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And by
Ricky and Dr David Adler upon the yartzheit of Ricky’s mother
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And by
Lisa Friedman on the occasion of the yahrzeit of her mother,
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1. 100-kilo Dislodged Stone Falls Off Western Wall,
Almost Hits Worshipper

No one knows how the stone was dislodged, but Western Wall Rabbi Shmuel
Rabinovich hypothesizes that it could have been due to moisture or plant growth

One of the ancient stones from Jerusalem's Western Wall dislodged and crashed into an adjacent prayer area on
Monday. No one was hurt.

Footage shows the block plummeting on Monday and landing on a raised wooded platform used for egalitarian
prayer.
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Western Wall Rabbi Shmuel Rabinovich called it a most unusual event that hadn't happened in decades. He says
moisture or plant growth could have dislodged the stone.

"The area containing the section of the wall was fenced off to prevent entry until the Antiquities Authority can
examine it. The authority is to map the stones in the coming days in order to preserve them and remove any danger
to visitors.

Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat hailed the lack of injuries as "a great miracle," adding that he intends to ask the Prime
Minister's Office to expand the periodic inspections of the site. "Once the Antiquitics Authority's maintenance work
is completed, the order will be removed and the plaza will return to the routine that has been customary until now."
The Western Wall, a remnant of the compound where the biblical Jewish temples once stood, is the holiest site
where Jews can pray.

Jews marked Sunday the Tisha B'Av fast commemorating the temples' destruction.

Why it Happened?

https://www.breakingisraelnews.com/111405/kabbalist-stone-falling-western-wall/

2. WESTERN WALL'S FALLEN STONE: SEED TO GROW THIRD TEMPLE?
By Adam Eliyahu Berkowitz July 27, 2018 , 12:51 pm

Rabbi Yekutiel Fish, author of the Hebrew Torah blog, Sod HaChashmal, did some soul-

searching and discovered the stone falling from the Kotel (Western Wall) had amazing Torah
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significance. Rabbi Fish noted that the term “kotel ma’aravi” (Western Wall) in gematria
(Hebrew numerology) is equal to the current Hebrew year, 5778.

“This is a hint that the time for the true end of the exile has arrived,” Fish wrote. “The stone fell
from the ninth level of stones that are visible and it also happened the day after the Ninth of Av
fast.”

“Pinchas was the ninth generation after Abraham,” Rabbi Fish wrote. “Nine signifies permanent
existence, since any number multiplied by nine gives a result that has a sum of nine. Elijah the
prophet, a reincarnation of Pinchas, ascended to heaven in a fiery chariot and never died so he
also represents permanence. Both Pinchas and Elijah were men of truth. The gematria

of emet (truth) is 441, whose numerals when added together equal nine. And the essence of
truth is that it is permanent, like the number nine.”

Rabbi Fish then cited a verse in Habakkuk that he believed referred to the incident.

For a stone shall cry out from the wall, And a rafter shall answer it from the

woodwork. Habakkuk 2:11

“In Hebrew, the first letters of the first three words of the verse spell ‘emet’, which is truth,
which is nine, which is permanence,” Rabbi Fish explained.

Even though the Western Wall is an external element of the Temple, it will have an essential role
in the appearance to the Third Temple, said Fish. According to a midrash (homiletic teachings),
the foundations of the Temple walls were built by King David so they can never be destroyed.
This is necessary since, as Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzatto, an 18th century mystic, wrote, the
Western Wall is like the Luz bone, an indestructible bone at the base of the skull that will be
used in the resurrection of the dead as a seed to regrow the entire body. According to Rabbi
Luzzatto, in the same way as the Luz bone, the Western Wall is indestructible and will be used to
rebuild the Temple.

3. Haaretz, Rock of Ages Western Wall May Shed Stones but Will
Stand for Thousands of Years, Archaeologists Reassure
A 100-kilogram rock fragment almost fell on a worshipper Monday. But
while the structure is sound, experts warn about lack of proper site
supervision

https://www.haaretz.com/archaeology/.premium.MAGAZINE-western-wall-may-shed-stones-
but-don-t-worry-says-geologist-1.6312748

Worse: “l went over all the other stones in that area and saw a lot that look in exactly the same
condition, with very deep cracks,” Dvira says. “There is no danger that the wall, its Herodian
parts, will fail. It is completely stable. But parts of the stone are crumbling and could fall.”

