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Rav A.Y. Kook: Selected Letters, trans. Tzvi Feldman

Orthodox Jewry has always prayed for a Jewish state based
on Torah. This traditional aspiration clashed with the
secular character of the Zionist movement. Rav Kook
hoped that this letter would rally those Jews, who felt that
they could not be part of this secular Zionism, to a religious
movement that would be independent of official Zionism
but work parallel to it towards the important goals of
settling and building the Land of Israel.

38
TO OUR HONORED JEWISH RELIGIOUS PUBLIC!

Orthodox Jews!

We call you to the sacred task of building our Jewish
nation in our holy land, in the Land of Israel. Come to us,
rally together under the Banner of Jerusalem, which we
now raise aloft before the whole Jewish religious public.

We all know of the Banner of Zion which unites a
certain portion of our brethren on the basis of our Jewish
secular interests in the Land of Israel. But there are many
who have not joined the union of those who bear the
Banner of Zion, and a great many who feel it impossible to
do so. We simply record the plain fact that this is so,
without questioning their veracity.

Yet it cannot be that the largest, most natural, and
earnest portion of Jewry, the majority of the Jewish

1. This translation of the original Yiddish letter is a corrected
version of a translation published by the Jerusalem Organization
in London in 1919.
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LAND OF ISRAEL, LETTER THIRTY-EIGHT

religious public, should remain indifferent to the wonderful
events of the present, and not lend a hand in the holy task
of building our nation on our sacred soil because of so-
called objections.

Therefore, we raise before the whole religious
community the Banner of Jerusalem, so that all religious
Jews may organize their ranks under its folds, in order to
carry out the work of construction in the Land of Israel, in
accordance with our true Jewish religious spirit. With pride
and with courage, shall we raise on high our religious
banner — the Banner of Jerusalem.

Zion and Jerusalem go hand in hand. From the early
beginning of our history, the term Zion [in the Bible] has
always expressed our kingdom, our material power
—which is certainly also holy in itself, and serves the
realization of the holy spiritual aims of our nation, which
was, is, and ever will be the kingdom of priests and the holy
people of the world.

The term ‘‘Jerusalem,’’ however, expresses the goal of
attaining holiness in itself as the highest idealistic tenet of
our Jewish existence, both for us and for all humanity. The
place of our Holy Temple — the future house of prayer for
all peoples — the city where sat our Great Sanhedrin, from
whence has gone forth and will go forth the Law for all
Israel: this is what ‘‘Jerusalem”’ signifies.

The whole Jewish religious community has forever been
deeply bound up with these sacred aims. It is Godly in its
thoughts, holy in its faith. In its deep 'ongings, in its holy
prayers, the soul of our nation has expressed the hope for
the restoration of the Shechinah [the Divine Presence] in
Zion, specifically through the rebuilding of Jerusalem,
through the holiness of the Temple and the elevation of the
divine holiness within us, and through us in the whole
world.

This is the spiritual aim that we want to express through
the organization of the ‘‘Banner of Jerusalem,” which we
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hope will work in peaceful coexistence with that of the
“Banner of Zion.” This, until we and the whole world
recognize that our national secular interests concerning the
return to the Land of Israel as a nation in the fullest sense of
the word and our national religious interests, the true
Jewish religious principles are unified in fraternal harmony.

But in order to acquaint the Jewish and gentile world
with those Jewish national religious principles, and create
an organized force through which to carry this out in an
historical sense, we raise before you, the entire Jewish
orthodox public, the ‘‘Banner of Jerusalem,”” and we call to
all religious Jews: come to us, unite with us, strengthen our
power in the pursuit of our religious Jewish interests,
which in reality are also the true natural interests of the
whole community of Israel throughout all generations — in
the greatest ages of our past, as in the most secure, most
lofty times of our future.

Come to our ‘“‘Banner of Jerusalem,” which will be
borne by the strongest forces of our religious community in
advance of our holy, Godly camp of Israel.

Orthodox Jews, all the loyal believers in the Jewish faith,
there can be no doubt that the divine power is now
manifesting itself in us amid the great world events. We are
certainly called to return to our ancient home in the Land
of Israel, there to renew our ancient holy life. We need
.now only meet the holy movement with all our strength.
The true Jewish word, the holy Jewish word, wherein lies
the strength of our national life and which has hitherto
been buried deeply in the depths of the Diaspora, where its
speech was not free, it must now be spoken out freely and
openly.

Deep, very deep, is that holy Jewish word. Difficult,
extremely difficult for the world — until the most holy,
most high, most joyful Jewish word is rightly expressed —
until it goes forth from its secret hiding place, where it has
been hidden, deep, very deep in the holy Jewish soul —
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until it becomes a force in the reality of Jewish national life
— until the truth is revealed that it, and it above all
becomes the actual strength of Jewish pational life in
general.

