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https://dafyomi.co.il/bbasra/insites/bb�dt�175.htm
by Rabbi Y. Montrose
The IYUN YAKOV explains that the wisdom to
which Rebbi Yishmael here refers is the shrewdness
that a Dayan must have in order to discern when
witnesses� plaintiffs� or defendants are not telling
the truth. A Dayan should be crafty enough to
employ whatever type of method necessary to
determine the facts of the case. A story is told about
a Dayan who sensed� but could not prove� that a
person who seemed to have a valid claim that he
was the owner of a certain coin was in fact not its
owner and was lying. The Dayan privately
instructed his attendant to whisper to someone
within earshot of the suspect that the coin in
question had a dent on its the front along with some
discoloration �which the true owner would have
known�� and if the claimant is the true owner he
certainly would know this detail. When the claimant
came back into court� he immediately stated that he
could prove that the coin was his� and he gave the
details which he overheard the attendant whisper.
The Dayan promptly said� �The coin clearly is not
yours� as it has none of those characteristics�� and
he awarded the coin to the other party.
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D. Understanding the Human Element as a Means to an Ends
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