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1 Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the children of Israel:
none went out, and none came in.— {S}
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2 And the LORD said unto Joshua: 'See, I have given into thy hand
Jericho, and the king thereof, even the mighty men of valour.
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3 And ye shall compass the city, all the men of war, going about the
city once. Thus shalt thou do six days.
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4 And seven priests shall bear seven rams' horns before the ark; and
the seventh day ye shall compass the city seven times, and the
priests shall blow with the horns.
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5 And it shall be, that when they make a long blast with the ram's
horn, and when ye hear the sound of the horn, all the people shall
shout with a great shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat,
and the people shall go up every man straight before him.'
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6 And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and said unto them:
"Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven
rams' horns before the ark of the LORD.'
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7 And he said unto the people: 'Pass on, and compass the city, and
let the armed body pass on before the ark of the LORD.'
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8 And it was so, that when Joshua had spoken unto the people, the
seven priests beating the seven rams' horns before the LORD
passed on, and blew with the horns; and the ark of the covenant of
the LORD followed them.
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9 And the armed men went before the priests that blew the horns,
and the rearward went after the ark, [the priests] blowing with the
horns continually.

WNWN-K51 1N K ,A0KG pwiny my opi-ny
,09X MnX 01 TV 127,081 RY-X9 ,0271p-NX
.onYyMm--1wna

10 And Joshua commanded the people, saying: 'Ye shall not shout,
nor let your voice be heard, neither shall any word proceed out of
your mouth, until the day I bid you shout; then shall ye shout.'
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11 So he caused the ark of the LORD to compass the city, going
about it once; and they came into the camp, and lodged in the
camp. {P}
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12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up
the ark of the LORD.
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13 And the seven priests bearing the seven rams' horns before the
ark of the LORD went on continually, and blew with the horns; and
the armed men went before them; and the rearward came after the
ark of the LORD, [the priests| blowing with the horns continually.
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14 And the second day they compassed the city once, and returned
into the camp; so they did six days.
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15 And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose early at
the dawning of the day, and compassed the city after the same
manner seven times; only on that day they compassed the city seven
times.
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16 And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew
with the horns, that Joshua said unto the people: 'Shout; for the
LORD hath given you the city.
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17 And the city shall be devoted, even it and all that is therein, to
the LORD; only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all that are with
her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent.
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18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the devoted thing, lest
ye make yourselves accursed by taking of the devoted thing, so
should ye make the camp of Israel accursed, and trouble it.
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19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are holy
unto the LORD; they shall come into the treasury of the LORD.'
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20 So the people shouted, and [the priests] blew with the horns.
And it came to pass, when the people heard the sound of the horn,
that the people shouted with a great shout, and the wall fell down
flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight
before him, and they took the city.
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21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and
woman, both young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the
edge of the sword.
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22 And Joshua said unto the two men that had spied out the land:
'Go into the hatlot's house, and bring out thence the woman, and
all that she hath, as ye swore unto het.'
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23 And the young men the spies went in, and brought out Rahab,
and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, and all that she
had, all her kindred also they brought out; and they set them
without the camp of Israel.
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24 And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was therein; only
the silver, and the gold, and the vessels of brass and of iron, they
put into the treasury of the house of the LORD.
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25 But Rahab the hatlot, and her fathet's household, and all that she
had, did Joshua save alive; and she dwelt in the midst of Israel, unto

this day; because she hid the messengers, whom Joshua sent to spy
out Jericho. {P}
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26 And Joshua charged the people with an oath at that time, saying:
'Cursed be the man before the LORD, that riseth up and buildeth
this city, even Jericho; with the loss of his first-born shall he lay the
foundation thereof, and with the loss of his youngest son shall he
set up the gates of it." {S}
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27 So the LORD was with Joshua; and his fame was in all the land.

Ancient Jericho

Towns became bigger as their populations increased. This made their architecture and urban planning
more complex and they required more space to expand. The possibility of storing food surpluses

meant that part of the population quit agricultural activities to devote their time to other things.

Artisans, priests, traders... The wealth of flourishing cities attracted greed of the nomadic tribes and forced
their inhabitants to build protective walls around their cities. This was the case of Jericho, in the West Bank,
Palestine. With a history of more than 11,000 years, this was the first fortified city known ever and, up to the

present day, it is considered the first city in history.

