The Halachic Status Of Electricity On Shabbos
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Translation

The Gemara relates that Levi bar Shmuel found Rabbi Abba and Rav Huna bar Hiyya, who were
standing at the entrance of Rav Huna’s house. Levi bar Shmuel said to them: What is the
halakha with regard to reassembling a weaver’s loom, which was typically a collapsible frame, on
Shabbat? He said to him: It may well be done. He came before Rav Yehuda, asking him the same
question, and Rav Yehuda said to him that Rav and Shmuel both said: One who reassembles a
weaver’s loom on Shabbat is liable to bring a sin-offering, as he performed a labor prohibited by
Torah law on Shabbat.

The Gemara raises an objection to the statement of Levi bar Shmuel from the Tosefta: One who
reassembles the branch of a disassembled candelabrum on Shabbat is liable to bring a
sin-offering. With regard to the plasterer’s pole,which has several component parts, one may not



reassemble it ab initio, and if he reassembled it, he is exempt from bringing a sin-offering,
although it is prohibited. Rabbi Simai says: With regard to a rounded horn, which is a trumpet
that can be dismantled and whose assembly is complicated, one who reassembled it is liable.
However, a straight horn, which is easy to assemble, one who assembled it is exempt.
Apparently, assembling an object that consists of several components on Shabbat is prohibited
by Torah law, and one is liable to bring a sin-offering for doing so. The Gemara answers: They
said that it is permitted in accordance with the opinion of this tanna, as it was taught in a
baraita: A bed frame, which is a wooden frame through which the ropes of the bed were
interlaced, and the legs of the bed, and the archer’s tablets [skibas],which refers to the part of a
bow upon which one pulls the arrow back, if they were detached from the bed or from the bow,
one may not reassemble them, and if he reassembled them he is exempt.

However, doing so is prohibited. And one may not fasten the pieces together forcefully, and if he
fastens them, he is liable to bring a sin-offering for performing a labor prohibited by Torah law.
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: If it was loose and could be assembled with ease, it is
permitted. Rabbi Abba and Rav Huna bar Hiyya relied on this opinion.

The Gemara relates: In the house of Rav Hama, Rava’s grandfather, there was a collapsible bed,
similar to a weaver’s loom, and they would reassemble it on a Festival. One of the Sages said to
Rava: What is your opinion? Do you hold that this is allowed because it is building in an atypical
manner? In other words, one is not performing the prohibited labor of building since it is was
not performed in the standard manner? Although there is no Torah prohibition, there is, in any
case, a rabbinic prohibition. Rava said to him: I hold in accordance with the opinion of Rabban
Shimon ben Gamliel who said that if it were loose, it is permitted even ab initio (initially /
originally)
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Translation
A ruling similar to the previous halakha is taught in a baraita: Nahum of Galia says: If a

drainage pipe is blocked by weeds [kashkashin] and grass, preventing water from running
through the pipe, one may crush them with his foot in private on Shabbat without concern that



he is performing the labor of preparing a vessel. The Gemara explains: What is the reason for
this leniency? This is an example of repairing a vessel in an unusual manner, since it is
uncommon to fix an item without using a tool or one’s hands. Performing labor in an unusual
manner is ordinarily prohibited by rabbinic decree, but in a situation involving financial loss, the
Sages did not issue a decree. Rabbi Yosef said: The halakha is in accordance with the opinion of
Nahum of Galia.
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