LRiblical Peopnle Places and Things
Ploni AImoni: The Selfish Selfless
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e  Why V'Henei? Why was he just “Passing through?” Why is this important to the Megillah?
o Why is he left nameless in the Megillah? Does he even HAVE a name?

e  Why is this part of the story important anyway?

e  What does his concerns with HIS Nachalah have to do with Yibum?

Family ties:
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e Two opinions mentioned here —also 2 names. Is there significance?
e What, if any, is the connection to Nachshon Ben Aminadav?

The concerns of Ploni:
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e Why are these concerns not taken seriously?
e  Why punish the man because of placing his family first?

Wenger Corollary: What do Ploni Almoni mean?
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e  What s he hiding?

The other 2 PLACES of Ploni Almoni
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e  Where was that place? Why is it significant?
o  What WAS revealed at that place? How? How does it connect to OUR Ploni Almoni?
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e What is the difference between the 2 sides of the argument in the Nov disagreement. How is it

the opposite of Ploni Almoni?
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o  Why?

The Evils of Anonimity
8)Rabbi Dr. Lamm, The Varieties of Anonymity

Finally, the fifth variety of anonymity is that of fear, or better, cowardice. Anonymity is often the cloak of
the spineless and gutless...

Related to this form of cowardly anonymity is the anonymous letter writer. As a public figure, it has not
been unusual for me in the course of the years to receive an occasional anonymous letter.

| confide to you: | never pay attention the them. | never try to figure out who the writer is, never try to
decipher his handwriting or discern how he changed his style or punctuation or spelling in order to
disguise his identity. | just don’t care. People who do not have the courage of their convictions, and are
not willing to engage in serious dialogue, do not deserve to have others listen to their monologue. |
consider them nothing but pathetic.



And yet | recognize that it is often difficult for a person to voice criticism and place himself squarely
behind it...

Sometimes | think that the anonymous letter-writer is really revealing his true identity as symbolized by his
anonymity: namely, nothing, the absence of personality, or better—the absence of character. The
anonymous letter has the same value as a check signed by “Anonymous”...

e How does this impact Ploni Almoni’s references in Tanach? Is it “Tov” or “not so good?”
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The Failures of Ploni Almoni

In his name
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12a) Rav Soloveitchik “Mordechai and Esther” Days of Deliverance p. 92

The Jew should be adult and child, grown up and immature at the same time. When called upon to act
as Divine agent, to be a history maker, the Jew must be mature, courageous, and intellectually
developed. When it is time to pray, the Jew must shed his maturity and reach out for either the
enthusiasm or the grief of the child. The woman is more of an expert in playing this double role. Esther
performed it magnificently. She knew how to be cunning and how to pray. Therefore the Megillah is
named for Esther.

To his family
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To the Book of Ruth
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To Jewish Destiny

15)Rokeach
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