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1) Avos, Chapter 3, Mishna 9 & 10

R. Hanina b. Dosa said: anyone whose fear of sin Precedes his IRV NRW 92 IR ROIT 12 RI°27 920
wisdom, his wisdom is enduring, but anyone whose wisdom precedes | 117w 231 NR»PNM NI NN NATP
his fear of sin, his wisdom is not enduring. NNPPNM NN PR IR NRT? DT
He [also] used to say: anyone whose deeds exceed his wisdom, his ANNITA 121N PRWINY 2 MK T R
wisdom is enduring, but anyone whose wisdom exceeds his deeds, PRWYRA 72177 NI 91 NRPNN NN
his wisdom is not enduring. NNPPNN ANNOM PR
He [also] used to say: anyone from whom the spirit of [his fellow-] 1127 1M NPT MW 92 IR T R
creatures derives satisfaction, from him the spirit of the all-present N2 M PRY 921 132°%7 73 2190 N
[too] derives satisfaction. But anyone from whom the spirit of [his 13177 M3 PR M PRI M
fellow-] creatures derives no satisfaction, from him the spirit of the

all-present [too] derives no satisfaction.
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to tempt you and cause you to err in );our own soul. [’1“{1:3
evil inclination] will say to you:

“Find favor “l am so happy that you have reached such a
L"u:: fres of  state, that your faith is strong and your heart

is undivided toward God. You have already at-

tained a degree of piety unequaled by anyone else in your
generation. This is more than enough of an expression of
your gratitude to the Creator for His kindness and grace.
You should also conduct yourself so as to fulfill some of
your obligations to human beings. For, as you know, they
can further your interests or bring you harm; and, as you
have found out, if they are pleased with you, you will have
honor, but if they are angry with you, you are headed for
oblivion.

“You should therefore try to do what will please them,
so as to win their favor. As our Masters, of blessed mem-
ory, said: ‘Anyone in whom the spirit of his fellow creatures
takes pleasure, the spirit of the Omnipresent takes pleasure’
(Avos 3:10)."”

Answer it [this way]:

“What good will it do me to find favor with one who is
as weak as I am, who does not have the power either to
help or to harm me, as Scripture says: ‘Forget about man,
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whose breath is in his nostrils, for of what account is he?
(Yeshayahu 2:22). Even if such a debt did exist, how could
I satisfy all my contemporaries, when I cannot satisfy the
members of my household, much less other people?

“As to what you quoted from the sayings of our Masters,
of blessed memory, it does not imply an obligation to at-
tempt to please all people. Rather, its meaning is like what
one of the wise men said to his son in his will: ‘My son,
it is impossible for you to win the favor of all people. Try,
rather, to win God’s favor, and He will make you pleasing to
people,’ as it is written: ‘When God is pleased with a man’s
ways, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him’
(Mishlei 16:7).

“Moreover, if someone is admired and praised by all peo-
ple, young and old, and his deeds are pleasing to them, this
is proof that God, may He be exalted, has sown love for him
in people’s hearts and given him the good name that is on
their tongues. It is something that the Creator does not do
for those who hate Him; it is clear and powerful proof that
God is pleased with this person.

“But that a pious person should strive and labor to gain
the praise of men for his service of God is not in accord
with the code of conduct of the pious.”

Beware, therefore, of this and other such attempts of the
evil inclination to entice you, for it seeks to lead you along
on this road, until it has brought you down into the trap
of hypocrisy. When it praises you, answer it [as follows]:

“What Is it that you commend me for — that I am aware
of my obligations to God? On the contrary, this is a claim
that God has against me, since I fail to act in accordance

with my awareness.

“And even if I were to do so, would all of it be an ad-
equate expression of gratitude to the Creator, May He be
exalted, for the smallest of His favors toward me? After all,
what is the measure of my days compared to the measure
of the days of the universe? Yet not even all of those would
be [time] enough to tell of the Creator's favors toward me].
How much less, then, is it possible for me to repay what
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gratate yourself with men and exert
yourself to find favor in their eyes and flatter them and
reveal your wisdom and righteousness to them in order to
gain their love. And it will substantiate its argument with
the words of the Rabbis (Avos 3:10): “All who find favor in
the eyes of their fellowmen find favor in the eyes of God.”
All these are false proofs, the theory itself being founded
in pride. The truth is as the Scripture states (Mishlei 16:7):
“When Hashem desires a man’s ways, his foes, too, make
peace with him.” This is how the matter is to be under-
stood: If a man does not praise himself before others and
does not attempt to find favor in their eyes when he does
his good deeds, and, in spite of this, is beloved by them,
this is strong proof that the Holy One Blessed be He loves
him, and has sowed love for him in the hearts of men and
given him a good name on their tongues. And the truth is
that many men are beloved by their fellowmen and de-
spised by the Holy One Blessed be He, when they do not
fulfill the mitzvos. For the Holy One Blessed be He loves
only those who study Torah and abide by it.



