THE CASE OF THE MISSING MENORAH
Hiddur Mitzvah and the Definition of Lighting Candles
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DO YOU NEED A MENORAH?
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DEFINING HIDDUR MITZVAH
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THE CASE OF THE MISSING MENORAH
Hiddur Mitzvah and the Definition of Lighting Candles

9 R. Soloveitchik and R. Shubow: A Eulogy Rediscovered, a Friendship Reexamined
Hakirah Vol. 30, pp. 45-46

I will ask you a simple question: Is a developed sense for beauty intrinsically evil; is an
exalted sensitivity to the beautiful, to the lovely, sinful, is the esthetic experience corrupt in itself,
is the vision of the artist something to be ashamed of, should all kinds of acting be rejected, all shows
banned?

The answer to this question is as follows: Yahadus knows of two kinds of beauty: 1) 27m 717,
dignified beauty, and 2) what hakhmei kabbalah call “ma13” — the shining, vulgar beauty. Yahadus
knows of Rachel, Sarah, Esther who personified 277 717, noble beauty, and Yahadus is also aware of
Eve, Delilah, Avshalom, Na’amah, who were fair to look upon, of pleasing appearance and handsome,
yet the beauty they displayed did represent not an impressionable soul, a sensitive personality hiding
behind a beautiful face, not a spiritual ecstasy which breaks through barriers of a private world into the
outer world, but a spiritual desolation and aridity, intellectual emptiness and soulnessness. In a word,
there is redeemed beauty which transcends the physical and vulgar and there is unredeemed
beauty which betrays baseness and meanness...

In short, the Hebrew mind linked beauty with goodness, handsomeness with caritas, a pleasing
appearance with hesed, and showmanship with lovingkindness. The beauty is redeemed 7m0 7.
Wherever beauty joins up with egocentricity, selfishness, indifference to pain of others, insensitivity
to suffering — beauty remains a vulgar experience displaying cruelty and animality. Many of Hitler’s
henchmen were accomplished musicians. Man should love beauty but at the same time think of his
fellow with a great, passionate love...

D78Y DIPD TV PYNY 229 MNSY 10

Uz-32/0Y ,771200
2990 I 7MY 9380 0N .TINN PIY XIN NIV DMIIINM DNPN M INDI 1) 1POY DM
N (: 0 NDMN) DN WITY,/NDD DIPON N ...(2: VO MYNID) N> NIN AN )P 22N DY NV N
SN 93259 DY N VD ) NYO XN YT WA INDY LN HY
19INA 99 19PN WTPNN H°3a2 1PNV NN U3 1993 VI NYTPN MY ,INIY 1N INIPN T
P35y NINN 9% YN NN PN L(T: N 972702 HY) NDID VYIPN PNV DHITHA-)1N5N 0) 1H1N
D5 TNN) DYYWI MYV NYYN BHIYD 17499 299 DAP NIWYY (: VN PYITP) NTNID HHD) .(: XD HYY))
21D O
LA9Y TNAY IV INNR DOV 11 DNIY PANNI NNIDINND MTIPIN DINNX N ...
...DN GN DXP2INK DN ... O NNNN : DNV PIINN DNIYN
Y1 97K DMV P 12NPY DM YNNI MY 2N, NNITH YNV I YW DIPN DAV .55 ¥ MM
LT NN M1 IIRY NDAPN NN TPHNNY 11PHYN BN 152 HANNN NYINND NTIN
YTPN 2 PAD ,NONINN M DNV DINN MDY P2 — NN NN — HYSINN NN YW 0NN 1Pyl 19
...05999) NN 3% BN YN ,D>TVINM NIVN DNV NNV
12 PN NNPI NIVNA NIV P DPIIN 79 .ONIWHD 1 P2 HAPITHND AP NN TN NYO
19997 ©2IYN P2 YION NNPI NYY N7aAPHY D120 NIV .H9DN NINNN NN 1997 — HIMYn
TIVUNRDY 10N BXIYN MY PHNNN BOIYN NITTN NN MIYND MIYIN NINNY 275 ,NHNNH ONYD
NP WH9NN NP HIVNAY DINAD 1 JAX .NPINIT 7PNN NPHWIT DIV 3T 1IN NPNHIYIN NN
DNYIY 299 P2YNDY ,NVNRY MINOYN MYYNN NN PNNY

Jonah Steinmetz 2
Silver Family Rosh Kollel
jsteinmetz@yukollelLA.com



mailto:jsteinmetz@yukollelLA.com

