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Snapshots: The Industrial Revolution’s Clash With Jewish Tradition
1. Bereishit 4:3; Rashi
And Zillah she too bore Tubal-cain, who Rashi- Tubal-cain: He refined the craft of
sharpened all tools that cut copper and ~ Cin. Tubalis related to the word *7an

. . . spices). He “spiced” and “refined” Cain’s
iron, and Tubal-cain's sister was Na'amah. (spices) P ;
craft to make weapons for murderers

2. Bereishit 11:3-4; Rabbi Sa Rapha i Germany, 1 .
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we be scattered upon the face of the entire earth.” wa zwwma. sewua on seeens = 2vps

"God blessed them and God "And God created man in His Everything God
said to them: ‘Be fruitful and i image, and in the image of God created in His

multiply, fill the earth and He created him” it teaches us | world, He created
subdue It; rule over the fish of &+t man was fashioned to be a - to express His
the seaq, the bird of the sky, and : .
o , creator, just as God is a creator. glory
every living thing that moves -R. Chaim of Volozhin - Avot, 6:11

on the earth.” Bereishit 1:28

3. Shem Olam (R. Meir Kagan, Poland, 20th c.)s Hachzakat HaTorah p. 59
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TR I N KD WYV DTIRAW X 0T 7Y DEnEs 0IRT Anen Jreat Yo ween v Sy distances; The telephone allows us to
191,12 03 YWD DB TWEI TIRRR 1K DWW IR PR ANEE avk aww v nva ox 121 hear from miles away; The camera
OO, [(MPRW) AW PIpE] 1201 S hom e winna a1 s ramn s v allows us to record images on a paper
53 o Y1 - qwsiwn ar — 181 NRY 7RI &2 pn 1mer ,owb rTaT My N oIRn without human input; the tape recorder

RIS OB TPILTET glows to store a voice for eternity

4. Responsa Rem”a (R. Moshe r P nd Siman #10
The case* Rav Meir ben Isaac Katzenellenbogen (d. 1565), known as the Maharam Padua,
was one of the geonim of his time. Seeking to take advantage of the newly invented printing
press, he decided to publish a new edition of the Rambam’s Yad Hachazakah that would
include, among other additions, his own notes.

! “Whereas prior, people ploughed the ground with sticks and rocks, Tuval-Cain invented a metallic instrument. Our generation
would have viewed the invention of Tuval-Cain as an advancement in technology, a replacement tool to ease and improve farming.
ChaZal explained that the nnin saw a destructive force behind this progress.” Michtav Me’Eliyahu vol. 1, p. 270-271

2 Summarized by Rabbi Moshe Taub: http://www.bvkkosher.com/copyright-in-halacha
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Most of the major publishers at that time were Christians who had served the Jews well with
their publishing houses. Initially, the Maharam wanted the major publishing house of Marc
Antonio Giustiniani to put out his Rambam. Before a deal was finalized, the Maharam
decided that another non-Jewish publishing house, that of Alvise Bragadini, offered a better
deal.
Giustiniani was none too pleased and responded by publishing his own edition of the
Rambam, at a cheaper price..including the Maharam’s commentary!
Issues the Rem”a considered:
e Can bnei Noach be held responsible in the Jewish court system for the
Noahide mitzvot?
"DV DXL RN IRAYE 1PTA N AT 0N NI DR
e |s there a violation of the prohibition of hasagat gevul?
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e Should we be concerned about angering the non-Jewish populace by ruling
against them?
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5. Shulchan Aruch (R. Yosef Karo, Israel, 16th c.) 0”C 154:5
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A reed quill. In the Ba’er Heitev and the Ta”z it can be implied from their words that
a printed copy is considered as having been written and it is permitted /'chatchila to
write a Sefer Torah with a printing press. However, Teshuvot Chavot Yair invalidates
such a Sefer Torah, and the Sefer Bnei Yonah notes that the law is in accordance
with  him and invalidates even b'dieved, even one letter that was printed..
Furthermore, holy books that have been printed using the Rashi letter font, even if
they are printed in /ashon chol, should not be treated with disrespect because they
are holy because of what is written inside of them and their given purpose for Torah
study.
8. Responsa Avnei Nezer (R. Avraham Bornstein, Poland, 19th c.), 0”C 2
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e Ifone person is baking the matzot for himself, he will be more cautious and particular with the baking process. One baking on
behalf of many for profit, his whole motivation is to limit costs and will not be as careful with the mitzvah.
o  The Midrash says that the Jewish people left Egypt in the merit of grinding and kneading the matzot. We have this mitzvah once

a year, despite the hard work itisa great mitzvah.
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10. Moda’ah L’Beit Yisrael (R. Shlomo Kluger, Poland, 19th c.)
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3 http://www.bvkkosher.com/machine-matzah-controversy

e The Machines will end up taking away

the livelihood of the poor, because the
machines replace many of the tasks
performed by people

after the machine shaped the matzo
into a square-shape, a worker would
round it off so that it would be circular,
taking the excess dough back and
adding it to the other dough so it could
be used in the next batch of matzos.
The fear was that in the meantime, the
extra dough would have time to turn
into chamtez?®
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11.Shulchan Aruch (R. Yosef Karo, Israel, 16th c.), 0”C 460
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12.Bittul Moda’a (R. Shaul Yosef Nathanson, Poland, 19th c.)
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13.Mishna Beitzah 5:2
Any [act] for which one is liable on Shabbat as a matter of shevut [restrictions
established by the Sages regarding Shabbat to prevent violation of Torah-level
Shabbat prohibitions, and to increase its sanctity], or as an optional matter [i.e.
something not fully a mitzvah], or as a mitzvah, one is also liable [for such an act]
on a holiday. And these are [the acts for which one is liable] as a matter of shevut:
one may not climb a tree, and one may not ride atop an animal...
14. Talmud Bavli, Beitzah 36b
Nor ride on an animal... It is a decree that was made lest one cut off a branch to use
as a riding switch, and thereby perform the labor of reaping, which is prohibited by
Torah law.
15.Shulchan Aruch 0”C 305:18
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YnnYny Diyn ,Nava ixnm 0"y [ing 7V 2Y'7 MoK :NaD ..RN LA URnn KN ATY 7V nan
T .nint ﬁhn{ N‘?L{_j D3 ;NNNA2
16. Shulchan Aruch 0”C 397:1 |
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17. a Cha Sofer (R. Moshe Sofer, H 18 o)y 629
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The case*: a Jewish physician had to travel on Shabbat to deliver a gentile baby.
Issues the Chatam Sofer considered:
e Would riding a train be categorized under the prohibition to ride an animal on
Shabbat?

4 As presented at http://www.jewishpress.com/judaism/ask-the-rabbi/g-a-sabbath-shuttle-part-viii/2014/02/20/
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e Does the prohibition of leaving one’s Shabbat techum of 2,000 Amot apply to
riding on a train?
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18. More Questions for the present and (not so distant) future

e Can one be the “tenth” for a minyan via video technology?

e If one walks by a CCTV on Shabbat, has one violated causing the machine
to record one’s image, a potential violation of writing on Shabbat?
Can one answer a blessing or kaddish via distance technology?
If one can control home appliances with the mind, would this constitute
‘prohibited activity’ on Shabbat?

e May one fulfill Mishloach Manot by sending an email?
May one ask forgiveness before Yom Kippur through a text message



Rabbi Ephraim Kleinberg

Signed With Tears




