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Shabbat Chattan — Reading “Ve’Avraham Zaken”
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Summary

Since the times of the Geonim, Sepharadic communities have celebrated the Shabbat following the
wedding, known as the Shabbat Chattan, with a special ritual involving the reading of “Ve’Avraham
Zaken” (Bereshit 24:1-7), in which Avraham Avinu directs Eliezer to find an appropriate wife for
Yitzchak Avinu from Avraham’s family and not from Kena’an.! For this reason, the Shabbat Chattan is
also known as “Shabbat Ve’Avraham Zaken.”

An additional Sefer Torah is taken out for Keriat HaTorah, the Chattan carries it to the Bimah, and he
is given an Aliyah. Generally, the Chattan receives one of seven weekly Aliyot first, and then he reads

! Abuderhem (Birkat Erusin veNissuin) in the name of Rav Saadia Gaon, Aruch (“Chattan”), Ritva (Yoma 70a s.v. Chad). The
Poskim spanning generations tackle a number of Halachic issues that arise with this custom, such as the venues in which
it is appropriate to take out an extra Sefer Torah, reciting a Beracha on non-weekly Parsha aliyot, reading a Parasha by
heart or from a Chumash, rolling a Sefer Torah while the congregation is waiting, and if this custom is observed in
circumstances in which either side has been previously married. See Beit Yosef (Orach Chaim 144:2), Kenesset HaGedolah
(Hagahot HaTur Orach Chaim 282:11), Ginat Veradim (vol. 1 Siman 49), Meshiv Davar (vol. 1 Siman 16), Sdei Chemed (Chattan
veKallah 14-17, 28), Minchat Yitzchak (vol. 2 Siman 109), HaNissuin KeHilchetam 15:94-101, and the remainder of the sources
at length.
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“Ve’Avraham Zaken” from the other Sefer Torah before reciting the concluding Beracha? or, more
commonly, from a printed Chumash, after the concluding Beracha.?* Some have the custom for him to
only get an Aliyah from the additional Sefer Torah and not read the weekly Parasha at all.* In all cases,
the Aramaic translation is read by someone else in between Pesukim. Some read each Hebrew Pasuk
twice,® while others do not repeat.® For most communities, this is the only remaining vestige of the
custom of translating the Torah reading dating back to Talmudic times. Ultimately, all variations of
the custom have what to rely upon, and one should uphold his tradition, not modify it.” This custom is
completely non-existent in Ashkenazi communities,® and it is not ubiquitous to Sepharadi
communities either.’

The choice to read these Pesukim on the Shabbat Chattan may stem from its positive reflection on
marriage, which contributes to Simchat Chattan veKallah and compensates when that week’s Parasha
does not contain such uplifting motifs.'”® Moreover, the value of finding a suitable partner with whom
to serve Hashem is highlighted, to discourage people from getting married for the wrong reasons
(wealth and honor), as such a marriage will not last. A woman of good and preferably similar stock will
produce children who are loyal and dedicated to the service of Hashem."

In Tunis, the Chattan would conclude by picking up the Sefer Torah, making a public donation, and
circling around the Bimah. The whole experience would make a profound impact on the Chattan and
his family, as if he took a public oath to raise his children in accordance with our Torah heritage.*

Finally, a few Pesukim from the Haftarah of “Sos Asis” (Yeshayahu 61:10-63:9, read for Parashat
Nitzavim), which contains Chattan and Kallah imagery, would be appended to the regular Haftarah
reading,” but, today, nobody observes this custom.*
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2 In Tunis, Libya, and No Amon (Thebes). (Ateret Avot vol. 3 28:38)

* This is commonly reported as the custom in Eretz Yisrael/Yerushalayim, Morocco, Izmir, and Egypt by Eretz Chaim
(Setton, 144:3), Kaf HaChaim (144:10). Yalkut Yosef (Orach Chaim 144:1, Sova Semachot vol. 1 20:5), Halacha Berurah (144:2),
Ma’amar Mordechai (Eliyahu, vol. 4 Shabbat 28), Beit Chattanim (vol. 2 page 469), Magen Avot (Orach Chaim pages 251, 517,
and 683, Even HaEzer page 66), Ateret Avot (vol. 3 28:38)

4 See Shu"t Ish Matzliach (vol. 3 Orach Chaim-Yoreh Deah 9) and Aseh Lecha Rav (vol. 9 Siman 10) who discuss the basis for
reciting a Beracha.

*Mekor Chaim HaShalem 238:2, Ateret Avot (vol. 3 28:38)

6 Yalkut Yosef (Sova Semachot vol. 1 20:5), Beit Chattanim (vol. 2 page 469)

7 Sdei Chemed (Chattan veKallah 17). Yaskil Avdi (vol. 7 Hashmatot Siman 6, page 291)

8 Aruch HaShulchan (Orach Chaim 144:5)

°Rav Yitzchak Baalhaness, former chief rabbi of Shiraz, told me that this was not the custom in Iran.