For the truth is that the whole Jewish existence, and that
strong solidarity which has made our nation an eternally
invincible people, is founded alone upon that religious
Jewish word, which must be pronounced clearly and purely
by the might of the organized Jewish religious public,
carrying with courage and elevation its Godly banner.

It is this religious Jewish strength, and it alone, that
upholds and guards the sacred oath sworn at the waters of
Babylon: “‘If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand
forget its cunning.”’? And it is this force which ever
rekindles the hidden fire that is not extinguished in any
Jew, who in spite of all dark, worldly considerations, still
finds himself deeply bound to his nation and its great
hopes.

This strength is in truth also the source from which are
nourished all branches of particular Jewish activities so
needed for the building of our nation in its land. It is that
strength which supplies courage and energy to all Jewish
creative forces in all their varied fields of action.

This holy strength must now reveal itself to the eyes of
the great world, through the organized Jewish religious
community united under the ‘“‘Banner of Jerusalem.”

Only then will the whole world learn how we are
upholding our holy standard, what is the true content of
our life; then will it learn how the people of the divine
Torah are again rising with all its heavenly might to rebuild
itself in its divine land.

We religious Jews must all profoundly know and believe
that the divine hand is now leading us openly to our high,
ideal destiny. We must make known to the whole world

2. Psalms 137:5.
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RAV A.Y. KOOK: SELECTED LETTERS

the true meaning of the present wondrous happenings,
whose purpose is so clearly the hastening of our redemption
and salvation, from which alone will also spring forth the
redemption and salvation of all mankind.

With the flaming, illuminating, Godly faith, with the
shining luster of our holy Torah, with the vitality of all the
most refined and devout Jews, we shall carry our flag, the
“Banner of Jerusalem,” by which alone, and because of
which alone, the ‘“‘Banner of Zion’’ will also be properly
hoisted. For the value of Jewish secular power will be
elucidated to the world only in the light of our holy Jewish
spiritual power, emphasized by the uplifted voices of the
whole Jewish religious world community, setting with holy
enthusiasm to the serious task of our national construction,
of our return to the Land of Israel, by the grace of divine
and illuminating light: ‘O, House of Jacob, come, and let
us walk in the light of the Lord.”

With the deepest and most holy inspiration we call on all
of you, pious Jews, delay not. Do not let pass the time,
which is striding along with such giant steps. Speedily come
to our holy flag, the banner of the whole Jewish religious
world community, united for the service of divine holiness,
for the return to Zion, for the revival of our people, for the
redemption of the Holy Land and its restoration, and for all
the high, practical and spiritual tasks which are part of the

great undertaking which arise in our new life every day and
" at every hour.

We conclude with the holy words of the prophet which
no devout Jew should let pass out of his mind at any
moment in the present wondrous times, if he is to
understand what is demanded of us:

““But now I will not be to the remnant of this people as
in the former days, says the Lord of Hosts. For there shall
be the seed of peace, the vine shall give her fruit, and the
ground shall give its increase, and the heavens shall give
their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to
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inherit all these things. And it shall come to pass that you
were a curse among the nations, O House of Judah and
House of Israel, so will I save you, and you shall be a
blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong.”’?

With Joab, the commander of [King David’s] army, let
us say to one another: “‘Let us strengthen ourselves for our
people and on behalf of our people.”*

Strengthen yourselves, Jewish brethren; in your masses
rally round our holy, Godly, Jewish national flag, the
Banner of Jerusalem.

To all Jews, in all lands, in all of the Diaspora, let us
without end repeat our motto:

“You that have escaped the sword — which is driving
you in all ages through all the lands of your exile — go you,
stand not still, remember the Lord from afar and let the
memory of Jerusalem rise within your hearts.’’®

Come brethren, come in masses to our holy flag, the
Banner of Jerusalem.

““The things once predicted to Zion — Behold, here they
are! And again I send a herald to Jerusalem.’’¢

Amen-Selah.

Avraham Yitzhak Hakohen Kook
[Mamarei Harayah)
3. Zechariah. 8:11-13.
4. II Samuel 10:12.

