Shemot VI — Unmasking The Makkot

The Plagues

7:14-25 Blood DT

7:26-8:11 Frogs YT1O¥

8:12-15 Lice D12

8:16-20 Wild Animals 21Ny

9:1-7 Pestilence N2T

9:8-12 Boils |'n¥

9:13-26 Hail T2

10:4-7 Locusts N2N

10:21-24 Darkness

10. 11:1-10, 12:12,13,29-33 Death of the Firstborn NN NdN
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Division Of The Plagues In The Hagadda

1. 5 Groups Of 2

:D'N9N NINN 773 KN NHOLY YT NRTD T2 DRYAN 217! XYM DD 719 DAY

And Hashem took us out of Egypt, with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, and with great signs,
wonders, and miracles.
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With a mighty hand: two. An outstretched arm — two. With great wonders — two. Signs — two. Miracles two.
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These are the 10 plagues that the Holy One brought upon the Egyptian in Egypt.

II. Rebbe Yehuda’s Three Groups
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Rabbi Yehuda would give following sign: datzach, adash, b’achab

1. Blood 4, Wild Animals 7. Hail
2. Frogs 5. Pestilence 8. Locusts
3. Lice 6. Boils 9. Darkness + 1stborn
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The Logic of Rebbe Yehuda:

1. Warnings: 1+2, 4+5, 7+8
2. The time of the warnings. 1, 4, 7 in the mornings
3. Where do they take place

o 1+2 Water
o 4+5 Earth

e 7+8 From Heaven
See Tehillim 78:44-51

II1. Two (Groups Of) Plagues: Pestilence and Death of Fitrstborn
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With a mighty hand: this is the dever — pestilence. As is written: ‘Hashen:’s hand will be against the livestock in the
feld, the horses, donfkeys, camels, cattle and sheep — a very bheavy pestilence’ (Shemot 9)
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And with an outstretched arm: this is the sword (death of the firstborn), as is written: And an unsheathed
sword in his hand, stretched out over Jerusalem.

See Shemot 5:1-3

So What Does It All Mean

I. Knowing God in the makkot: See 7:17 before blood, 8:18 befotre wild animals, 9:14 before hail
Knowing God in Shemot 5:2, 33:12-13, 29:43

II. Returning to Bereishit Ch.1 Heaven, Water, Earth
II1. The Danger of Becoming Egypt: Divrei HaYamim I1:21, Shmuel 11:24

A.]. Heschel, ‘Religion and Race’ (1963) and “The White Man on Trial’ (1964), in The Insecurity of
Freedom’, p103

The tragedy of Pharoah was the failure to realise that the Exodus from slavery could have spelled redemption
for both Israel and Egypt. Would that Pharoah and the Egyptians had joined the Israelites in the desert and
together stood at the foot of Sinail




