Understanding The Incident At The Inn
Shemot Ch.4
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.inmq that the LORD met him, and sought to kill him.
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The Son Was Eliezer...
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Rabbi Yehoshua b. Korha says: “Great is circumcision, for all of the merits that Mosheh Rabbenu had
acquired did not suffice for him when he neglected circumcision, as it says {v.24}: ,,God met him and sought
to kill him®*”’
Rebbi says: “Has v’shalom that Mosheh Rabbeinu neglected circumcision; rather, this is what he said: “If 1

perform the circumcision and then depatt, this is dangerous... but if I citcumecise and wait three days — God
has told me {v.19} ,,Go return to Egypt™. So why was Mosheh punished? It was because he saw to the

eers

lodging first, as it says {v.21} “And it was on the road, at the lodging’
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For there is no righteous man on earth, who does good but does not sin.
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Four died by the bite of the snake (i.e. by natural causes and not due to sin): Binyamin, Amram the father of
Mosheh, Yishai the father of David, and Kilav the son of David.
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The Son Was Gershom...
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Rav Yehoshua said: it certainly was a foreign land. Rav Elazar HaModa™i said: a foreign land — nochriya =

neikhar — Yah (foreign from God). Said Mosheh: since everyone here is an idolater, I must serve He who
spoke and the world came into being. For at the time that Mosheh said to Yitro, ,,give me your daughter
Tzipora to be my wife®, Yitro replied, ,,On condition that you accept upon yourself what I ask of you... your
first son must be brought up as an oved avoda zara — worshipping idolatry with me. From then onwards,
your children can serve Heaven (with your tradition).” And Mosheh accepted this... Therefore the angel
attempted to kill Mosheh until Tzipora took a sharp stone and circumcised her son...

God’s Firstborn, Pharoah’s Firstborn, Mosheh’s Firstborn
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And Mosheh said, please my Master, send them through someone else! And God’s anger arose

against Mosheh

I'MNN WAl N Inwao'L12'197 1mxd VYo '97 DWIN NWY X |[NNILbY 0"awn
And this anger did indeed manifest according to the peshat, as we will shortly read, ‘And God met
him at the inn and sought to kill him



