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Timely Torah, November 14th, 2020 
Following the passing of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks 

Rabbi Akiva’s Students 
1. Talmud Bavli, Yevamos 62b 

 רקבב 'אנש ותונקזב םידימלת ול ויהי ותודליב םידימלת ול ויה ותונקזב הרות דומלי ותודליב הרות דמל רמוא ע"ר
 דחא קרפב ותמ ןלוכו סרפיטנא דע תבגמ אביקע יברל ול ויה םידימלת םיגוז ףלא רשע םינש ורמא 'וגו ךערז תא ערז
  הזל הז דובכ וגהנ אלש ינפמ

Rabbi Akiva says that the verse should be understood as follows: If one studied Torah in his 
youth he should study more Torah in his old age; if he had students in his youth he 
should have additional students in his old age, as it is stated: “In the morning sow your 
seed, etc.” They said by way of example that Rabbi Akiva had twelve thousand pairs of 
students in an area of land that stretched from Gevat to Antipatris in Judea, and they all 
died in one period of time, because they did not treat each other with respect. 

 רזעלא יברו ןועמש יברו יסוי 'רו הדוהי 'רו מ"ר םהל האנשו םורדבש וניתובר לצא ע"ר אבש דע םמש םלועה היהו
  העש התוא הרות ודימעה םה םהו עומש ןב

And the world was desolate of Torah until Rabbi Akiva came to our Rabbis in the South 
and taught his Torah to them. This second group of disciples consisted of Rabbi Meir, 
Rabbi Yehuda, Rabbi Yosei, Rabbi Shimon, and Rabbi Elazar ben Shamua. And these 
are the very ones who upheld the study of Torah at that time. Although Rabbi Akiva’s 
earlier students did not survive, his later disciples were able to transmit the Torah to future 
generations. 
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 ר"א איה יאמ הער התימ ותמ םלוכ ןיבא רב אייח 'ר אמיתיאו אבא רב אמח בר רמא תרצע דעו חספמ ותמ םלוכ אנת
  הרכסא ןמחנ

With regard to the twelve thousand pairs of Rabbi Akiva’s students, the Gemara adds: It is 
taught that all of them died in the period from Passover until Shavuot. Rav Ḥama bar 
Abba said, and some say it was Rabbi Ḥiyya bar Avin: They all died a bad death. The 
Gemara inquires: What is it that is called a bad death? Rav Naḥman said: Diphtheria. 

Hairline Fractures: 
2. Talmud Bavli, Nedarim 50a 

 אלזא היסכנ לכמ האנה הרדא עובש אבלכ )רב( עמש עובש אבלכד )רבד( היתרב היל תשדקתיא אביקע 'ר
  היל הביסנתיאו

§ In connection to the above incident concerning the poverty of scholars and their potential to 
become wealthy through remarkable circumstances, the Gemara relates an incident: Rabbi 
Akiva became betrothed to the daughter of bar Kalba Savua. When bar Kalba Savua 
heard about their betrothal, he took a vow prohibiting her from eating all of his property. 
Despite this, she went ahead and married Rabbi Akiva.  

 אתא אבהדד םילשורי ךיל אנימר יל יאוה יא הל רמא הייזמ ןמ אנבית היל טיקנמ אק הוה אנבית יב ונג הוה אותיסב
 רמא הנוגאל םעדימ יל תילו יתתא תדליד אנביתד אתרופ יל ובה והל רמא אבבא ירק אקו אשנאכ ןוהל ימדיא והילא
  היל תיא אל אנבית וליפאד ארבג יזח היתתנאל אביקע 'ר הל

In the winter they would sleep in a storehouse of straw, and Rabbi Akiva would gather 
strands of straw from her hair. He said to her: If I had the means I would place on your 
head a Jerusalem of Gold, a type of crown. Elijah the prophet came and appeared to them 
as a regular person and started calling and knocking on the door. He said to them: Give me 
a bit of straw, as my wife gave birth and I do not have anything on which to lay her. 
Rabbi Akiva said to his wife: See this man, who does not even have straw. We should be 
happy with our lot, as we at least have straw to sleep on. 