5. Jeremiah 51:50.
6. Isaiah 41:27.



10

AWill to Survive by John Phillips, pp. 18-19.
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‘Iv\oy 28, 1948 — Rabbi Mordechai eingqr’ren with Arab Legion officers.
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O Jerusalem by Dominique Lapierre and Larry Collins

PROLOGUE

THEY KNEW THE SOUND. For months before this afternoon
in May 1948, the forlorn wail had symbolized the frontiers of their existence.
It was the skirl of British bagpipes, and now its call reverberated for the last
time down these ancient stone passageways, piping away the few British
soldiers left inside the old walled city of Jerusalem. They marched in col-
umns, silent and unsmiling, the rhythmic tramp of their boots blending with
the dying notes of the bagpipes. At the head and the rear of each column
one soldier, a Sten gun crooked in his elbow, broke the pattern of their un-
wavering stares, his restless eyes scanning the hostile stone fagades around
them. ‘ '

Along the Street of the Jews, from the sculptured stone windows of their
synagogues and the mildewed hallways of their sacred houses of learning,
the bearded old men watched them go. Their ancestors had watched other
soldiers march out of Jerusalem: Babylonians, Assyrians, Romans, Persians,
Arabs, Crusaders and Turks, the martial predecessors of these departing
British soldiers whose brief thirty-year reign over Jerusalem was now end-
ing. Rabbis, Talmudic scholars, interpreters of the Law, pale and stooped
from years of unremitting study, those old men and their forebears had hud-
dled for centuries under the walls of Jerusalem, a forgotten fragment of
Jewry, living on the charity of their scattered brethren, caretakers of the
Jewish heritage of the City of David. They had kept the Sabbath and con-
formed every action of their poor lives to the precise prescriptions of the
Law. They had memorized their Torah verses and painstakingly copied
down the Talmudic texts they passed from generation to generation. And
daily they had bowed before the stones of the Temple Mount, beseeching
the God of Abraham to bring His people back one day to the Land of
Zion from which they had been cast.

That day had never been so close For other eyes, too, followed those
British soldiers, peering from sandbagged windows and concealed gunports
chiseled into the quarter’s venerable stones. Impatient with the ways of the
Divine, armed men stood poised to hasten the fulfillment of His prophecies
with the homemade hand grenades and Sten guns they clutched by their
sides. As the last British soldiers disappeared, they would dash to seize the

9
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positions the Englishmen had held for months, a little string of vantage
points sealing off the Old City’s Jewish Quarter from the hostile Arab quar-
ters surrounding it.

Suddenly, as the last British column moved down the street, it stopped
and veered left up a twisting cobblestone alley leading toward the vast do-
main of the Armenian Patriarchate. It stopped in front of the arched stones
crowning the entry to No. 3 Or Chayim Street.

Inside, surrounded by his collection of ancient books and silver Jewish
artifacts, Rabbi Mordechai Weingarten, the senior citizen of the Jewish
Quarter, had passed the afternoon in the reassuring company of his sacred
texts. Lost in his thoughts, he hesitated a moment at the knock on his door.

He got up, put on his black vest and jacket, adjusted his gold-rimmed
spectacles and his black hat, and stepped into the courtyard. There before
Weingarten stood a middle-aged British major wearing the yellow-and-red
insignia of the Suffolk Regiment. From his right hand dangled a bar of
rusted iron almost a foot long. With a solemn gesture he offered it to the
elderly rabbi. It was a key, the key to Zion Gate, one of the seven gates of
the Old City of Jerusalem.

“From the year 70 A.p. until today,” he said, “a key to the gates of
Jerusalem has never been in Jewish hands. This is the first time in eighteen
centuries that your people have been so privileged.”

Weingarten extended a trembling hand to accept the key. Jewish leg-
end held that on the night the Roman Emperor Titus destroyed the Tem-
ple, its despairing priests had thrown the keys of Jerusalem to heaven
crying “God, henceforth be Thou the guardian of the keys.” Now the im-
probable agent of their return to Jewish hands stood to attention and saluted.

“Our relations have not always been easy,” he said, “but let us part as
friends. Good luck and goodbye.”

“Blessed art Thou, O Lord,” murmured Weingarten, “Who had granted
us life and sustenance and permitted us to reach this day.” Then, addressing
the Englishman, he said, “I accept this key in the name of my people.”

The Englishman turned. With a quick order he marched his men out of
the rabbi’s little courtyard. Already the shadows of evening stretched across
the Old City. Soon a new sound rose to replace the echoes of the bagpipes.
Hearing it, Weingarten, still clutching the key to Zion Gate in his hands, stiff-
ened. The sound was a reminder of how tenuous was his people’s title to
the gates it opened, and how short-lived might be their new domain over
these stones from which they had been cast in exile so many centuries be-
fore. Once again, Jerusalem was about to become a battlefield. While the

rabbi listened in the gathering darkness, the noise grew and multiplied until
it seemed to rise from every corner of the Old City.
Sinister and terrifying, it was the sound of gunfire,
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