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1. NY Times, October 8th 2015

Historical Certainty Proves Elusive at Jerusalem’s Holiest Place

Editors’ Note: October 13, 2015

An article on Thursday, with the headline “Historical Certainty Proves Elusive at Jerusalem’s Holiest Place,”
examined the scholarly debate about two ancient Jewish temples on the Temple Mount, a site sacred to Jews,
Muslims and Christians. While the article laid out the history of the Jewish temples and the archaeological and
historical evidence about them, the headline and a passage in the initial version of the article implied incorrectly
that questions among scholars about the location of the temples potentially affected Jewish claims to the site and
Israel’s broader assertion of sovereignty over Jerusalem. In fact, as the article was later corrected to clarify, the
scholarly debate is a narrower one, focused on the precise location on the Temple Mount where the long destroyed
temples once stood. All versions of the article should have made clear that the archaeological and historical

uncertainties about the site — unlike assertions by some Palestinians that the temples never existed — do not
directly challenge Jewish claims to the Temple Mount.

2. NY Times, Oct 20th 2015

Arab Proposal to U.N. Over West

By SOMINI SENGUPTA  OCT. 20, 2015

Correction: October 22, 2015

An article on Wednesday about objections to a proposal by some Arab

states to classify the Western Wall as part of Al Agsa Mosque compound
in Jerusalem’s Old City erroneously attributed a distinction to the wall. It

holiest sites in Judaism, as part of the Al Aqsa Mosque compound in

is one of the holiest sites in Judaism, not the holiest. (The Temple Mount
Jerusalem’s Old City, following angry denunciations by Israel and many NP ; .
. ) " - holds that distinction). The error was repeated in an accompanying
JewishAmerican groups. . .
picture caption.

UNITED NATIONS — Senior United Nations officials have objected to a
proposal by some Arab states to classify the Western Wall, one of the
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3. Jerusalem’ Temple Mount: From Solomon to the Golden Done, Hershel Shanks

Palestinian Authority (PA) Minister Nabil Sha’ath, a chief negotiator of the
993 Oslo Agreement, has referred to the Jewish Temple as “fictitious.”*®

Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen), president of the Palestinian National Author-
y, has stated: “[Israel] should not claim that the [Jewish] Temple is underneath

The Palestinian claim denying the existence of

the Israelite Temple is both vague and ambigu-
ous. The claim is made quite generally—that
the Jewish Temple never existed on the
Haram. Sometimes it seems to refer only to ie Haram ... I challenge the assertion.””
Solomon’s Temple, sometimes to any Isra- Similar statements have been voiced by many high-ranking Palestinians,
elite Temple, sometimes only to the location cluding Abu ‘Alaa, the former prime minister (before the Hamas victory).®
of the Israclite (Jewish) Temple. £} The Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz reports that “In public discourse among
For example, at Camp David, Yassar rabs, participants regularly add the word ‘al-maz’um’—that is, the presumptive
Arafat told the American negotiator Den- * fabricated—when referring to the Jewish Temple.”

PA Mufti Sheikh Ekrima Sabri told the German newspaper Die Welt, “There

not [even] the smallest indication of the existence of a Jewish temple on this

nis Ross, and others, that even if Herod’s
Temple did exist, it was not in Jerusalem,
I)l?l ;‘ i\dhlub.", . m‘\‘ abigt JO_ ml,lu Bogeh ace in the past.”'* “The Temple ... was never there.”!!
of Jerusalem.” Arafat was referring to the = . o . .
Samaritan Temple on Mt. Gerizim (in Nab-
lus). The Samaritans are a Jewish offshoot, and
Mount Gerizim is their holy mountain, just as the
Temple Mount in Jerusalem is for Jews.

Kamil Hatib, vice-chairman of the Islamic Movement, This clay scal
which works closely with the Muslim religious trust known as the Waqf, admits ashresionbint’

. g . . - discovered in the piles

that a “Jewish temple may have existed but not in Jerusalem.”” of divt removed from

the lemple Mount.

W s ] ; Aoh Ak e = The form of ils archaic
him from recognizing the existence of the Jewish Temple: “I am a religious man, Hebretw seript dates

Arafat admitted to President Clinton at Camp David that his faith forbade

Arafat said, “and I will not allow it to be written of me [in history] that I have e scalwithuhich it
. § 5 i s was made to the First
... confirmed the existence of the so-called lcnlplc underneath the mountain, Temple peried. Based

On the other hand, even Arafat admitted the existence of Herod's Temple: — on asimilar example,

=0 3 4 S Sk this inseription has
“The Jews have no claim to the whole area of the Haram al-Shanif. They [the Israe- : /
. / been reconstructed fe

lis] excavated everywhere and they didn’t find a single stone from the Temple  rad. “Belonging to

‘a & . ™ v w5 Gaalyalw son of Tmer.”
[of Solomon], just some stones from the Temple of Herod.™ iy sl s

Plot
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6. Talmud Bavli, Yoma 54b
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11. Bereishis 8:20
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