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Hilchot Tevilat Kelim

Summary
Summary of This Week's Chaburah

1. The purpose of Tevilat Kelim is to transfer the utensil from the Tumat HaGoyim to Kedushat
Yisrael (Yerushalmi). The Issur veHetter of Rabbenu Yonah Ashkenazi articulates this as “Gerut”
for Kelim.

2. Min HaTorah, only metal Kelim require Tevilah, based on the Pasuk by the war with Midyan.

3. Glass requires Tevilah MiDeRabbanan, because it resembles metal in that it can be melted down
and reconstituted just like metal. Pyrex and duralex are glass for all intents and purposes.

4. There are six metals listed explicitly in the Torah: gold, silver, copper, iron, tin, and lead. There is
a great debate about the Tevilah requirement of other metals, such as aluminum chromium and
titanium that weren’t discovered yet in the times of Chazal. Some argue that other metals still
require Tevilah Min HaTorah, because either the Torah’s list is not meant to be limiting, or the
six metals listed are meant as general categories. Rav Moshe Feinstein boldly claims that all
other metals only require Tevilah MiDeRabbanan, just like glass.

5. Minchat Yitzchak originally thought plastic would require tevilah, as it is similar to glass in this
way, but he took it back because Rav Ovadia insisted we cannot expand the boundaries of
Gezerot Chachamim. Rav Dovid Cohen of the cRc discovered how Rav Moshe Feinstein defends
his expansion to include other metals by saying that Chazal themselves included everything that
falls within the radius from the six metals to glass. Plastic and nylon fall outside of that
boundary, so they are excluded.

6. Finally, we began the sugya of Kunya, kelim made of one material and coated in another, and
discussed the Shulchan Aruch’s conclusion that we follow the outer layer as long as the inside of
the keli is coated, while the Rama says not to recite a Beracha in any case. We will return to this
and discuss the status of china in the future.
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If You have time, see Rav Hirsch’s commentary on the Pesukim, as well.
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