10 Tashbetz (2:39)

1 Rabbeinu Bechaye (Bereshit 24:3)

12 Rav Meir Mazuz (Ohr Torah 5748 Siman 257)

13 Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 144:2), Rama (Orach Chaim 428:8)

1* Eretz Chaim (144:3), HaChuppah veHaNissuin (vol. 1 page 196), Otzrot HaHalacha HaTefilah veHilchoteha (vol. 5 Siman
12), Beit Chattanim (vol. 2 page 469).
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Notes

Abudirham (Birkat Erusin veNissuin) - Rav Saadia Gaon - Take out a Sefer Torah on Shabbat of Sheva
Berachot and read Bereshit 24:1-7 after the regular keriah plus Maftir Sos Asis after the regular
Haftarah.

Tashbetz 2:39 - Seems the minhag began because of two things: most chatanim are amei Haaretz so
they taught them all an easy parasha and also sometimes the parasha doesn’t have a nice break for a
Chattan. So nahara nahara.Aruch (“Chattan”) records minhag to read three Pesukim of the parasha
and then Ve’avraham Zaken be’al peh,and that’s the minhag hagun.

Ritva Yoma 70a - pegam for one person to read from twp Torot, says Gemara. So our Minhag is for the
chattan ti read his aliyah and then veavraham zaken be'al peh. Some take out a second torah and have
him inly read from that one, but how can he recite the beracjot on that? Fns. Tashbetz thinks it's just
like any mosif

R’ Bechaye Bereshit 24:3 Avraham Avinu made Eliezer take an oath not to take a wife for Yitzchak from
the Kenaani women, because they are of rotten stock. A woman with propensity for punishment will
draw her husband to her side, as demonstrated by Adam HaRishon and Shelomo HaMelech. The
custom to read this Parasha on his wedding day (not Shabbat Chattan) is to charge the community to
ensure the Chattan is not marrying the wrong woman or for the wrong reasons. If he's marrying for
yofi, money, or power, he will fall and be punished in the long run. Only marry leshem shamayim to a
woman from a good family, as the children will take after them. Also instructing to marry within the
family, maintaining Shalom by staying on the same social plane. Marrying up or down will cause
someone to be ashamed or feel superior either way. Invei HaGefen are of the same nature. Shalom
won't last between good and bad.

R' Mazuz https://www.yKkr.org.il/video/4786

o Asked if Chattan has to get ar egular aliyah first

o Abudirham

© R'Barda my brother in law showed me in Otzar HaGeonim Sotah 41a from Sefer Halttim by R' Yehudah
Albertzoloni that they had different minhagim - two sifrai torah or al peh. RHG also but he says kohen does it
at home.

Aruch

o Ritva + Rashbetz
Ginat Veradim 1:49 - whenever ten people decide to, they can take out a st and read with berachot, not
levatala. Just like on shushan purim for safek places. Kol sheken here.

o R'Kalfon Moshe - Berit Kehuna - gets his own aliyah after 3 and reads veavraham zaken from ST, targum,
when he finishes he makes a public donation and circles the teivah with the ST. Like a brit ushvuah not to
marry his children off to goyim, learn from AA, takanah from when times were tough for the Jews.

e Merumaz in the piyutim
e Makes a hashpaah on the chattan, family, and audience, protects against intermarriage
See Ohr HaGanuz Adar 5748 siman 8)
o R'Bechaye
e Kasheh - the guy already goy married!
e R' Kalfon Moshe's makes more sense

o Don'tlet go of your minhagim if they're not against Halacha
Just keep in mind that it doesn't count towards 7

o Piyutim throughout

MA EH minhag to read from chumash after his aliyah. Liek ritva and tashbetz's maskana, only thing
left from the meturgeman days



https://www.ykr.org.il/video/4786

Tashbetz 2:39 - No makor for this Minhag at all, can only be from two torot because you can’t roll a
Sefer Torah beTzibbur due to lack of Kavod hatzibbur. Gemara discusses taking out extra Sifrei Torah
for public events (meura shel Tzibbur) but not private ones. Nevertheless nothing wrong with it. Just
like we can add extr aliyot on Shabbat, extra Torot should be fine, as well. Kenesset HaGedolah - also
read Targum, anybody can.

Abudirham (Birkat Erusin veNissuin) - If already taking out two Sifrei Torah, take out a third. Kenesset
HaGedolah (Hagahot HaTur, Orach Chaim 282:11) says to just roll the second one to the right place.
Quoted by Magen Avraham 144:5.

Rishonim discuss Devarim Shebichtav. According to those who hold it’s only relevant to chovat
hatzibbur, this is fine. Also discussed by various Acharonim in context of gozer Taanit Tzibbur (Ginat
Veradim OC 1:49) Chassidim taking out Torah for Nissan (Minchat Yitzchak 2:109), and Hachnassat
Sefer Torah (Meshiv Davar 1:16)

Ish Matzliach 3 OCYD 9 - R' Matzliach M - they definitely recited a beracha on it, otherwise it wouldve been pointed out

Aseh Lecha Rav 9:10 - R’ ChaimPAlagi - reciting a beracha is definitely ok

Comes up in Shulchan Aruch regarding rolling the Sefer Torah and adding Pesukim to the Haftarah
with respect to Kevod HaTzibbur (Orach Chaim 144:2). Beit Yosef (Orach Chaim 144:2) discusses issues
of Kavod HaTzibbur to recite the three Pesukim of Sos Asis nowadays with printed chumashim so
there’s no wait time or by heart.