 היתיבל אתא אק ןינש ירס יתרת םלשימל עשוהי 'רו רזעילא 'רד ימק ןינש ירס יתרת לזא בר יב יוה ליז היל הרמא
 תולמרא ]ךקבש[ דועו ךיל ימד אלד אדח ךובא ךיל דיבע ריפש והתיבדל עשר דח הל רמאקד היתיב ירוחא ןמ עמש
 רדהיא אתושר יל תבהיו ליאוה רמא אתיינרחא ןינש ירס יתרת יוהיל ילידל תיאצ יא היל הרמא ןינש ןוהלוכ תויח
  אתיינרחא ינש ירס יתרת הוה לזא רדה ירוחאל

She said to him: Go and be a student of Torah. He went and studied Torah for twelve years 
before Rabbi Eliezer and Rabbi Yehoshua. At the completion of the twelve years, he was 
coming home when he heard from behind his house that one wicked person was saying to 
his wife: Your father behaved well toward you. He was right to disinherit you. One reason 
is that your husband is not similar to you, i.e., he is not suitable for you. And furthermore, 
he has left you in widowhood in his lifetime all these years. She said to him: If he listens 
to me, he should be there for another twelve years. Rabbi Akiva said: Since she has given 



Rabbi Ya’akov Trump 3 

me permission through this statement, I will go back and study more. He turned back and 
went to the study hall, and he was there for another twelve years. 

 אעישר אוהה הל רמא היפאל קפימל תמק איה ףאו היפאל אמלע ילוכ קופנ ידימלת יגוז ןיפלא העבראו ןירשעב אתא
 וחינה ןוהל רמא ןנבר הל ןחדמ אק היל ייוזחתיאל תתא ותמהב שפנ קידצ עדוי (י ,בי ילשמ )היל הרמא אכיהל תאו
 אוה הלש םכלשו ילש הל

Eventually he came back accompanied by 24,000 pairs of students. Everyone went out to 
greet him, as he was by then a renowned teacher, and she too arose to go out to greet him. 
That wicked person said to her: And to where are you going? As she was excessively poor, 
she was not dressed in a grand manner, as fit for the wife of one so esteemed. She said to him: 
“A righteous man regards the life of his beast” (Proverbs 12:10); he knows that I am in this 
state as a result of my dedication to him. She came to present herself before Rabbi Akiva, 
but the Sages tried to fend her off, as they were unaware of her identity. He said to them: 
Leave her. Both my Torah knowledge and yours are hers.  

Rabbi Akiva as the Teacher 
3. Talmud Yerushalmi, Nedarim 9:4 

 .הרותב לודג ללכ והז רמוא הביקע יבר .ךומכ ךערל תבהאו ]חי טי ארקיו[
 

4. Talmud Bavli, Pesachim 22b 

 ארָיתִּ �יהֶ�אֱ ׳ה תאֶלְ עַיגִּהִשֶׁ ןוָיכֵּ הרָוֹתּבַּשֶׁ םיתִּאֶ לכׇּ שׁרֵוֹדּ היָהָ ינִוֹסמְעַהָ היָמְחֶנְ הּלַ ירִמְאָוְ ינִוֹסמְעַהָ ןוֹעמְשִׁ איָנְתַדְכִּ
 ינִאֲ �כָּ השָׁירִדְּהַ לעַ רכָשָׂ יתִּלְבַּקִּשֶׁ םשֵׁכְּ םהֶלָ רמַאָ ןהֶילֵעֲ אהֵתְּ המָ תָּשְׁרַדָּשֶׁ םיתִּאֶ לכׇּ יבִּרַ וידָימִלְתַּ וֹל וּרמְאָ שׁרַיפֵּ
  םימִכָחֲ ידֵימִלְתַּ תוֹבּרַלְ ארָיתִּ �יהֶ�אֱ ׳ה תאֶ שׁרַדָוְ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ אבָּשֶׁ דעַ השָׁירִפְּהַ לעַ רכָשָׂ לבֵּקַמְ

