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The Beracha of Matziv Gevul Almanah
[nhimkle]

Background

We live in an age of mass construction in Eretz Yisrael, with new neighborhoods, moshavim, and
even cities popping up all the time. The restoration of our Holy Land to its former glory after much
carnage and exile is comparable only to the return of Klal Yisrael to build the second Beit
HaMikdash. Indeed, Chazal instituted a Beracha that seems to have not been inappropriate to recite
until now. Baruch Matziv Gevul Almanah!

The Gemara (Berachot 58b) reports that one who sees "Batei Yisrael BeYishuvam" should recite the
Beracha of "Matziv Gevul Almanah," that Hakadosh Baruch Hu establishes the borders of a widow
and if they're in a destroyed state, he should recite Baruch Dayan HaEmmet. Similarly, one should
recite certain negative and positive Pesukim when seeing the houses of idol worshipers in their
glory and perdition, respectively. The Gemara concludes with an anecdote detailing the despair the
Amora Rav Chisda felt when seeing the ruins of Rav Chana bar Chanilai's home, which used to be a
center of enormous Tzedaka and Chessed. Ulla, who was walking with him, reassures him that this
is part of the decree of the Churban and that Hashem will rebuild them. At least, he said, one
shouldn't mourn more for this home than for the Mikdash itself.

Defining “Batei Yisrael”

The exact conditions for reciting this Beracha are subject to a Machaloket Rishonim. The Rambam
(Hilchot Berachot 10:10) and the Tur (Orach Chaim 224:10) do not put any limits on this Halacha
and record the Gemara without any elucidation, which seems to allow for this Beracha to be recited
without any further requirements. However, Rashi (s.v. Baruch) writes "1w na 21w 1113", which
implies that the Beracha may only be recited during the times of the Beit HaMikdash. It's a Beracha
of gratitude to Hashem for restoring the land former glory after a period of destruction, hence the
reference to Eretz Yisrael as an Almanah.

Alternatively, the Rif's (43b) text includes "Batei Kenessiot," meaning that the Beracha may only be
recited on dazzling synagogues, seemingly anywhere in the world. Therefore, to the Rif, it's a
beracha praising Hashem for the positive state of the Jewish nation, the Almanah, even in Galut.!

1 The Beit Yosef notes how the Rif’s view is troubling, as it means that one would recite the aforementioned
negative Pesukim upon seeing a house of idol worship, which is already covered by a different Beracha. He
postulates that it might mean non-Jewish court houses. An additional resolution for this challenge can be
found in the Meiri (ad loc.), who takes a similar stance and interprets that Batei Ovdei Kochavim for the Rif
could also refer to those of early artisans who weren’t disciplined in religious matters, otherwise known as
Umot HaOlam. To the Meiri, the Gemara’s anecdote demonstrates how it's proper to be nninwn1 0y11 over
Batei Tzaddikim like R’ Chana bar Chanilai’s even though the Beracha wasn't instituted for Batei Tzaddikim.
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One could argue that Batei Yisrael BeYishuvan means fine homes of wealthy baalei Chesed like Rav
Chana bar Chanilai, as the Gemara implies as it continues, but the Beit Yosef clarifies Rashi’s
position further to refer specifically in the times of the Beit HaMikdash and in Eretz Yisrael. As such,
in Shulchan Aruch, he includes “Like in the Yishuv of Bayit Sheni” as an example for when one could
recite the Beracha. The Maharsha and Tzlach (ad loc.) concur with this interpretation of Rashi.?

Tradition and Practice

Although the Maharshal thinks the beracha could even be recited on elegant homes, he testifies that
the custom is to recite the Beracha upon seeing fine synagogues, in line with the Rif, and his
position is echoed by many Ashkenazi Acharonim.3 Indeed, the Elyah Rabbah (Orach Chaim 224:7)
argues that there is no difference between Eretz Yisrael and Chutz LaAretz on this point. Altogether,
it sounds like there is a strong foundation of classical Poskim who would not object to reciting the
Beracha nowadays.