Kanhag

e Mahari Halevi 82 notes how nowdays they stop in middle of the keriat chovah and read the chattan this parasha

e Abudirham implies they used the same Sefer Torah, so does Mahari Halevi, and | heard Minhag Eretz Yisrael is like
that, also. The Tzibbur is mochel their kavod for the Chattan.

e Tikkun Yisaschar: Minhag pashut is to take out another Torah, though, one for each Chattan present. Read a pasuk
then Targum.

©  He must have read ...0N12aN2 N"0D as ST #2 Avraham Zaken...
O (See Beit Yehudah at length)

e Shatz shouldn't be metargem,like Yerushalmi says that chazan shouldn't be metargem. maybe can distinguish
between chovat hayom and reshut. Kach asiti maaseh. Some do the last pasuk only, fine, only reason chattan
reads last pasuk againa fterwards is to say birkot hatorah on lashon hakodesh and not targum.

e Mahari Halevi - translating for the Kallah - doesn't explain our minhag, she's not even in shul. Maybe when it was
instituted, they were davening in the chattan's home.

e Originates from tiems of chazal - targum - left it lesimchat chattan vekalah. Also read targum with a manginah for
their simcah. Can't use a different tune for regular keriah. Targum is fine be'al peh

e Only for someone who marries a betulah not an almanah, some also do for beulah, seems to be whatever the
chattan wants is what's done, but Mahari halevi sounds like shouldn't. if already took out, read without the
targum. | think less simcha by a beulah. | had a case and told him to hold the second sefer (it was Shavuot) and
read the parasha froma chumash plus targum with niggun, but | wouldn't stop him on a day with only one sefer
torah from taking out a nother torah

R' Yehuda Ayash (Beit Yehudah OC 60) thinks quite positively about upkeeping Minhagim and argues that one certainly
cannot count Avraham Zaken towards the seven aliyot, even if it’s read before Shevii.

Sdei Chemed Chatan veKallah
14. Discusses whom it applies — Bachur/Almon and Betulah/Almanah, includes discussion of whom the simcha is for
exactly, if ratzon or minhag will be kovea, menaefim, me’anes, mefateh, and already pregnant and whether we
should still celebrate in those cases
15. Sefer Torah Shenimtza bah taut during veAvraham Zaken
16. Avelut during Sheva Berachot, gets pushed off, do they read on shabbat? — do as normal



17. Details of performance — Sefer Torah, Chumash, be’al peh in the Rishonim. Nobody says chumash, he says.
Doesn’t like the separate Aliyah minhag, even though it’s in Poskim, but | don’t want to change the accepted
Minhag. Won’t even tell my Talmidim to do otherwise, because it would be befarhesia, even though it’s shev
ve’al taashe.

28. See end of 23 — some say can do it during the week with one sefer torah if Shabbat is Yom Kippur.

YY

Take out additional ST

Only on Shabbat, not a non torah day

Pasuk 1x and then Targum

Our minhag - We do it with a chumash though and only after the chatan finishes his berachot, not in between
Reasons: be excited marriage should be like yitzchak and rivka, related to marriage; don't take a wife for yofi' this is all
they know

2 NIAMNALL (VU TINY) 2 P70 qoir bipzia xRl

R' Mordechai Eliyahu Maamar Mord echai 4 Shabbat 28 - we do a chumash
KHC 144:10 - there are shuls in Yerushalayim today that have somebody read for him from a Chumash after he finishes
his beracha acharonah on his aliyah

Beit Chattanim 2 pg 469Read from chumash, minhag has changed
e Someone else translates 1-1 and then chazzan repeats last pasuk
e Tp9nn WY -also egypt and EY
e Mainly for noseh betulah, but don't protest a noseh beulah from doing it either
e Minhag for sos asis is no longer observed

R' Zakkai Otzrot — HaChuppah veHaNissuin vol. 1 page 196, Otzrot HaHalacha HaTefilah veHilchoteha vol. 5 Siman 12
e litany of sources testifying to the minhag,
e chumash only, Yerushalayim and Mitzrayim
e KHC - better someone other than the chazzan translate
e AHS 144:5 Ashkenazim have no clue
e Vayitzbor Yosef - read for two chatanim at save time to avoid tircha detzibbura
e Nobody does sos asis anymore - even though SA, Eretz Chaim Sutton

Yaskil Avdi 7 hashmatot 6 pg 291 — keep your Minhagim, whichever one you have, especially since omitting it will inhibit
the Simchat Chattan veKallah. No issue of pegam ST #1 if you’re not making a beracha on #2
Sefer Chaim (R’ Chaim Palagi)

EREtz Chaim 144:3 — nobody does the sos asis anymore, chumash not ST

Ateret Avot vol. 3 pg 45 28:38-
38. Twice mikra
39. Chumash in Morocco and Izmir, ST in Tunis, Libya, and Na Amon
40. Chazzan
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