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The Hidden Story of Hannukah

I. Historical Context of the Hannukah Story

1. Timeline

323 BCE- Death of Alexander the Great — division of the Seleucid and Ptolemaic
empires

198 BCE- Seleucid conquest of the Land of Israel under Antiochus III

175—164 BCE- Antiochus IV Epiphanes rules over Seleucid empire

174 BCE- Jason Oniad purchases role of high priesthood and turns Jerusalem into
Antioch, a Hellenistic polis

171 BCE- Menelaus replaces Jason as high priest; period of radical Hellenization,
beginning of violence, and introduction of foreign deities into the Temple

168 BCE- earliest attempts at an organized uprising led by a group of priests called the
Hasidim

1677/66 BCE, Winter- persecutions were enacted by Antiochus IV Epiphanes

166/65 BCE- Matityahu dies and Maccabees taken control of Judea

164 BCE, December- Judah and his men captured Jerusalem; cn the 25th of Kislev
Judah purified the Temple, relit the Menorah, and reorganized the sacrificial worship to
conform to the Jewish tradition

2. Seleucid and Ptolemaic Empires
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I1. Rabbinic Understanding of the Miracle
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3. Talmud Bavli Masechet Shabbat 21b
What is Chanuka? Our Rabbis teach: ‘On the twenty fifth of Kislev, there are the eight days of

Chanuka, during which we do not eulogize nor fast.” When the Greeks entered the Temple, they
defiled all the oil in the Temple. When the Hasmonean monarchy became strong and overcame
them, they searched and could find only one jar of oil stamped with the seal of the kohen gadol.
This jar contained only enough oil to last for one night, but a miracle happened and it remained
lit for eight days. The next year, they established these days as holidays with praise and
thanksgiving.
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4. Birkat Hamazon, Ashkenazi
In the days of Matitya son of Yohanan, the high priest, the Hashmonay and his sons when the

qicked Greek empire arose against your people Israel to make them forget your Torah, and to
remove them from the ordinances of your will and You with your great mercy You stood at the
time of their suffering , You battled their battles, You judged their laws, You took vengeance
upon their vengeance, You gave up over the mighty into the hands of the weak, and the masses
in the hands of the few, and the impure into the hands of the pure, and the wicked into the
hands of the righteous, and the intentional sinners into the hands of those that are engaged in
your Torah. To You You made your holy and great name in your world and for your people Israel
You made a great salvation and deliverance as You do this day. And then afterwords your
children came to the inner chambers of your house cleared your sanctuary and purify it your
holy Temple and lit candles in your holy courtyard. And they fixed these eight days of Hanukkah
— With complete praise and thanks, and you did for them miracles and wonders and we will
thank your great name, forever.