At the same time, out of deference for the stringent interpretation of Rashi, some, especially
Sepharadim, prohibit one from reciting the Beracha with Shem uMalchut in any event. In all
situations, both in and out of Eretz Yisrael and when visiting Jewish fine homes and synagogues,
one should omit Hashem's name from the Beracha.*

However, Rav Chaim David HaLevi (Aseh Lecha Rav vol. 4 Siman 5) writes that Rashi only requires
we have Jewish sovereignty over the land, and he only used Bayit Sheni as an example because he
had no other model of post Churban Bayit Rishon sovereignty to refer to. Therefore, the Beracha
could even be relevant without a Beit HaMikdash, such as nowadays, according to Rashi and the
Shulchan Aruch. Realizing this is quite novel, Rav HaLevi omitted this from Mekor Chaim (vol. 2
Perek 95 seif 8) where he writes to recite the Beracha without Shem uMalchut, as Mekor Chaim was
intended for the masses and he didn't want to take the responsibility on his shoulders. Once he
heard about Rav Tzvi Yehuda Kook's activities (see below), he was reassured of the correctness of
his position.

Modern Day Eretz Yisrael

In the Dati Leumi world, this Beracha is of special significance. Rav Tzvi Yehudah Kook would recite
it whenever he visited a new Yishuv, and, if he would be asked to speak at the inauguration
ceremony, he would recite it in middle of his speech on behalf of the audience. He was so convinced
of the open Hand of Hashem restoring Eretz Yisrael to its former glory that he exclaimed that
“Sometimes concern for Beracha levatala comes from a lack of Emunah!”

In his wake, Rav Eliezer Melamed has penned a chapter in Pninei Halacha (Berachot 15:22)
detailing when one may recite the Beracha. The regular rules of Birkot HaReiyah apply - as long as

Not too much, though: even the Mikdash was destroyed and dayo le'eved lehiot kerabbo. Maharshal
distinguishes between seeing a house of idol worship and an idol itself.

2 The Tzlach laments how terrible it is that people build such fancy homes nowadays with no recognition of
the churban and are unwilling to accept Mussar about their actions.

3 Bach ad loc,, Taz 224:2, Magen Avraham 224:8, and Mishnah Berurah 224:7.

4 Pri Megadim (Mishbetzot Zahav 224:2), Aruch HaShulchan, Kaf HaChaim 224:38, (Mishnah Berurah
mentions it but doesn’t seem to pasken that way), Ma'amar Mordechai (Eliyahu) vol. 3 Kedushat HaAretz
Siman 3, Halacha Berurah 224:21



one hasn’t seen the location in thirty days, he may recite the Beracha, which makes it irrelevant to
local residents and more appropriate for tourists or visitors from another Yishuv. He recommends
fulfilling the Rif's view and reciting it inside a synagogue, but one who recites it on just homes alone
also has what to rely on.5

Among contemporary Talmidei Chachamim, HaRav Hershel Schachter recited the Beracha when
visiting Yeshivat Elon Moreh as per Rav Levanon's instruction, and Rav Eliezer Melamed did when
speaking in Yeshivat HaGolan. Rav Dov Lior and Rav Chaim Druckman have also done so on similar
occasions.b

Da’at Maran

There is a recent debate regarding the Shulchan Aruch’s opinion (Da’at Maran). Clarifying Da’at
Maran is of critical importance to Sepharadim, as it is a determining factor in deciding Halacha,
especially in absence of a long standing Minhag.

Rav Amichai (ibid) posits that the Shulchan Aruch follows the interpretation of Rashi that does not
require a Beit HaMikdash. Why else would it be recorded in Shulchan Aruch if it wasn’t meant to be
recited, after all? It must be the Shulchan Aruch is following a different opinion than his conclusion
in Beit Yosef.

In response, his nephew, Rav Meir Bareli, the rabbi of Asa’el, writes a clear and careful analysis of
the Beit Yosef, on par with models employed by Rav Shalom Meshash and Rav Yaakov Hillel in their
Teshuvot, where he proves how the Shulchan Aruch does not follow that interpretation. Rav Bareli
adds a Klal from the Sdei Chemed that the Shulchan Aruch often mentions Halachot as an aside,
even if they are irrelevant, once he’s already discussing an issue. In this case, the Beracha to recite
on Jewish homes in a state of destruction is the true topic at hand, and Matziv Gevul Almanah is
merely a tangent. Moreover, it’s entirely appropriate for him to record this Halacha, as he is
instructing us to not recite the Beracha that some Rishonim might think we should recite.
Additionally, none of the Acharonim note how the Shulchan Aruch retracted what he wrote in Beit
Yosef, so that’s probably not the case.”