It happened in 2004, for instance: fragments - albeit significantly smaller ones - fell on people
in the courtyard, he recounts.

Mazar agrees that if the Western Wall had been properly supervised, or supervised at all, this
wouldn’t have happened.

“There is no orderly supervision,” she says. “Somebody needs to keep on top of the state of
the stones. This didn't happen all of a sudden. If there had been supervision, somebody
could have noticed the crack earlier. It isn't anybody'’s job at this time, but it should be - to
inspect the stones one by one, and see where vegetation needs to be pulled out.”
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4. Deputy Jerusalem mayor: Fallen Western Wall stone a

message to Reform Jews

23 July 2018, 8:13 pm
https://www.timesofisrael.com/deputy-jerusalem-mayor-fallen-western-wall-stone-a-message-
to-reform-jews/

Deputy Jerusalem Mayor Dov Kalmanovich said Monday that Reform Jews should reflect
on the significance of a large stone that came crashing down on the Western Wall’s
egalitarian prayer plaza earlier in the day.

Kalmanovich, of the national-religious Jewish Home party, said in a statement, “We must
not explain and interpret natural phenomena as signs from heaven, as the ways of the
Creator are hidden,” but then added that “the timing and the location of the fall raise
many questions.

“The falling of one of the Western Wall stones, so close to Tisha B’Av, and exactly at the
location of the controversial prayer area, should be a red light for us all,” he said,
referring to the Hebrew date of the destruction of the Second Temple, which this year
was commemorated on Sunday.

“I suggest that Reform leaders, Women of the Wall, and the other quarrel-mongers
e)lcamine themselves, and not the Wall.”

YESHIVA
WORLD
NEWS
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Halachik Considerations
R. Shmuel Rabinovitch, Rabbi of the Western Wall

Questions

5.

6
7.
8

Can the stone be returned if not through sticking, but by using metal pins which will require
drilling the stone

If the pins are made of iron, is this included in the prohibition of ‘not waving iron’ over the
stones of Har Habayis?

If it is permitted to bore a hole for the need of a pin, what does one do with the dust? Must it
be buried?

. Who is better to perform the work: a Jew who is ritually impure whose hands will have to

enter the airspace of Har Habayis or a non Jew? If it is a Jew, must he go to a kosher
mikvah beforehand?
What does one do with the small pieces of stone which cannot be reattached?
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Response
Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein

Doing Teshuva on Stealing a Stone

Story about a stone from the kotel being used
as a segula. He wanted to do Teshuva. What
could he do?

Three Transgressions

1. DESTROYING THE MIKDASH
10. Devarim 12:3-4
DRMDPX 20D XA 9N DNMY/X DNIYATIX DAY DRNAMTNX DNYNN
:X1NN DIPRNTR DAY NX DNTAX] NYTAN
Tear down their altars, smash their pillars, put their sacred posts to the fire, and cut
down the images of their gods, obliterating their name from that site.

:DMNOX M2 12 NYYNTXD
Do not worship the LORD your God in like manner

11. Shulchan Aruch, OC 152
“TNN VD 121 .NDION "2 DWW NNDY XOHW
NN D12 XOX INKN 12 XYW DIIX DND VIR XY INK 17012 MaaY T2 NDION N2 PMD N
DM 12°27) 2N XTI 12NIND 'K NN P71 NMNDY 1X1 XD "aN) 1w DM 72 NN NONN
(@"an1owa " n"nah

2. STEALING FROM THE MIKDASH FUND
12. Mishna Torah, Shekalim 4:8
MYY P2Y PRXINY W11 .NRTR N2 PROIN M2YYW NNYRN 102 M0 100 PN W)
2WOD N 1YY MY 52001 N2V NAT 121 .N2WHN0 1Wn "Wy DML .NZRYAN
TV .N2W20 W0 1'RI 1Y 121¥ 001 PNOTAN 001 DR NN D29A710aY D0 NRK
APAR 12193X1 1200 1'22PN 1PN DINA DNARY MPY2 IX 1NN D272 My 1TnNnNY 012213
1 "PON PR DN (2 2 NMN)INAND A "N125 1301 DIY RO (A T RITY) MNIY

