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The Sages taught in a baraita: The basic mitzva of Hanukkah is each day to
have a light kindled by a person, the head of the household, for himself and
his household. And the mehadrin, i.e., those who are meticulous in the
performance of mitzvot, kindle a light for each and every one in the
household. And the mehadrin min hamehadrin, who are even more
meticulous, adjust the number of lights daily. Beit Shammai say: On the first
day one kindles eight lights and, from there on, gradually decreases the
number of lights until, on the last day of Hanukkah, he kindles one light. And
Beit Hillel say: On the first day one kindles one light, and from there on,
gradually increases the number of lights until, on the last day, he kindles
eight lights.

Ulla said: There were two amora’im in the West, Eretz Yisrael, who
disagreed with regard to this dispute, Rabbi Yosei bar Avin and Rabbi Yosei
bar Zevida. One said that the reason for Beit Shammai’s opinion is that the
number of lights corresponds to the incoming days, i.e., the future. The
reason for Beit Hillel’s opinion is that the number of lights corresponds to
the outgoing days. Each day, the number of lights corresponds to the
number of the days of Hanukkah that were already observed. And one said
that the reason for Beit Shammai’s opinion is that the number of lights
corresponds to the bulls of the festival of Sukkot: The reason for Beit Hillel’s
opinion is that the number of lights is based on the principle: One elevates
to a higher level in matters of sanctity and one does not downgrade.
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13 Maccabees II 10:6-8

And they celebrated the eight days in joy like chag ha-sukkot and recalled how a little while
before, during Sukkot they had been wandering in the mountains and caverns like wild animals.
Therefore, with branches of myrtle and branches of beauty and date palm branches in their
hands, they gave thanks to He who permitted them to succeed in purifying His Temple. And with
a consensus they established for the entire Jewish nation to celebrate each year these days.

8 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the m:R 29aRYH 14
heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of -D2-N§ DRI CIRT-NN TERY DR IR K
Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring 5% 587> °32% niaxg *X°3 nivng wWry
up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, TIR-NR NiPYaY oW--TaRY 97na
which is Zion. _77& 15;231 2 P% XOT--T7 YR L A-n02
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Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the 2YOWT WINT RIT--N12

seventh month.