. . 7000 BC
Jericho, the first one

Natufian hunter groups settled in this spot in 12,000 BC before it
became the city of Jericho. Towards 9,400 BC, the settlement had more
than 70 houses with around a th d il i i
unprecedented; a 3.5m highand almost 2m ti

tower that reached a height of 8.5

The round houses made with

adobe, similar to igloos, were
substituted by rectangular ones. 5
Sai a8,

Double fortification

Similar to medieval dortifications,
these were 3 m wide and more than

4 m high by 1700 BC. They were recon-
structed at least 15 times.

Glory and collapse

The apparition of the Canaanites implied changes

in house planning. This people absorbed the original
culture and took Jericho to its most glorious times.
According to archeological records, the city was
destroyed by 1500 BC to be re-founded

in the gth century BC.

Resources
There is evidence of cultivated plants
and possible sheep breeding since 7220 BC.

Courtyards There was a water canal system.

The buildings usually had

a7 metre square courtyard
They had stone foundations, used to cook and preventing
clay brick structure, 50 cm smoke from entering inside
width walls and the roofs the house.

were covered with a mixture .

of reeds and cla '3 .

Houses
The Jordan River

Jericho was favored by the river
and trade. Its walls became thicker
and were surrounded by a moat.

Two storeys
Two storey houses had
a working area in the first
floor and the rooms on
3> -the second floor.




Why is Yericho so important?
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Why the seven rings?

2. Abarbanel 6:3
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3. Radak 6:3

vy 2IRWY PR, 2% Nww wen o
QYYY DRI 797 AN 7Y X127 N0
MdPT YawI MDY Ay2aw 2370 nvaw
2377279 7VIIN2 9P QYD 20 VA
TPNRN AP 211/ Y 7N WK v
DR M1 79 PIRT RY 92 W jvnb
ITI0 VT AYAWIT 190 NYINAY 2772 KD

T 29 T MNA aYaw 191 VA S0 9K
QWM 012 N7 RGT OV 29K
Jahiizmy

4. Ralbag 6:3
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5. Chomas Anach 6:3
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6. Bamidbar Rabba 14:1

TR YWITY OR T MR 7 2L v MRIY LAY RIT N2 WiTRD 09 9V 12 by, AW DY YW 227 IROT 77 N> DX
TR YW 98 T N NRIY LAY RIT 9IN2 WITRT 08 DY T2 MR LN NS NR YT D90 IR0T O78 77 X oX
I3 YT NN 3200 Sy 2wT 01023 "N YT DY anag) ' can

Why is there a Cherem?
7. Bamidbar Rabba 14:1
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8. Tanchuma Vayechi 8:5
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9. Bamidbar Rabba 23:6
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10.Yehoshua 7:10
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But the LORD answered Joshua: “Arise! Why do you lie prostrate?



11.Rashi, ad loc.
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12.Tamid 30b
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MISHNA 3:7 From Jericho the people would hear the sound indicating that the large gate had been
opened. From Jericho the people would hear the sound produced in the Temple by the instrument that had
the form of a shovel. From Jericho the people would hear the sound of the song of the Levites in the
Temple. From Jericho the people would hear the sound of ben Arza clashing the cymbals in the Temple.
From Jericho the people would hear the sound of the flute that was played in the Temple twelve days each
year.
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From Jericho the people would hear the voice of Gevini the Temple crier, who would proclaim in the
Temple each day: Arise, priests, to your service, and Levites to your platform, and Israelites to your non-
priestly watch. From Jericho the people would hear the sound of the wood that ben Katin crafted into a
mechanism of pulleys for the Basin. From Jericho the people would hear the sound of the song of the
Levites in the Temple. From Jericho the people would hear the sound of the shofar that was sounded
several times each day in the Temple. And some say that in Jericho the people would hear even the voice of
the High Priest at the moment that he mentioned the ineffable name of God on Yom Kippur.
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From Jericho the people would smell the fragrance emanating from the preparation of the incense in the
Temple. Rabbi Elazar ben Diglai said: There were goats belonging to my father that grazed in the cities
of Mikhvar, located at a distance from Jerusalem, and they would sneeze from the fragrance of the
preparation of the incense that they smelled.

Why is there a curse?
13.Moreh Nevuchim III:50
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14.1I Melachim 16:34
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34 In his days did Hiel the Bethelite build
Jericho; with Abiram his first-born he laid
the foundation thereof, and with his youngest
son Segub he set up the gates thereof;
according to the word of the LORD, which
He spoke by the hand of Joshua the son of
Nun. {S}



