Unit 3.8 - The Contradiction @C Place

Shlomo Testifying to the Historical Legacy of Building the Bayis
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12 Then spoke Solomon: The LORD hath said
that He would dwell in the thick darkness.
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13 I have surely built Thee a house of habitation,
a place for Thee to dwell in for ever.
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14 And the king turned his face about, and
blessed all the congregation of Israel; and all the
congregation of Israel stood.
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15 And he said: 'Blessed be the LORD, the God
of Israel, who spoke with His mouth unto David
my father, and hath with His hand fulfilled it,
saying:
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16 Since the day that I brought forth My people
Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the
tribes of Israel to build a house, that My name
might be there; but I chose David to be over My
people Israel.
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17 Now it was in the heart of David my father to
build a house for the name of the LORD, the God
of Israel.
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18 But the LORD said unto David my father:
Whereas it was in thy heart to build a house for
My name, thou didst well that it was in thy heart;
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19 nevertheless thou shalt not build the house;
but thy son that shall come forth out of thy loins,
he shall build the house for My name.
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20 And the LORD hath established His word that
He spoke; for I am risen up in the room of David
my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the
LORD promised, and have built the house for the
name of the LORD, the God of Israel.
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21 And there have I set a place for the ark,
wherein is the covenant of the LORD, which He
made with our fathers, when He brought them

out of the land of Egypt.' {S}

What is the purpose of this statement?
1. Malbim 8:12
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Why did H’ not choose a city before now?
2. Devarim 12:5
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3. Sefer Moreh Nevuchim III:45
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4. Klei Yakar, Devarim 12:4
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Shlomo’s Tefilah on Finishing the Bayis
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22 And Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence
of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward
heaven;
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23 and he said: 'O LORD, the God of Israel, there is no God like
Thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath; who keepest covenant
and mercy with Thy servants, that walk before Thee with all their
heart;
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24 who hast kept with Thy servant David my father that which Thou
didst promise him; yea, Thou spokest with Thy mouth, and hast
tulfilled it with Thy hand, as it is this day.
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25 Now therefore, O LORD, the God of Israel, keep with Thy
servant David my father that which Thou hast promised him saying:
There shall not fail thee a man in My sight to sit on the throne of
Israel, if only thy children take heed to their way, to walk before Me
as thou hast walked before Me.

AN3T WK L(7127) 72T LK) 1RK-DXT 0K LD 13
23X T 7287

26 Now therefore, O God of Israel, let Thy word, I pray Thee, be
verified, which Thou didst speak unto Thy servant David my father.
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27 But will God in very truth dwell on the earth? behold, heaven and
the heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee; how much less this
house that I have builded!

DX VWD DX Mm--inann-x1 71D NPAR-OK s o
O 355 52900 TT2Y WK ,MPHN0-5K1 NI

28 Yet have Thou respect unto the prayer of Thy servant, and to his
supplication, O LORD my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the
prayer which Thy servant prayeth before Thee this day;
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29 that Thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day,
even toward the place whereof Thou hast said: My name shall be
there; to hearken unto the prayer which Thy servant shall pray
toward this place.

5. II Divrei Hayamim 2:4-5
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The House that I intend to build will be great, inasmuch as our God is greater than all gods.
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Who indeed is capable of building a House for Him! Even the heavens to their uttermost reaches
cannot contain Him, and who am I that I should build Him a House—except as a place for making

burnt offerings to Him?
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6. Yeshayahu 66:1-2
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Thus said the LORD: The heaven is My throne And the earth is My footstool: Where could you build a
house for Me, What place could serve as My abode?
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All this was made by My hand, And thus it all came into being —declares the LORD. Yet to such a one

I look: To the poor and brokenhearted, Who is concerned about My word.

7. Brachos 30a
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One who was standing in prayer in the Diaspora, should focus his heart toward
Eretz Yisrael, as it is stated: “And they shall pray to You by way of their land which
You have given to their fathers” (I Kings 8:48).

One who was standing in Eretz Yisrael, should focus his heart toward Jerusalem,
as it is stated: “And they shall pray to the Lord by way of the city that You have
chosen” (I Kings 8:44).

One who was standing in Jerusalem, should focus his heart toward the Temple, as
it is stated: “And they shall pray toward this house” (Il Chronicles 6:32).

One who was standing in the Temple, should focus his heart toward the Holy of
Holies, as it is stated: “And they shall pray toward this place” (I Kings 8:35).

One who was standing in the Holy of Holies, should focus his heart toward the seat
of the ark-cover [kapporef], atop the ark, the dwelling place of God’s glory.

One who was standing behind the seat of the ark-cover, should visualize himself as
if standing before the ark-cover and turn toward it.

Consequently, one standing in prayer in the East turns to face west, and one standing
in the West, turns to face east. One standing in the South, turns to face north, and
one standing in the North, turns to face south; all of the people of Israel find
themselves focusing their hearts toward one place, the Holy of Holies in the Temple.
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An allusion to this is found in what Rabbi Avin, and some say Rabbi Avina, said: What
verse alludes to this? “Your neck is like the Tower of David, built with turrets
[talpiyyof], one thousand shields hang from it, all of the armor of the mighty” (Song of

Songs 4:4). He interprets the word talpiyyot as the hill [tel] toward which all mouths
[piyyof] turn, i.e., the Temple Mount.
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