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DUTIES OF THE HEART 

The third preliminary is that he should trusUn. God alone, as .is his 
duty, and should not associate any one with God; also putting trust in that 
person or in any creature. For by associating any other being with Him, 
he would debase his trust in God. You know w.hat was said concerning 
Asa who, with all his piety, relied on tlie physicians :-"In his sickness, he 
did nqt seek the Lord but the physicians" (II Chronicles 16:12); and for 
this, he was punished. Scripture also saith "Bles�d ·is the man who 
trusteth, and the Lord will be his trust" (Jeremiah 17 :7). It is well known 

. �-�·�-- �,,.,. "' �·,that.& one. appomtsJiio or,mo;:eJni$ fi:i &:.eciim K emttge I 
is spoilt. How m�h more certainly will it turn out that, if one trusts 
in God and in another beside Him, the trust will fail. Such association 
is ;,i ppient reason for withholding. the thing that formed the object of the 
trust, as it is said, "Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, ;i,nd maketh .. 
flesh his arm and whose heart tµmeth away from the Lord" (Jer'emiah ,I 
17:5). 

The fourth preliminary is that one should. be. ke�ly alert and exceed� ..
ingly zealous to fulfill the service which the Creator imposed upon him as a· 1
duty to keep His commandments and refrain from everything against which l
God warned him, even as he beseeches that the Creator shall be in accord ? 
with him in all matters in regard to which he puts his trust in God. Thus i
our sages said, ".Do His will as if it were thy will; so that He may do thy ii
will as if it were His wj}J. Nullify thy will to be in accord with His t 
will, that: He may nullify the will of others in favour of thy will'' (Ethics j' 
of the Fathers 2:4). And so Scripture saith, "Trust in the Lot<l and do ] 
good·; so shalt thou dwell in the land and be fed securely" (Psalms 37r3).' 
Further, "The Lord is good unto them that wait for Him, to · the sout ; 
that seeketh Him" (Lamentations 3 :24). But if one trusts in the Creator i 
and al'the �e time rebels against Him-how foolish is such a person, j 
how wm is his knowledge and mental capacity{ For he cannot but ob- ·l
sef\l'e that if a person, api><!inted to an. office, and ?rdered to attflld to a j
special duty or warned against a certam course, disobeys the order, IUld r
the fact of his disobedience �omes to the lcnowledge of the principal; this '! 
will be a strong ground for the princip.il's withdrawal of the emolu- ) 
ment the agent trusted that he would receive. To what greater extent i. 
must the hopes of one who trusts in God be disappointed, when he .rebels j 
against Him and transgresses His statutes and commandments, {or 1
the obseneance of which, rewards were promised; while punishment rf 
was threatened for transgressing them. Such a persori is U:nw.orthy of 1 
heing c!!iled one who trusts in.: God. He is oh .the contrary. stigmatized�: 
in the text, "For what is the hope of the hypocrite when he has robbed, 
when God taketh away his soul? Will God hear his cry when trouble ' 
cometh upon him?" (Job 27:8-9). Furthermore i� is said, "Will ye steal, 
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