As it was taught in a baraita: Shimon HaAmmassoni, and some say that it was Neḥemya 
HaAmmassoni, would interpret all occurrences of the word et in the Torah, deriving 
additional halakhot with regard to the particular subject matter. Once he reached the verse: 
“You shall be in awe of [et] the Lord your God; you shall serve Him; and to Him you shall 
cleave, and by His name you shall swear” (Deuteronomy 10:20), he withdrew from this 
method of exposition, as how could one add to God Himself? His students said to him: 
Rabbi, what will be with all the etim that you interpreted until now? He said to them: Just 
as I received reward for the interpretation, so I shall receive reward for my withdrawal 
from using this method of exposition. The word et in this verse was not explained until Rabbi 
Akiva came and expounded: “You shall be in awe of [et] the Lord your God”: The word 
et comes to include Torah scholars, and one is commanded to fear them just as one fears 
God. In any case, Shimon HaAmmassoni no longer derived additional halakhot from the word 
et. 
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Rabbi Akiva in National Politics 
5. Rambam, Melachim 11:3  

 םיתמ היחמ וא םלועב םירבד שדחמו םיתפומו תותוא תושעל ךירצ חישמה ךלמהש ךתעד לע הלעי לאו
 וילכ אשונ היה אוהו ,היה הנשמ ימכחמ לודג םכח אביקע יבר ירהש ,ךכ רבדה ןיא ,ולא םירבדב אצויכו
 ךלמה אוהש ורוד ימכח לכו אוה המידו ,חישמה ךלמה אוהש וילע רמוא היה אוהו ,ךלמה אביזוכ ןב לש
 וניאש םהל עדונ גרהנש ןויכ ,תונועב גרהנש דע ,חישמה

 
One should not presume that the Messianic king must work miracles and wonders, bring 
about new phenomena in the world, resurrect the dead, or perform other similar deeds. This 
is definitely not true. 
Proof can be brought from the fact that Rabbi Akiva, one of the greater Sages of 
the Mishnah, was one of the supporters of King Bar Kozibah and would describe him as the 
Messianic king. He and all the Sages of his generation considered him to be the Messianic 
king until he was killed because of sins. Once he was killed, they realized that he was not the 
Mashiach. The Sages did not ask him for any signs or wonders. 

 
6. Talmud Bavli, Brachos 61b  

 היָהָשֶׁ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַלְ וֹאצָמְוּ הדָוּהיְ ןבֶּ סוּפּפַּ אבָּ .הרָוֹתּבַּ לאֵרָשְׂיִ וּקסְעַיַ אֹלּשֶׁ העָשָׁרְהָ תוּכלְמַ הרָזְגָּ תחַאַ םעַפַּ :ןנַבָּרַ וּנתָּ
  ?תוּכלְמַ ינֵפְּמִ ארֵיָתְמִ התָּאַ יאִ אבָיקִעֲ :וֹל רמַאָ .הרָוֹתּבַּ קסֵוֹעוְ םיבִּרַבָּ תוֹלּהִקְ ליהִקְמַ

The Gemara relates at length how Rabbi Akiva fulfilled these directives. The Sages taught: 
One time, after the bar Kokheva rebellion, the evil empire of Rome decreed that Israel may 
not engage in the study and practice of Torah. Pappos ben Yehuda came and found Rabbi 
Akiva, who was convening assemblies in public and engaging in Torah study. Pappos said 
to him: Akiva, are you not afraid of the empire? 