3. HUMILIATING THE TORAH
13. Shulchan Aruch, YD 179:9

:N”D 1DY 1NN PN PIDA 1Y NP 1R VAW P1)N

Doing Teshuva
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Herod said to him: I am he. Had I known that the Sages were so cautious I would
not have killed them. Now, what is that man’s remedy, i.e., what can I do to repent for
my sinful actions? Bava ben Buta said to him: He who extinguished the light of the
world by killing the Torah Sages, as it is written: “For the mitzva is a lamp, and the
Torah is light” (Proverbs 6:23), should go and occupy himself with the light of the
world, the Temple, as it is written with regard to the Temple: “And all the nations shall
flow [venaharu] unto it” (Isaiah 2:2), the word venaharu alluding to light

[nehora]. There are those who say that this is what he said to him: He who blinded the
eye of the world, as it is written in reference to the Sages: “And if it be committed through
ignorance by the eyes of the congregation” (Numbers 15:24), should go and occupy
himself with the eye of the world, the Temple, as it is written: “I will desecrate my
Temple, the pride of your strength, the delight of your eyes” (Ezekiel 24:21).

14. Igros Moshe, YD IV:63

™an YAWn N7 TRUAY 29 SN R¥AN
RS AUND X1 ‘D A7 WA U LUTenR
W *29yn N0 i uRNY MR MW T 7I7 72 Xpo'D
29PN ArAwnY R .obWh 300 WRY pama
K3 T MR D RPO'D /A YD M0 DYWR YR
RIPR 127 .09W9 290 WRY 773pn W yavaw b
X7 XM 13 TMT R”D XPO'D ‘R AR AR WM
ow "Oomn K2 W awma ardww anb ehwh oo
DY X7 ORTY PAR ,OR3TWR 0D KUK - Hmon xnw
Y79 127 MR XW3 ‘B3 WYTHI PR Mo
227V Dnton e arown PR oWST 0T ‘2 XpO'D ‘2
PIma Y2 XN ORT PAR PR YR 0Nt X2 AR
79720 059w Tanon RYT WY Xwl /93 RN
a0 9 5w Y R AR 195 onon Y waenn
A3 PRYT WIPR R0 ,0TPn D992 K1 07T -

——f‘

7 of 11


https://www.sefaria.org/Proverbs.6.23
https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.2.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.15.24
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.24.21
https://www.sefaria.org/Proverbs.6.23
https://www.sefaria.org/Isaiah.2.2
https://www.sefaria.org/Numbers.15.24
https://www.sefaria.org/Ezekiel.24.21

Waving Iron on the Mikdash
15. Shmos 20:22 '
TTZPNR TRY DRI 1370 02 N3 TANK AN~ "7 pyn DUIK Ao

T T )=

And if you make for Me an altar of stones, do not build it of hewn
stones; for by wielding your tool upon them you have profaned them.

16. Rashi, ad loc.
12 D1DY 20N NAMNDY TIV1.(RNDIN) TINNDN DY I¥RND 1Y 1T NN DTN DY 12 ¥R
1KY DMIX DM, INNL R D127 10152300 NN 12y K11 KD 12797 ,0MYp2Y DNNIX2 DXIY!
2'0RN0 ,5112 DN2Y 1IN K01 NN NN DIYY M>0NY T 5V ,NM12TN K1 Myniv X1 MK
INXIAN XYY NN N2 NNX DY 11202 DTN 1'2,NNAYNY NNawn 1'2 ,\RYNRY YN 12 DIYY
:(Dw) nmay1a

THEN THOU HAST PROFANED IT — Thus you may learn that if thou liftest up thy iron tool
above it thou profanest it. The reason of this it, because the altar is created (its purpose is) to
lengthen man’s days and iron has been created (one of its purposes is) to shorten man’s days, it
is not right that an object which shortens man’s life should be lifted up above that which
lengthens it (Mekhilta, Middoth 3:4). And a further reason it: because the altar makes peace
between Israel and their Father in Heaven, and therefore there should not come upon it
anything that cuts and destroys. Now, the following statement follows logically, a fortiori: How
is it in the case of stones which cannot see nor hear nor speak? Because that they promote peace
Scripture ordains, “Thou shalt not lift up against them any iron tool!” Then in the case of one
who makes peace between a man and his wife, between family and family, between a man and
his fellow, how much more certain is it that punishment will not come upon him (Mekhilta
d'Rabbi Yishmael 20:22:2).

