


Top Ten Pesach Ideas to Spark 
Meaningful Conversations 

With Rabbi Philip Moskowitz 

1. Why is the Korban Pesach so central?

• TRIGGER QUESTION - How do you balance individuality with a responsibility to the 

community?  


2. Kiddush vs. Kadeish - 

• TRIGGER QUESTION - In what ways do we create sanctity?  How do we sanctify 

our time?  Does time control us or do we control our time?


3. Leaning as a form of disobedience

• TRIGGER QUESTION - Why is disobedience sometimes important?  What happens 

to societies that are always submissive?


4. Eating and our relationship with food

• TRIGGER QUESTION - In what ways does food control us?  How does Judaism 

seek to channel our animalistic instincts towards holiness?


5. Karpas - 

• TRIGGER QUESTION - What are you appreciative for?  Do you express it enough?


6. Why did we need to leave Egypt with wealth?

• TRIGGER QUESTION - Freedom means responsibility.  What is our relationship with 

wealth?  Do we use it to build an egel or a mishkan?


7. How can Hashem know what will happen?

• TRIGGER QUESTION - Why is free will so central to Judaism?  How do you relate to 

free will?


8. If we spend the night decrying slavery, how could we have tolerated slavery in America’s 
early years?


• TRIGGER QUESTION - How can we help improve the world?  What needs fixing?


9. Separation and Inclusiveness

• TRIGGER QUESTION - How do you balance the obligation to be distinct with the 

obligation to be a part of the world around us?


10. Making the seder relevant

• TRIGGER QUESTION - Do we appreciate the times that we live in?
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Festivals of Freedom
 



Kadesh קדש: Why is this Kiddush different? 


The Seder opens with Kiddush. This is certainly unremarkable; after all, Kiddush 
is the opening act of every Shabbat and Holiday meal. But Kiddush – the ritual 
sanctification of time – has an intimate and unique connection to Pesach’s 
central theme – freedom. How so?


As Israel was about to be released from slavery, God instituted a new calendar: 
“This month shall mark for you the beginning of months; the first of the months 
of the year for you.” (Ex. 12:2) Why is this the first mitzvah [command] 
communicated to a free nation? 


A slave’s time is not his own. He is at the beck and call of his master. Even when 
the slave has a pressing personal engagement, his taskmaster’s needs will take 
priority. In contrast, freedom is the control of our time. We determine what we do 
when we wake up in the morning; we prioritize our day. This is true for an 
individual, but also for a nation. God’s commands Israel to create a Jewish 
calendar because as an independent nation, Israel should not to march anymore 
to an Egyptian rhythm, celebrating Egyptian months and holidays. Instead Israel 
must forge a Jewish calendar, with unique days of rest, celebration and memory. 
Controlling and crafting our time is the critical first act of freedom.


Kiddush says this out loud. We sanctify the day and define its meaning! We 
proclaim this day as significant, holy and meaningful. We fashion time, claim 
ownership of it, and fashion it as a potent contact point with God, Peoplehood 
and tradition. This is a quintessential act of Jewish freedom.


Today, we often feel short of time; that time controls us. “Kadesh” reminds us 
that true freedom and self-respect is to master and control time for ourselves, to 
shape our life in accordance with our values.
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Haggadah: Teachings, Stories, and 
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Soloveitchik, and Rabbi Carlebach






#5 Appreciating the Small Things
Rabbi Yosef Zvi Rimon






A final, additional dimension to the episode before us can be discerned 
if we consider the eventual use to which the wealth received from the 
Egyptians is put.  The gold and silver of Egypt is ultimately applied by 
the Israelites to two projects that could not be more vastly different: the 
construction of the golden calf and the creation of the Mishkan (the 
portable sanctuary that traveled with the Israelites through the desert). 
The acquired riches thus become the medium through which the 
Israelites actualize their choices for good and for bad. Freedom is only 

meaningful if you have something to lose. If the Israelites had left Egypt with nothing 
precious, nothing that they truly saw as their own, their liberation would have been 
incomplete. They would have had no way to actualize their responsibilities, to 
concretize their independent decisions.  God, therefore, directs the departing slaves to 
acquire wealth. He does not grant these riches as a gift. The Israelites must see them 
as earned.   The true challenge of an independent nation then faces the erstwhile 
slaves: how will they use their own prosperity, which they have earned through the 
sweat of their brow? The choices they make determine the very quality of their 
freedom.







#6 Leaving Egypt with Wealth -
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
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Rabbi Dr. MJ Raphall, January 4, 1861


I arrive at the conclusion, that next to the domestic relations of husband and wife, 
parents and children, the oldest relation of society with which we are acquainted is that 
of master and slave.


when I consider all this, I think you and I had rather continue to take our "requirements 
for moral instruction" from Moses and the Prophets than from the eloquent preacher of 
Brooklyn [Henry Ward Beecher].


I would therefore ask the reverend gentleman of Brooklyn and his compeers—How 
dare you, in the face of the sanction and protection afforded to slave property in the 
Ten Commandments—how dare you denounce slaveholding as a sin?


When you remember that Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Job—the men with whom the 
Almighty conversed, with whose names he emphatically connects his own most holy 
name, and to whom He vouchsafed to give the character of "perfect, upright, fearing 
G-d and eschewing evil" (Job i. 8)—that all these men were slaveholders, does it not 
strike you that you are guilty of something very little short of blasphemy?


It remains for me now to examine what was the condition of the slave in Biblical times 
and among the Hebrews. And here at once we must distinguish between the Hebrew 
bondman and the heathen slave….As his privilege of Hebrew citizen was thus only 
suspended, and the law, in permitting him to be sold, contemplated his restoration to 
his full rights…In fact, between the Hebrew bondman and the Southern slave there is 
no point of resemblance.


This, indeed, is the great distinction which the Bible view of slavery derives from its 
divine source. The slave is a person in whom the dignity of human nature is to be 
respected; he has rights. Whereas, the heathen view of slavery which prevailed at 
Rome, and which, I am sorry to say, is adopted in the South, reduces the slave to 
a thing, and a thing can have no rights. 


 The result to which the Bible view of slavery leads us, is—1st. That slavery has existed 
since the earliest time; 2d. That slaveholding is no sin, and that slave property is 
expressly placed under the protection of the Ten Commandments; 3d. That the slave is 
a person, and has rights not conflicting with the lawful exercise of the rights of his 
owner. If our Northern fellow-citizens, content with following the word of G-d, would 
not insist on being "righteous overmuch," or denouncing "sin" which the Bible knows 
not, but which is plainly taught by the precepts of men—they would entertain more 
equity and less ill feeling towards their Southern brethren. And if our Southern fellow-

#8 Slavery



citizens would adopt the Bible view of slavery, and discard the heathen slave code, 
which permits a few bad men to indulge in an abuse of power that throws a stigma and 
disgrace on the whole body of slaveholders—if both North and South would do what is 
right, then "G-d would see their works and that they turned from the evil of their ways;


Rabbi Sacks 





Benjamin Blech:

“God waited for Lincoln to free the slaves”





#9 Separation and Inclusiveness - 
The Night That Unites Passover Haggadah: 
Teachings, Stories, and Questions from Rabbi 

Kook, Rabbi Soloveitchik, and Rabbi Carlebach
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