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Birkat HaOre’ach
The Guest’s Blessing in Birkat HaMazon
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The Chachamim instituted an addition to Birkat HaMazon for one to recite when he is eating a meal
in someone else's home known as "Birkat HaOreach" or "Birkat Ba'al HaBayit," as the guest (the
Oreach) recites it as a blessing for the host (the Baal HaBayit).l' When Zimmun meant that one
person recited Birkat HaMazon on everyone's behalf, preference was given to the guest, so he could
insert the Beracha for his host, hence the Talmudic imperative "Ba'al HaBayit Botzea veOreach
Mevarech."2 Nowadays that everyone recites Birkat HaMazon to himself, this preference isn't as
strong, as every guest should be adding it in his own Birkat HaMazon, anyway.3! Additionally, the
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host can choose to forgo this blessing, if he so chooses, and designate someone else to recite the
Zimmun, such as himself.1

Although the text of the Beracha extant in the Gemaral® is shorter than the one printed in the
Siddurim,® the Rambam!4 actually writes how one may adjust the Nusach as he pleases, by adding
or subtracting. Indeed, the Sepharadic text is remarkably longert® and there are special additions for
wedding meals and Brit Milah meals.[¥l The Rambam's formulation indicates that he sees it as

an extension of the fourth Beracha of Birkat HaMazon, HaTov veHaMeitiv, so the Brisker Rav and
others would recite it immediately after leOlam al Yachasreinu,[!% but Sepharadim insert it after the
last Harachaman.'l Nevertheless, some Poskim do recommend only reciting the text from the
Gemara.['4 Essentially, all the Harachamans are an extension of the last Beracha, so there are
some who say one need not answer Amen until the very end of the Harachamans.3l True, this is
also a personal request, but it's still permissible to recite it on Shabbat, as it is a set Nusach.[4

If there are numerous sponsors of the meal, one should pluralize the Beracha and its many
references.!¥ If there is only a hostess and not a host, then one changes everything to the female
version.[8l

Fundamentally, the Beracha teaches us that, if for a loaf of bread we have to express such gratitude
in the form of prayer, all the more so do we have to pray on behalf of those who do us much grander
favors. It's a Mitzvah and Hashem will repay us!!?! One should give the cup to a guest who won't be
embarrassed to lead the Zimmun, so that it can be a Mitzvah done with complete Simcha and not
anxiety over a display of incompetence.[8l Some aren't so diligent in reciting this Beracha, but it
should be emphasized, even though it might be covered by one of the Ashkenazi Harachamans. In
fact, the Sepharadic text has it twice!'&l

As a rule of thumb, the basic definition of a guest for these purposes is one who is not paying for this
meal.2% Therefore, children,’21 grandchildren,22, yeshiva students, Kollel Avrechim,28l and wedding
guests should all recite Birkat HaOreach. Some say that if the host isn't present that one isn't
obligated to recite it,24l while others recommend reciting Birkat HaOreach in any event.[25

comparison of versions in Alei Hadas

1. Berachot 46a, 46b, Shulchan Aruch Orach (Miluim page 49). See also Rav Elyashiv's
Chaim 201:2 He'arot to Berachot 46a for some

2. Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim 201:2 explanations of the phrases.

3. Chesed LeAlafim 193-202:17, Aruch 9. Piskei Teshuvot 201:1
HaShulchan Orach Chaim 201:3-4, Ben 10. Teshuvot veHanhagot vol. 2 Siman 122,
Ish Chai (Shanah Aleph, Parashat Even HaAzel Hilchot Berachot 2:7, HaRav
Shelach 24, He'arot of Rav MiBrisk vol. 4 page 467
Elyashiv Berachot 46a, Vezot HaBeracha 11. VeZot HaBeracha page 144 in the name
page 144, Piskei Teshuvot 201:1 of Rav Mordechai Eliyahu

4. Rama Orach Chaim 201:2 12. VeZot HaBeracha page 144 quoting Rav

5. Berachot 46a Elyashiv, Piskei Teshuvot 201:1

6. Machatzit HaShekel 1, Kaf 13. Teshuvot veHanhagot vol. 2 Siman 122.
HaChaim Orach Chaim 201:15 Kaf HaChaim Orach Chaim 189:10 says

7. Rambam Hilchot Berachot 2:7 some say VeNomar Amen for the

8. Kaf HaChaim Orach Chaim 201:12. See accompanying Malachim to respond.
Lev Aharon (Boaron) vol. 1 Siman 13 Ot 14. Shiurei Beracha Orach Chaim 188, Yabia
40 who notes how there are various Omer (vol. 8 Orach Chaim Siman41 Ot 4,
nuschaot, many include a beracha for the Yechave Da'at vol. 1 Siman 54
guest also in ruchaniut and/or gashmiut - 15. Ben Ish Chai (Shanah Aleph, Chukat 18),
and says you shouldn't change our Kaf HaChaim Orach Chaim 201:12)
nusach as it does draw from many 16. Divrei Benayahu vol 20 Orach Chaim
versions and is the minhag. Ateret Avot Siman 8
(vol. 1 12:32, page 256) records a 17. Chesed LeAlafim 193-202:17. R’ Eliezer

Moroccan text, as well, and there is a Papo (ibid) notes how one must exert
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18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

effort to learn the Beracha if he does not
know how. The Elyah Rabba (Orach
Chaim 187:1, 201:2) writes how the word
"Et" in "Uverachta et Hashem Elokecha"
comes to include the host, so one better
be able to add the Berachal!

Kaf HaChaim Orach Chaim 201:15
Vezot HaBeracha page 188 in the name
of Rav Chaim Pinchas Scheinberg and
Rav Mordechai Eliyahu respectively.

Magen Avraham 201:2, Mishnah Berurah
201:7. Aruch HaShulchan Orach Chaim
201:2 explains that when one pays for the
meal, he becomes the Baal HaBayit, so
he doesn’t recite the beracha. Torat
HaYeshiva page 107

Magen Avraham 201:2, Kaf
HaChaim Orach Chaim 201:11, 13, and
17.

Divrei Benayahu vol. 20 Orach Chaim
Siman 9, Avnei Derech vol. 7 Siman 34.
Note how the latter does not consider a
son to be a guest.

23.

24.

25.

Ohr LeTzion vol. 2 Perek 46 Seif 33.
Chacham Ben Tzion adds that one should
omit "Baalei HaBayit" and only say
"Baalei HaSeudah" and keep the donors
in mind. Torat HaYeshiva page 107,
Divrei Benayahu vol. 5 Orach Chaim
Siman 4, primarily in Ot 8. Vezot
HaBeracha page 143 quotes Rav
Mordechai Eliyahu and Rav Elyashiv who
thought it's not a requirement. Rav
Ovadia (Shulchan HaMaarechet vol. 1
(Aleph, 67)) still recommends it, even
though the Roshei Yeshiva are probably
not concerned.

Shulchan Aruch HaRav Orach Chaim
201:4, Piskei Teshuvot 201:1
Rav Elchanan Prince (Avnei Derech vol.
3 Siman 84) reports that Rav Avigdor
Nebenzal holds one must recite it even if
he's paying, and Rav Prince himself
recommends doing so in any case.
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