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The Role of Prayer on Tisha B’av (or Lack Thereof)
Judah Kerbel ~ Queens Jewish Center
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Talmud Pesachim 54b
Rather, what is the meaning of the expression: The Ninth of Av is not like a communal fast? It

was stated with regard to the closing prayer (ne’ilah). But didn’t Rabbi Yohanan say: If only a
person would continue to pray throughout the entire day? There, on a communal fast day, it is a
requirement to recite four prayers; here, on the Ninth of Av, reciting additional prayers is
optional according to Rabbi Yohanan. And if you wish, say instead: What does it mean Tisha
B’av is not like a communal fast? It is with regard to the twenty-four blessings that are recited on
a communal fast. (These are not recited on Tisha B’av.)
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Eicha 3:8
And when I cry and plead, He shuts out my prayer;
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He shut the windows of the heavens before it.
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Talmud Berachot 32b

Rabbi Elazar also said: Since the day the Temple was destroyed the gates of prayer were locked
and prayer is not accepted as it once was, as it is said: “Though I plead and call out, He shuts out
my prayer” (Lamentations 3:8). Yet, despite the fact that the gates of prayer were locked with
the destruction of the Temple, the gates of tears were not locked, as it is stated: “Hear my
prayer, Lord, and give ear to my pleading, keep not silence at my tears” (Psalms 39:13)...

And Rabbi Elazar said: Since the day the Temple was destroyed an iron wall separates Israel
from their Father in heaven, as it is stated: “And take for yourself an iron griddle, and set it as an
iron wall between yourself and the city...” (Ezekiel 4:3).
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Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 559:4
People don't say Tachanun [or slichot] on Tisa b'Av, and they don't fall on their faces, because
it's called a festival. [Note {of the Rem"a}... and all the Kaddishim are said after Eicha until they
go out tomorrow to the synagogue, and we don't say "Titkabal" and we don't say "God, slow to
anger" or "Lamenatzeach and not Pitom haKetoret...
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Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 557

Rema Note: The simple custom is not to say Nachem except during the Minchah prayer on Tisha
be-Av, for it was then {in the afternoon} that the fire took hold in the Mikdash, and therefore we
pray at this time about the consolation (Rohach, Avudrahum).
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Eicha Rabbah Parasha 4, 14

"He kindled a fire in Zion": It is written: "A psalm of Asaph. O God, heathens have entered Your
domain (Psalm 79:1)": This verse should not have said "psalm", but rather a "lament" of Asaph,
a "mourning song" of Asaph, an "elegy" of Asaph, so why does it say "a psalm of Asaph"? Rather
it is a parable about a king who made a huppah for his son and its foundation and its wall and its
decoration, and his son went out and did evil debauchery, and so the king went up to the huppah
and tore up the curtains and smashed the supports and his tutor (paidogogos) went and made a
flute of the support and was playing music. They said to him: "The king overturned his son's
huppah and you are sitting playing music?" and he said to them: "I am playing music because he
overturned his son's huppah and did not "pour out his anger" on his son. So they said to
Asaph: "The Holy One, blessed be He, has destroyed the Temple and you are sitting
and playing music?" and he said to them: "I am playing music because the Holy
One, blessed be He, "poured out his anger" on wood and stone and did not "pour
out his anger" on Israel. See! It is written: "He kindled a fire in Zion which
consumed its foundations".

N-NONNIY 2 PN (NADN NNOY ) N DY

PIN DY TYIN WAP NI PININ NION DY) .OPIND HNKY NN 19297 DIIPY INPO) 12NN X122 TN
Y DN DA ,PINY DINN : PN NI /N NN IPIN NNSY DY THIY OTX TUNI : 113 XIN PIVD PO
INTIA 92D 99%2 935

15-v> ,N P19 NN
PIPY NPV (ND) : 2 TINY NITYR NNIYN N¥Y2 197 (3) : VT V77 TXDD 2N D21W) PIp? NON (09)
STND TY 19Y NONP NADND OND DX 23 (1) : DTPD 1D YIN N2V 1IWN PIN

Eicha 5:19-22

But You, O LORD, are enthroned forever, Your throne endures through the ages.

Why have You forgotten us utterly, Forsaken us for all time?

Take us back, O LORD, to Yourself, And let us come back; Renew our days as of old!

For truly, You have rejected us, Bitterly raged against us. Take us back, O LORD, to Yourself,
And let us come back; Renew our days as of old!
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Rabbi Zev Goldberg, “He Shuts Out My Prayer,” July 29, 2020

These two words, *nyon onfy (He shuts out my prayer), resonate very differently with me this
year. As we sat on the floor last year and read Megilat Eikah, who could have imagined that this
year, synagogues through the world would be closed or services severely curtailed?

Although I am grateful that here in Fort Lee, our synagogue does offer daily minyanim, however,
the services are shortened and the amount of people that attend are a fraction of our usual
crowd. Davening on Shabbat morning without communal singing is painful. Davening outside
with a mask in the sweltering heat is uncomfortable and distracting. All in all, it is an experience
of *nsn on (He shuts out my prayer).

This difficult feeling was highlighted a few weeks ago on Shabbat afternoon when we gathered
for mincha. We began to daven as storm clouds gathered. In middle of the hazan’s repetition of
the Amidah, the skies opened and rain began pouring down. Many people ran home, others took
shelter under the short awning protruding from the shul and the home next door. I stood there
in the rain, as the pages of my siddur become soaked.

Despite our best intentions, the minyan could not finish.
>n?on oniy (He shuts out my prayer).

Traditionally, one of the greatest obstacles to a meaningful experience on Tisha B’Av has been
the fact that we don’t feel like mourners. Why mourn for a destroyed Temple and an exiled
People when life in the exile is peaceful, prosperous and calm?

I do think our experience on Tisha B’Av this year should be different. Longing for something
more, yearning for a world that was, is unfortunately no longer foreign to us. How we all wish we
could return to the normal life we enjoyed just a few months ago!

Tisha B’Av is a time to mourn. We mourn the destruction of the two Temples that once stood
proudly in Jerusalem. More deeply, we mourn for our relationship with G-d that was once
intimate and close. Today that relationship feels strained and distanced.

May this year’s Tisha B’Av be meaningful.

May this year be the last year when we daven maariv outside and recite Eikah over Zoom.
May this year be the last year when we feel distanced from the Almighty.

May this year be the last year we daven with masks that stifle our song.
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Restore us to You, O Lord, that we may be restored! Renew our days as of old.


https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/he-shuts-out-my-prayer

