INTRODUCTION TO AMIRAH L'NOCHRI
The Why Before The What
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From a question submitted to the author of the Noda bi-Yehudah ©on 33... we learn of a custom
accepted “in many places, where a gentile lights candles on the Day of Atonement at the hour of
the closing prayer.” In his reply, he confirms that he found that the Prague community... acted in
just this fashion... In an attempt to reestablish halakhic supremacy in all its detail, R. Ezekiel
Landau overruled this custom... just as the author of Shav Yaakov scolded those who allowed the
relighting of Hanukkah candles on Sabbath mornings. What is apparent here is a disparity between

! English translation: Yoel Lerner, The Shabbes Goy (1989), pp. 108-109
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the lay concept of Sabbath observance and that of the halakhic authorities. The lay approach
preferred the symbolic religious ceremonies... to halakhic limitations on the use of a Sabbath
Gentile even for the purposes of fulfilling a religious obligation. The Noda bi-Yehudah himself
says: “Who wants the congregation to recite the prayers [of forgiveness]? It were better that they
not recite them and merely listen to the prayer leader... rather than act in a way most authorities
condemn. The public, however, viewed their active participation in the emotive closing service as
outweighing the ban on “telling a Gentile,” which had at any rate become irreparably lax.
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