Two Names After After Two People
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Summary

Although it’s unclear when the practice of giving a child two names began, as we don’t find anybody in
Tanach, Shas, or even Rishonim (except for one exception) with two names, it certainly has become
practice to do so.! We find this often when a couple wants to give a child two names, each for a different
relative or one name for a living relative — other person whom the Halacha or custom might discourage
from naming after — plus one additional name to avoid the issues involved in naming after such a person.
The same rule would allow one to marry a spouse with the same name as his parent: if there’s any
difference between the two names, such as an extra name, the concern does not apply.2

With respect to naming, the Chazon Ish reportedly argues that a composite name is not the same as its
two parts and, therefore, one fails in attributing any honor to his loved one by adding a name. Additionally,
it precipitates issues later in life, if the child only uses his two names when getting an Aliyah/MiSheberach
or signing halachic documents but is only called by one of them by people.?

! Noda BeYehuda (Orach Chaim Il 123), Chatam Sofer (Even HaEzer Il 18)

2 Torat Chesed (Even HaEzer 39)

3 pe’er HaDor vol. 4 page 200, Teshuvot veHanhagot (vol. 1 606, 608), Orchot Rabbeinu (vol. 4 Keriat Shem 5 in the
new edition, and vol. 3 Brit Milah 3 in the old edition)
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However, many Poskim believe that one can indeed give a baby two names, each for a different person,
and effectively honor both. This is also the ruling of the Ben Ish Chai, who explains that Aharon’s sons,
Nadav and Avihu were named after Aharon’s father-in-law, Aminadav, and father, Amram, respectively,
which indicates that even with one name one does not need to give the child the exact same name in
order to honor the relative.* Precedence for this view can be seen as early as in the Maharshal’s Yam Shel
Shelomo, where he writes how a baby boy whose parents wanted to honor both of their fathers, whose
names were Yair and Meir, was named Shneor — two lights — to honor both of them. We see clearly that
not only do children not need to bear the exact name of the honored relative, one child can even bear a
single name that represents two different ones!®

Even among those who disagree with the Chazon Ish, some consider using an additional name with the
parent’s name to only be a partial fulfillment of Kibbud Av vaEm.®

In the realm of Hilchot Gittin, there is an immense discussion regarding having more than one name and
the Kashrut of the Get depending on which one(s) were written and or omitted and the contexts in which
those names were given/used. Needless, to say it’s well beyond the scope of our discussion, but one must
note that this is not only a spiritual matter of the essence of the Neshama, but also a matter of Eshet Ish
—adultery, if the Get is not valid because of the husband and/or wife’s names.” Seemingly, the Machaloket
whether two names is one large name or two partial ones between the Get Pashut and Tiv Gittin,
respectively, as presented by the Avnei Nezer would be parallel to that of the Chazon Ish and other
Poskim.

Although, many Poskim actually hold that two names do constitute one full name, which seems to indicate
that they accept the Chazon Ish.8 Rav Eliyahu Bar Shalom, the chief rabbi of Bat Yam, writes how the two
topics are actually independent. The honor and merit of naming a baby after an individual is unrelated to
whether or not each name can stand independently in Hilchot Shetarot, Gittin, and life. The name is the
key to a person’s soul. It’s not two words, just one long one, just as “Ben Tzion” is not the same as “Tzion
Ben” and “Refael” is not the same as “Elrefa,” so, too Yosef Chaim is not Chaim Yosef. Even though it may
be a Machaloket, as above, he is more convinced that it’s not.

All'in all, the relevant applications of two names really being one are as follows:

1. Naming a baby
after two people
after a living person with an added name
after a Rasha with an added name
after someone who died young with an added name
e. with the same name as his late parent or sibling with an added name
2. Marrying someone with the same name as one’s parent but with an added name
3. Writing one’s name in a Ketubah, Get, or other contract

o 0 T w

4 Ben Ish Chaim (Shanah II, Shofetim 27)

5Yam Shel Shelomo (Gittin 4:31)

6 Shalmei Simcha page 452

7 See Shulchan Aruch (Even HaEzer 129) and commentary, as well as Sdei Chemed (vol. 6 Maarechet Get Siman 35-
36) at great length

8 Avnei Nezer (Even HaEzer 175)



a. Partially
b. Inverted
c. Ontwo lines
4. Which Pesukim to recite at the end of the Amidah for those who recite a Pasuk that begins and
ends with the first and last letters of one’s name.

Our names should always be a subject of Simcha through the give and take of Halacha, and our knowledge
should assist us in avoiding any conflict regarding them.
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