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	[image: image2.png]Three dayé after addressing Luzzatto, Lilienthal wrote in
similar strain to Rabbi Dr. Loewi of Fuerth Bavaria. This letter
in translation reads thus:

St. Petersburg, February 8, 1841.
To the Rev. Dr. Loewi, Preacher and Rabbi in Fuerth near
Niirnberg, in Bavaria:
Reverend Sir:

It will be four weeks by the time you receive this letter that
I will have been in St. Petersburg under the commission of the
Government to learn its plans in reference to a moral, intel-
lectual and religious improvement of our coreligionists.




[image: image3.png]Well nigh two millions of our people languish in a condition
of wretchedness unknown to us; groan beneath a burden of
poverty of which we Germans have not even a conception;
bear the ignominy of the Middle Ages, which we have long
since forgotten; live in a Chasidaic intellectual darkness which
kills mind and heart and presents a picture of misery and
wretchedness which surpasses all pictures of the most terrible
imagination.

Yet all these fetters are to be removed. His Majesty, the
Emperor, has favored the plan of the high-minded Minister of
Education to emancipate the Jews. But they are to obtain this
imperial gift only on condition of a thorough intellectual and
moral education. Two hundred schools are to be opened through-
out the Empire, elementary, city and high schools. The young
people who pass thsough these schools are to receive all the
rights of citizenship without trammel. This is a great and glor-
ious thing, the like of which our history has not yet produced;
not a too sudden deliverance from the bonds of the Middle
Ages without being able to make use of the freedom, as happened
in France; not a restless exertion and struggle without obtaining’
the least advantages, as in Germany. No, the exalted desire of
the monarch is for education and emancipation, for culture and
the rights of man.

But the men who are to be placed at the heads of these
different institutions are wanting. Russia has them not. Germany
shall furnish them. Men who feel called upon to take part in
this great work of the regeneration of their people will, in insuring
the happiness of their brethren, lay the foundation of their own
good fortune. Appointed and paid by the state as officials of the
state, protected by the state against the blind opposition of an
unthinking fanaticism, a future brighter than they can ever
hope for in Germany awaits them. In Bavaria there is a great
number of young men who have finished or are about to finish
their studies, and are unable to earn their living. I think of them
with real pleasure, because I am able to prove by deed that I
will gladly do anything to make them happy and have them
provided for. Now, since I may hope that you, reverend sir, will
not refuse me your active co-operation, both on account of your






[image: image4.png]love for these men and also your zeal for our great and holy
cause, I venture to make the following request: '

I do not know the addresses and homes of all these unen-
graged men. If 1 did I would have written to them personally
and saved you the trouble; but since, by the express wish of the
Minister, this matter is not to appear in any public journal
hefore its consummation, and I therefore may not make any
public appeal, I therefore beg you most urgently to write to
these men immediately upon the receipt of this letter, since there
is danger in delay, and request them to send to me to the address:
given below immediately upon the receipt of your letter, their
testimonials together with their addresses, so that I can inform
them shortly of the decision of the Government.

I beg you further most urgently to send me, immediately
upon receipt of my letter, the names of the men to whom you
will write, so that I may lay them before the Minister. Be there
ever so many, they will all obtain a living and find their happiness
and weal, each one according to his education.

The cause is a great and holy one, and therefore I count
upon your enthusiastic co-operation; even though the trouble
and labor that the matter will cost you be great, it is a great
work; your reward and the gratitude and appreciation of your
contemporaries and of posterity will be greater.

Happy to have again come into communication with you,
reverend sir, I subscribe myself, yours with high regard, in the
name of the Minister,

Preacher Dr. Lilienthal

Post rest. in St. Petersburg.
et the gentlemen send their testimonials postage free. Make
haste, I pray you.




