The Great Jewish Mom

Highland Park - May 9, 2016

1. The cultivator
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3. The home maker
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4. The experiential educator

What is torat imekha? What kind of a Torah does the mother

pass on? I admit that I am not able to define precisely the mas-
soretic role of the Jewish mother. Only by circumscription I hope
to be able to explain it. Permit me to draw upon my own ex-
periences. I used to have long conversations with my mother.
In fact, it was a monologue rather than a dialogue. She talked
and I “happened” to overhear. What did she talk about? I must
use an halakhic term in order to answer this question: she talked
me-inyana de-yoma. 1 used to watch her arranging the house
in honor of a holiday. T used to see her recite prayers; I used
to watch her recite the sidra every Friday night and I still
remember the nostalgic tune. I learned from her very much.

Most of all I learned that Judaism expresses itself not only
in formal compliance with the law but also in a living experience.
She taught me that there is a flavor, a scent and warmth to
mitzvot. 1 learned from her the most important thing in life —
to feel the presence of the Almighty and the gentle pressure of
His hand resting upon my frail shoulders. Without her teachings,
which quite often were transmitted to me in silence, I would have
grown up a soulless being, dry and insensitive.

The laws of Shabbat, for instance, were passed on to me by
my father; they are a part of mussar avikha. The Shabbat as a
living entity, as a queen, was revealed to me by my mother; it is
a part of forat imekha. The fathers knew much about the Shab-
bat; the mothers /ived the Shabbat, experienced her presence, and
perceived her beauty and splendor.

The fathers taught generations how to observe the Shabbat;
mothers taught generations how to greet the Shabbat and how
to enjoy her twenty-four hour presence.

Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveichik, Hesped for the Rebbetzin of Talne

5. The faith builder
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Mishna, Kiddushin 3:12