17. Talmud Bavli, Sotah 48b
12X 111272 PPaM (T B n*:‘m) "RIw P"?Dﬂ:l DR 79w 712 12w A "N "D awn Y2 P"?JTD RN

777 M 9727 32055 00127 17121 Yon v
§ The mishna taught: From the time when the First Temple was destroyed the shamir ceased to
exist. The Sages taught: This shamir is the creature with which Solomon built the Temple, as it
is stated: “For the house, when it was built, was built of whole stone from the
quarry” (I Kings 6:7). Now these words should be understood exactly as they are written, that King
Solomon took whole stones and shaped them by having the shamir do the cutting. This is the statement
of Rabbi Yehuda.

DR 777322 M7 A MR 2P1AR 9R 70 (B LT N h’:’??:) TR 920 R 10 M7 WK D1 A1 1Y R
WIPM *12R2 77T 927 °727 PRI U2 MK 021921 02101 YINAR PRNR MW N2 1022 vawl X7 2''N an 10
N2 °12R2 7R M 072N
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Rabbi Nehemya said to him: And is it possible to say so? But isn’t it already stated: “All
these were costly stones, according to the measures of hewn stones, sawed with saws” (II Kings
7:9), which indicates that saws, which are iron implements, were used to shape the stones? If so, what is
the meaning when the verse states: “And hammer, ax, and any tool of iron were not heard in the
house when it was being built” (I Kings 6:7)? It means that he would prepare the

stones outside the Temple Mount using tools, and bring them inside already cut, so that no iron tools
were used inside the Temple itself. Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi said: The statement of Rabbi Yehuda that
no iron tools were used appears to be correct with regard to the Temple stones, and the
statement of Rabbi Nehemya that tools were used appears to be correct with regard to the stones
of the king’s own house.

18.Ramban, Shmos 20:22
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IDNX XD 21NN .NMAY NN NLMYN 2 ,071)0DN 1251 5219212 Nwyl XD DNy
97N XY N2 YA ,NOY NAiN 721N 1w w1910 .51 100V 9202 p1 N nad

NLID) 11 MAIMY PMNIYWIAIX GDI DI2 1MN NNDY X2 DN L(N 12 DMAT) Drandy
1N 11T N2Y2 211N DYV DX X" O5W INYL 12w NN .Y 12IRY 2"YR 0 mn arn (Gnn
Y a"YNL(F1 X)) 1MIANA N2 DM 52 52 ynwd KOW MmN 9'DIN NNOY Mim:2)

N2 NNX DIN N2 NNN X120 NNN NDAN XD (IN2) XNYona MY 10w ,0mn
NN N2 Ynw) XY 51252 50 1ram mapm 07pn N NN L,DWWTR WP Y2na
51121522 117NN DIARN MIPW NV N VN NN VNI YINA YN Yynwi 1K N1
21N 121,122 1N IWN D'P11AN DXYN 51122 2" 1N12 IWND 91111 DY DMN DXNNDN)
DN IMIN N2 IWNRIY N AN NN TDYY M DIAX MM T DAN WD (KD N DY)
D120 7172 990 1NV 1IMN1aM) K91 5121 DMN PN XY M1'pn NAY nan

N2 PNY NNYY RNV PI,1020 NNYY KNP KD ;N2 yon Nndwan (T Ow) 1RwInn
O XY ,"'yon" pinal (NN X''D) M1 Npdn NN YAX ,)MAaNX N MNNY T2 D)9
NMNX PN K91 ,D21210 2NN MA1N DIAND VODMIPON XD ,aNN 1N X WDN 1WKD
D21 ynerw) N2W NNYY NN XD 1D ;NN 12 DD AN 1ran Mapna maw X9 ,1N02
.(:MN) NLID N2DNA NN 271 NYTI NN LINAN DTN PNIND N Y1 ,5mMa %p N"an N
IO NYT OV .WTPNRN N2 XD ,)MX DY 1N'22 Nt AN (DY) NN 21 Ny DaN
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19. Chazon Ish, Even Haezer, Siman 146, Sotah 48b
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20.1 Divrei Hayamim 28:19

(9) :MP32AT NIIR7M 72 W "2y Mym T N2 933
“All this that the LORD made me understand by His hand on

me, I give you in writing—the plan of all the works.”

How Far this Goes
Shulchan Aruch, OC 180
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