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L. Chukim and Mwshpatim: a nuanced view
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3 After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt,
shall ye not do; and after the doings of the land of Canaan,
whither I bring you, shall ye not do; neither shall ye walk in
their statutes.

4 Mine ordinances shall ye do, and My statutes shall ye
keep, to walk therein: I am the LORD your God.
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5 Ye shall therefore keep My statutes, and Mine ordinances,
which if a man do, he shall live by them: I am the LORD.

Talmud Bavli, Yoma 67b

Our Rabbis taught: Mine ordinances shall ye do, i.e., such
commandments which, if they were not written [in Scrip-
ture], they should by right have been written and these are
they: [the laws concerning] idolatry [star-worship], im-
morality and bloodshed, robbery and blasphemy. And My
statutes shall ye keep, i.e., such commandments to which
Satan objects, they are [those relating to] the putting on of

70 XY vha2 7Ibn
D27 - WYN HEWH N8+ NP+ 327 1N
TTAY T PR AN RIT DT 1ON03 (RD) NONORY
DRI .DWT NONY,2I DT Mo namy 1on o
DOWH NPT AN BRI D27 - DD Npn
DNXOM Iy neea? M NON i ONY oy
TONDRPDEY JIONWNT VPR LPTIN N R

sha'atnez, the halizah [performed] by a sister-in-law, the
purification of the leper, and the he-goat-to-be-sent-away.
And perhaps you might think these are vain things, therefore
Scripture says: I am the Lord, i.e., I, the Lord have made it a
statute and you have no right to criticize it.
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I1. Establishing mitavoth as chok or mishpat

Talmud Bavli, Bava Kama 30a 5 RBP X232 9923 75N
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instance particularly] fulfil the laws of [Seder] Nezikin. But yn oG ) SSaen oymy
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still others said: Matters [dealt with in] Berakoth.

Rambam, Guide for the Perplexed (Friedlander) 3:28, p. 314

The reason of a commandment, whether positive or negative, is clear, and its usefulness evident, if it (1) directly
tends to remove injustice, or to (2) teach good conduct that furthers the well-being of society, or (3) to impart a
truth which ought to be believed either on its own merit or as being indispensable for facilitating the removal of
injustice or the teaching of good morals. There is no occasion to ask for the object of such commandments: for
no one can, e.g., be in doubt as to the reason why we have been commanded to believe that God is one; why we
are forbidden to murder, to steal, and to take vengeance, or to retaliate, or why we are commanded to love one
another. But there are precepts concerning which people are in doubt, and of divided opinions, some believing
that they are mere commands, and serve no purpose whatever, whilst others believe that they serve a certain pur-
pose, which, however, is unknown to man. Such are those precepts which in their literal meaning do not seem to
further any of the three above-named results: to impart some truth, to teach some moral, or to remove injustice.
They do not seem to have any influence upon the well-being of the soul by imparting any truth, or upon the well-
being of the body by suggesting such ways and rules as are useful in the government of a state, or in the manage-
ment of a household. Such are the prohibitions of wearing garments containing wool and linen; of sowing divers
seeds, or of boiling meat and milk together; the commandment of covering the blood [of slaughtered beasts and
birds], the ceremony of breaking the neck of a calf [in case of a person being found slain, and the murderer being
unknown]; the law concerning the first-born of an ass, and the like. I am prepared to tell you my explanation of
all these commandments, and to assign for them a true reason supported by proof, with the exception of some
minor rules, and of a few commandments, as I have mentioned above. I will show that all these and similar laws
must have some bearing upon one of the following three things, viz., the regulation of our opinions, or the im-
provement of our social relations, which implies two things, the removal of injustice, and the teaching of good
morals.
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I11. Shaatnez - Wool and Linen Garments

Rambam, Guide for the Perplexed (Friedlander) 3:37, p. 335

We have explained in our large work that it is prohibited to round the corners of the head, and to mar the corners
of the beard, because it was the custom of idolatrous priests. For the same reason, the wearing of garments made
of linen and wool is prohibited: the heathen priests adorned themselves with garments containing vegetable and
animal material, whilst they held in their hand a seal made of a mineral. This you find written in their books.
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