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290 Echoes of the Song of the Nighringale

crying, however, asserts that chance and not God governs our
destiny.

Charlie Chaplin prompted this writing. But readers do
not have to accept this analysis of whooping and wailing as
religious dogma.
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Views and ReHecrions 291

What the Rav Said and Did

lv ﬂmonm are revelations of some of the things that the Rav

confided to me or did when I occasionally chauffeured him
from his home to Yeshiva University or from his home to the
Maimonides School in Brookline, Massachusetts. This was a
fulfillment of nmbn Anv Amn Sv nwiny 517y (Berokhoth 7b), “it
is better to serve a great Torah scholar than to learn from
him.” I also record here some of the public customs of the Rav
and his insights into Jewish law and folklore.

1. The Rav would recite the 1777 nbon (the prayer said
prior to travel) at the outset of the journey, before we drove off
and while we were in the city. I don’t think it was necessarily
because the Rav concurred with the view of the Taz (comment
7 on Orach Chaim 110:7), but because he felt that the moo
0317 (“danger of the road”) began immediately. In our time,
traveling on the road by automobile does not entail the risk of
highway robbery, but rather the possibility of traffic accidents
which can happen anywhere. I was asked, if this was so, does
the Rav prescribe the recital of this prayer when the objective
is to drive within city limits? No, I replied. Since the rabbis
arranged this prayer (Berokhoth 29b-30a) for those intending
to leave the city, it need not be recited for a local trip. But once
the intention is to leave the city, then the street outside one’s
home is contiguous to the road leaving the city and contains
the same elements of danger as beyond the city limits, thus
requiring the recital of the prayer for the road._j

2. We were once on the road at night. I had already had
occasion to be m1aY wipn (i.e., to pronounce the monthly bless-
ing upon the sighting of the “new” moon). The Rav recited the
prayer and blessings, standing alone with me, and three
times said to me, “Shalom Aleikhem,” and three times did I
reply to him, “Aleikhem Shalom.”

3. Once, on the road together, I asked the Rav whether
whistling was permissible or was a violation of X5 omnpn:
1on (the prohibition against imitation of the ways of non-
Jews). He said it was permissible.

4. No one knows precisely where Moses is buried or when
he died (see the Bach on the Tur, Orach Chaim 292, and the
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