorce that
determines the status of the relationship between husband and wife. As, apparently, it was customary for men at war
to send their wives a conditional divorce, since Uriah later died, Bathsheba retroactively assumed divorced status
from the time that he set out to war. She was not forbidden to David.
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With regard to that which is written: “And him you have slain with the sword of the children of Ammon,” it
means: Just as you are not punished for soldiers killed by the sword of the children of Ammon in the
course of the war, so too you are not punished for the death of Uriah the Hittite.
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‘What is the reason that David was not liable for the death of Uriah? Because Uriah was a traitor against the

throne. As he said to David: “And my lord Joab and the servants of my lord are encamped in the open
fields” (usamuel 11:11). In the presence of the king, one may not refer to another as his lord. Doing so is treason.
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The Big Why

2. | Divrei Hayamim 19:19-20:1
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And when all the vassals of Hadadezer saw that they had been routed by Israel, they submitted to David
and became his vassals. And the Arameans would not help the Ammonites anymore.
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At the turn of the year, the season when kings go out [to battle], Joab led out the army force and

devastated the land of Ammon, and then besieged Rabbah, while David remained in Jerusalem; Joab
reduced Rabbah and left it in ruins.

Idea One: The Danger of Tests

“Your faith was strong but you needed proof”
- Leonard Cohen

3. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 107a
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§ Apropos Ahithophel, the Gemara relates the events that led to his death. Rav Yehuda says that
Rav says: A person should never bring himself to undergo an ordeal, as David, king of
Israel, brought himself to undergo an ordeal and failed. David said before God: Master of
the Universe, for what reason does one say in prayer: God of Abraham, God of Isaac, and
God of Jacob, and one does not say: God of David? God said to David: They have
undergone ordeals before Me, and you have not undergone an ordeal before Me. David
said before Him: Examine me and subject me to an ordeal, as it is stated: “Examine
me, Lord, and subject me to an ordeal; try my kidneys and my heart” (psalms 26:2).

Idea Two: The Power of Teshuva

“And even though it all went wrong
1'll stand right here before the Lord of song”

- Leonard Cohen

The Point of this whole section

4. Talmud Bavli, Avodah Zarah 4b-5a
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And this is similar to that which Rabbi Yohanan says in the name of Rabbi Shimon ben Yohai:
David was not fit to act as he did in that incidentinvolving Bathsheba, and the Jewish people
were not fit to act as they did in that incident of the Golden Calf. David was not fit to act as he did
in that incident involving Bathsheba (see IT Samuel, chapter 11), as it is written: “And my heart is
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wounded within me” (psams 100:22), i.€., he had vanquished his evil inclination, and therefore it should
not have been able to rule over him to that extent.
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And likewise the Jewish people were not fit to act as they did in that incidentof the Golden Calf,
as it is written with regard to the Jewish people of that time: “Who would give that they had such
a heart as this always, to fear Meand keep all My commandments, that it might be good for them,
and with their children forever” (peuteronomy s:25). Rather, why did they performthese sins?
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This serves to say to you that if an individual has sinned, one says to him: Go to that famous
individual who sinned, King David, and learn from him that one can repent. And if the community
sinned, one says to them: Go tothe community that sinned, i.e., the Jewish people at the time of the
Golden Calf.
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And this is similar to that which Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani says that Rabbi Yonatan says:
What is the meaning of that which is written: “The saying of David, son of Yishai, and the
saying of the man raised on high [a/]” (II Samuel 23:1)? This is the meaning of the verse: The
saying of David, son of Yishai, who raised and lightened the yoke [ullah] of repentance, as he
taught the power of repentance through his own example.

Linguistic Expression of this
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The Two Stages of Teshuva
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5. Orot HaTeshuva, Perek 2
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With respect to the passing of time, Teshuvah is divided into 2 aspects: Sudden Teshuvah and Gradual
Teshuvah.

Sudden Teshuvah comes amidst a sudden spiritual flash than enters the soul. All at once one recognizes the
wrong and ugliness of one’s error, and one is transformed into a different being, already feeling inside the
complete transformation to the good. This Teshuvah comes from the appearance of an inner remedy that
greatly influences the soul, so it is able to seek the paths within the depths of mystery.

And there is gradual Teshuvah. No inner lightening flash transforms one from the depths of bad to good, but
rather one feels that one must continue on and improve the paths and ways one lives, ones will, ones mind-
stream. An in this way one subdues little by little, attaining the integrity, to rectifying the soul-traits,
improving ones deeds, teaching oneself how to become more and more skillful, until one come to a high level
of refinement and perfection.

The Suffering of David

6. Yalkut Shimoni, Letter 165
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Vindications of David’s Teshuva

7. Tehilim 24:7
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O gates, lift up your heads! Up high, you everlasting doors, so the King of glory may come in!

8. Talmud Bavli, Moed Katan 9a
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Rav Yehuda said that Rav said: When Solomon sought to bring the Ark into the Temple the
gates clung together and could not be opened. Solomon uttered twenty-four songs of praise, and
his prayer was not answered. He began and said: “Lift up your heads, O you gates, and be
lifted up, you everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in” (esams=4:7), but once again his prayer
was not answered, and the Temple gates remained closed.
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Once he said: “Now therefore arise, O Lord God, into your resting place, You, and the Ark of Your
strength; Let your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with victory and let Your pious ones rejoice in
goodness. O Lord God, do not turn away the face of Your anointed; remember the faithful
love of David Your servant” (II Chronicles 6:41—42), he was immediately answered. At that
moment the faces of David’s enemies turned dark like the charred bottom of a pot, and all
knew that the Holy One, Blessed be He, forgave him for that sin involving Bathsheba, as they
saw that it was only in his merit that the gates of the Temple opened.

9. Tehillim 30:1
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A psalm of David. A song for the dedication of the House.

10. Radak, ad loc.
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