 םוֹקמָּמִ םיצִבְּקַתְמִ וּיהָשֶׁ םיגִדָּ האָרָוְ ,רהָנָּהַ בגַּ לעַ �לֵּהַמְ היָהָשֶׁ לעָוּשׁלְ — המֶוֹדּ רבָדָּהַ המָלְ ,לשָׁמָ �לְ לוֹשׁמְאֶ :וֹל רמַאָ
 םכֶנְוֹצרְ :םהֶלָ רמַאָ .םדָאָ ינֵבְּ וּנילֵעָ ןיאִיבִמְּשֶׁ תוֹתשָׁרְ ינֵפְּמִ :וֹל וּרמְאָ ?םיחִרְוֹבּ םתֶּאַ המָ ינֵפְּמִ :םהֶלָ רמַאָ .םוֹקמָלְ
 חַקֵּפִּ �ילֶעָ םירִמְוֹאשֶׁ אוּה התָּאַ :וֹל וּרמְאָ ?םכֶיתֵוֹבאֲ םעִ יתַוֹבאֲ וּרדָּשֶׁ םשֵׁכְּ ,םתֶּאַוְ ינִאֲ רוּדנָוְ ,השָׁבָּיַּלַ וּלעֲתַּשֶׁ
 .המָּכַוְ המָּכַּ תחַאַ לעַ — וּנתֵתָימִ םוֹקמְבִּ ,ןיאִרְיָתְמִ וּנאָ ,וּנתֵוּיּחִ םוֹקמְבִּ המָוּ !התָּאַ שׁפֵּטִ אלָּאֶ ,התָּאַ חַקֵּפִּ אֹל !?תוֹיּחַבַּשֶׁ
 םילִטְּבַמְוּ םיכִלְוֹה וּנאָ םאִ ,�כָּ ,״�ימֶיָ �רֶאֹוְ �ייֶּחַ אוּה יכִּ״ :הּבָּ בוּתכָּשֶׁ ,הרָוֹתּבַּ םיקִסְוֹעוְ םיבִשְׁוֹי וּנאָשֶׁ וישָׁכְעַ וּנחְנַאֲ ףאַ
  !המָּכַוְ המָּכַּ תחַאַ לעַ — הנָּמֶּמִ

Rabbi Akiva answered him: I will relate a parable. To what can this be compared? It is 
like a fox walking along a riverbank when he sees fish gathering and fleeing from place to 
place.  
The fox said to them: From what are you fleeing?  
They said to him: We are fleeing from the nets that people cast upon us.  
He said to them: Do you wish to come up onto dry land, and we will reside together just 
as my ancestors resided with your ancestors?  
The fish said to him: You are the one of whom they say, he is the cleverest of animals? 
You are not clever; you are a fool. If we are afraid in the water, our natural habitat which 
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gives us life, then in a habitat that causes our death, all the more so.  
The moral is: So too, we Jews, now that we sit and engage in Torah study, about which it is 
written: “For that is your life, and the length of your days” (Deuteronomy 30:20), we fear 
the empire to this extent; if we proceed to sit idle from its study, as its abandonment is the 
habitat that causes our death, all the more so will we fear the empire. 

 וּהוּשׁבָחֲוַ הדָוּהיְ ןבֶּ סוּפּפַלְ וּספְתָוְ ,םירִוּסאֲהָ תיבֵבְּ וּהוּשׁבָחֲוַ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַלְ וּהוּספָתְּשֶׁ דעַ ,םיטִעָוּמ םימִיָ וּיהָ אֹל :וּרמְאָ
 ספַּתְנִּשֶׁ סוּפּפַלְ וֹל יוֹא .הרָוֹת ירֵבְדִּ לעַ תָּסְפַּתְנִּשֶׁ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ �ירֶשְׁאַ :וֹל רמַאָ ?ןאכָלְ �אֲיבִהֲ ימִ ,סוּפּפַּ :וֹל רמַאָ .וֹלצְאֶ
  .םילִטֵבְּ םירִבָדְּ לעַ

The Sages said: Not a few days passed until they seized Rabbi Akiva and incarcerated 
him in prison, and seized Pappos ben Yehuda and incarcerated him alongside him. Rabbi 
Akiva said to him: Pappos, who brought you here? Pappos replied: Happy are you, Rabbi 
Akiva, for you were arrested on the charge of engaging in Torah study. Woe unto Pappos 
who was seized on the charge of engaging in idle matters.  