Why does the Shulchan Aruch give such deference for Rashi, though? Why doesn’t he just follow the
Rambam’s unequivocal position or at least the Rif’s? Rav Bareli answers that it’s not an
interpretation of Rashi that Maran is siding with. This is Rav Yosef Karo’s interpretation of the
Gemara and what he sees all the other Rishonim to also have interpreted, hence their silence in

5 Rav Melamed continues that even in previously settled areas, if one is amazed by a guided tour detailing the
history of the neighborhood and its growth or if a new neighborhood is built, perhaps even on a new building,
one could recite the Beracha. If one is unsure, one can read it out of the Gemara, he writes. The main point is
that seeing the fulfillment of the prophecies of the Neviim should be so exciting, so one could at least recite it
on the first time one sees these new structures in existing neighborhoods, but not after that.

Even Rav Elyashiv who claimed that the Beracha was not relevant nowadays (He’arot ad loc.), ruled
that one could recite it on the grand rebuilding of the Churva synagogue. R’ Simcha Rabinovitz (Piskei
Teshuvot 224:9) confirms that one who recites the Beracha nowadays on in Eretz Yisrael has what to rely on.
Rav Yehudah Amichai (Emunat Itecha issue 58 page 38) points out that each Yishuv would need a new
Beracha, and that the location depends on places that are considered part of Eretz Yisrael, independent of
obligations in Mitzvot HaTeluyot baAretz. See also Mishneh Halachot (vol. 10 Siman 75).

6 Footage of these occasions is readily available on YouTube, just click the links above.
7 See Halacha Berurah ibid


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=38HOftf9DSw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gashsmxl1IU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AAVIg694XTc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEwWdse0F8g

terms of limits for this Halacha. In fact, that’s why, in the Beit Yosef, he first presents this approach
and then writes “"wn2n3 121" - that this is also what Rashi writes - because it’s not Rashi whom
he’s relying on, but, rather, his interpretation of the Gemara itself.

In an article in HaMaayan (Tishri 5771), HaRav Bareli discusses how even among those who permit
reciting, many say it's only applicable in practice if the homes are owned by people who are fully
observant. He cites several accounts of Gedolei Yisrael reciting the Beracha in a variety of situations
and weighs the veracity of the anecdotes.8 In the journal Tzohar (issue 36) he notes how the
Beracha can be seen as a Berachot of Galut, Geulah, or relevant only to the era of the Beit
HaMikdash. Finally, after writing all these articles and doing much detailed and careful research, he
compiled it all into a pamphlet on the topic. Upon HaRav Bareli’s installation as rabbi of Asa’el, Rav
David Lau recited the Beracha beshem umalchut and said the last time he did so was 19 years
before at the beginning of Modiin.

We should merit to be able to recite this Beracha according to all opinions.
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8 He notes how Rav Tzvi Yehuda’s line about doubts in faith being somewhat exaggerated, as Safek Berachot
Lehakel trumps even Da’at Maran. One should also take now how the Abuderhem views the Beracha as an
expression of gratitude to HaKadosh Baruch Hu for keeping us standing in Galut even in our diminished state,
and the Sefer HaPardes believes it to only be relevant to houses still standing from the times of Bayit Sheni
that weren’t destroyed by Titus. In other words, Almanah is the old Yishuv.


https://amhasefer.wordpress.com/2018/04/18/%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%9B%D7%AA-%D7%9E%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%91-%D7%92%D7%91%D7%95%D7%9C-%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%A0%D7%94-%D7%91%D7%91%D7%A0%D7%99-%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%A7-%D7%97%D7%95%D7%99%D7%94-%D7%A9%D7%91%D7%94/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W8InRBiYQ6BKCv9BnC1RcXhvY_d6jNbq/view
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