 היָהָוְ ,לזֶרְבַּ לשֶׁ תוֹקרְסְמַבְּ וֹרשָׂבְּ תאֶ םיקִרְוֹס וּיהָוְ ,היָהָ עמַשְׁ תאַירִקְ ןמַזְ הגָירִהֲלַ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ תאֶ וּאיצִוֹהשֶׁ העָשָׁבְּ
 לכָבְּ״ הזֶ קוּספָּ לעַ רעֵטַצְמִ יתִייִהָ ימַיָ לכׇּ :םהֶלָ רמַאָ !?ןאכָּ דעַ ,וּניבֵּרַ :וידָימִלְתַּ וֹל וּרמְאָ .םיִמַשָׁ תוּכלְמַ לוֹע וילָעָ לבֵּקַמְ
 �ירִאֲמַ היָהָ ?וּנּמֶייְּקַאֲ אֹל ,ידִיָלְ אבָּשֶׁ וישָׁכְעַוְ ,וּנּמֶייְּקַאֲוַ ידִיָלְ אֹביָ יתַמָ :יתִּרְמַאָ .�תְמָשְׁנִ תאֶ לטֵוֹנ וּלּיפִאֲ ״�שְׁפְנַ
  .״דחָאֶבְּ �תְמָשְׁנִ האָצְיָּשֶׁ אבָיקִעֲ יבִּרַ �ירֶשְׁאַ״ :הרָמְאָוְ לוֹק תבַּ התָצְיָ .״דחָאֶ״בְּ וֹתמָשְׁנִ התָצְיָּשֶׁ דעַ ,״דחָאֶ״בְּ

The Gemara relates: When they took Rabbi Akiva out to be executed, it was time for the 
recitation of Shema. And they were raking his flesh with iron combs, and he was reciting 
Shema, thereby accepting upon himself the yoke of Heaven. His students said to him: Our 
teacher, even now, as you suffer, you recite Shema? He said to them: All my days I have 
been troubled by the verse: With all your soul, meaning: Even if God takes your soul. I 
said to myself: When will the opportunity be afforded me to fulfill this verse? Now that it 
has been afforded me, shall I not fulfill it? He prolonged his uttering of the word: One, 
until his soul left his body as he uttered his final word: One. A voice descended from heaven 
and said: Happy are you, Rabbi Akiva, that your soul left your body as you uttered: One. 

 
7. Igeres Rav Sherira Gaon 1:1 
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8. “A Tomb in Jerusalem Reveals the History of Crucifixion and Roman Crucifixion Methods”,  

Biblical Archeology Society1 

"Without any supplementary body support, the victim would die from muscular spasms and 
asphyxia in a very short time, certainly within two or three hours. Shortly after being raised on 
the cross, breathing would become difficult; to get his breath, the victim would attempt to draw 
himself up on his arms. Initially he would be able to hold himself up for 30 to 60 seconds, but 
this movement would quickly become increasingly difficult. As he became weaker, the victim 
would be unable to pull himself up and death would ensue within a few hours." 

 

Rabbi Akiva’s Legacy 
9. Talmud Bavli, Sanhedrin 68a 

 ולש ףוניקב בשוי אוה ורקבל ויריבחו אביקע 'ר וסנכנ רזעילא 'ר הלחשכ אינתהו הל רימג עשוהי 'רמ אביקע 'ר אהו
  ולש ןילקרטב ןיבשוי ןהו

The Gemara asks: And did Rabbi Akiva learn these halakhot from Rabbi Yehoshua? But 
isn’t it taught in a baraita: When Rabbi Eliezer took ill, Rabbi Akiva and his colleagues 
came to visit him. He was sitting on his canopied bed [bekinof ], and they were sitting in 
his parlor [biteraklin]; they did not know if he would be able to receive them, due to his 
illness.  

 ותעדש ינא המודמכ ויריבחל ןהל רמא הפיזנב אציו וב רעג וילפת ץולחל ונב סונקרוה סנכנו היה ש"ע םויה ותואו
  תובש רוסיאב ןיקסועו הליקס רוסיא ןיחינמ ךאיה הפרטנ ומא תעדו ותעד ןהל רמא הפרטנ אבא לש

And that day was Shabbat eve, and Rabbi Eliezer’s son Hyrcanus entered to remove his 
phylacteries, as phylacteries are not worn on Shabbat. His father berated him, and he left 
reprimanded. Hyrcanus said to his father’s colleagues: It appears to me that father went 
insane, since he berated me for no reason. Rabbi Eliezer heard this and said to them: He, 
Hyrcanus, and his mother went insane. How can they neglect Shabbat preparations with 
regard to prohibitions punishable by stoning, such as lighting the candles and preparing hot 
food, and engage in preparations concerning prohibitions by rabbinic decree, such as 
wearing phylacteries on Shabbat?  

  תומא 'ד קוחרמ וינפל ובשיו וסנכנ וילע תבשוימ ותעדש םימכח וארש ןויכ

Since the Sages perceived from this retort that his mind was stable, they entered and sat 
before him at a distance of four cubits, as he was ostracized (see Bava Metzia 59b). It is 
forbidden to sit within four cubits of an ostracized person.  

 
1 http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/biblical-topics/crucifixion/a-tomb-in-jerusalem-reveals-the-history-of-crucifixion-and-roman-

crucifixion-methods/ 
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 םא ינא הימת ןהל רמא יאנפ ונל היה אל ל"א םתאב אל המל וישכע דעו ל"א ונאב הרות דומלל ל"א םתאב המל ל"א
  ןהלשמ השק ךלש ול רמא והמ ילש אביקע 'ר ול רמא ןמצע תתימ ותומי

Rabbi Eliezer said to them: Why have you come? They said to him: We have come to 
study Torah, as they did not want to say that they came to visit him due to his illness. Rabbi 
Eliezer said to them: And why have you not come until now? They said to him: We did 
not have spare time. Rabbi Eliezer said to them: I would be surprised if these Sages die 
their own death, i.e., a natural death. Rather, they will be tortured to death by the Romans. 
Rabbi Akiva said to him: How will my death come about? Rabbi Eliezer said to him: Your 
death will be worse than theirs, as you were my primary student and you did not come to 
study.  

 יתדמל הרות הברה ןיללגנש הרות ירפס יתשכ ןהש ייתועורז יתש םכל יוא רמא ובל לע ןחינהו ויתועורז יתש לטנ
 אלו יתדמיל הרות הברה םיה ןמ קקלמה בלככ וליפא יתוברמ יתרסח אלו יתדמל הרות הברה יתדמיל הרות הברהו
  תרפופשב לוחכמכ אלא ידימלת ינורסח

Rabbi Eliezer raised his two arms and placed them on his heart, and he said: Woe to you, 
my two arms, as they are like two Torah scrolls that are now being rolled up, and will 
never be opened again. I have learned much Torah, and I have taught much Torah. I have 
learned much Torah, and I have not taken away from my teachers, i.e., I have not 
received from their wisdom, even like a dog lapping from the sea. I have taught much 
Torah, and my students have taken away from me, i.e., they have received from my 
wisdom, only like the tiny amount that a paintbrush removes from a tube of paint.  

 ינאש אלא דוע אלו םלועמ רבד ןהב ינלאושש םדא היה אלו הזע תרהבב תוכלה תואמ שלש הנוש ינאש אלא דוע אלו
 ץוח םלועמ רבד ןהב ינלאוש םדא היה אלו ןיאושק תעיטנב תוכלה םיפלא תשלש הל ירמאו תוכלה תואמ שלש הנוש
  ףסוי ןב אביקעמ

Moreover, I can teach three hundred halakhot with regard to a snow-white leprous mark 
[bebaheret], but no person has ever asked me anything about them. He could not find a 
student who could fully understand him in those matters. Moreover, I can teach three 
hundred halakhot, and some say that Rabbi Eliezer said three thousand halakhot, with 
regard to the planting of cucumbers by sorcery, but no person has ever asked me 
anything about them, besides Akiva ben Yosef. 

… 

 רמאו הרושב וילע חתפ ץראל תתוש ומדש דע ורשבב הכמ היה דולל ירסיק ןמ אביקע יבר וב עגפ תבש יאצומל
  ןתוצרהל ינחלוש יל ןיאו יל שי תועמ הברה וישרפו לארשי בכר יבא יבא (בי ,ב ב םיכלמ)

Rabbi Akiva was not present at the time of his death. At the conclusion of Shabbat, Rabbi 
Akiva encountered the funeral procession on his way from Caesarea to Lod. Rabbi Akiva 
was striking his flesh in terrible anguish and regret until his blood flowed to the earth. He 
began to eulogize Rabbi Eliezer in the row of those comforting the mourners, and said: “My 
father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen” (II Kings 2:12). I have many 
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coins, but I do not have a money changer to whom to give them, i.e., I have many 
questions, but after your death I have no one who can answer them. 

 
 

10. Footnote 25, Rav Aharon Heiman, author of Beis Vaad Lechachamim and Toldos Tanaim 
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