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.R. Yosef ben R. Moshe al - Ashkar was born ca. 1470 in the city of Seville in Spain to a renowned rabbinical family
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R. Moshe Almosnino was born ca. 1518 in Salonika, where he served as the local rabbi
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.R. Yehudah ben R. Shmuel He — Chasid (the Pious) of Speyer was born ca. 1140
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The Lubavitcher Rebbe - Heeding the Cry of a Child (7
The Alter Rebbe shared his house with his oldest married son, Rabbi Dov Ber (who later succeeded him as the Mitteler
Rebbe). Rabbi Dov Ber was known for his unusual power of concentration. Once, when Rabbi Dov Ber was engrossed in
learning, his baby, sleeping in its cradle nearby, fell out and began to cry. The infant’s father did not hear the baby’s cries.
But the infant’s grandfather, the Alter Rebbe, also engrossed in his studies in his room on the upper floor at the time, most
certainly did. He interrupted his studies, went downstairs, picked the baby up, soothed it and replaced it in its cradle.
Through all this Rabbi Dov Ber remained quite oblivious. Subsequently, the Alter Rebbe admonished his son: “No matter
how engrossed one may be in the loftiest occupation, one must never remain insensitive to the cry of a child.”

This story has been transmitted to us from generation to generation; I heard it from my father-in-law of saintly memory. It
was handed down because of the lasting message it conveys, one which is particularly pertinent to our time. It
characterizes one of the basic tenets of the Chabad-Lubavitch movement -to hearken to the cry of our distressed Jewish
children.

Rabbi Rakeffet - Rothkoff, The Rav: The World of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Volume 2. P. 41 (8

Finally Reb Chaim came. He was just the opposite of his
father. He was a democrat from head to toe. A real plebeian. He
was gregarious and fond of all people. It did not matter whether
they were intelligent or dull, rich or poor, observant or nonobser-
vant. Reb Chaim was particularly in love with children. The great

Reb Chaim cm_ﬂd corpmunicate with children in‘a way that only a Once, Reb Chaim played horses with them and the children
mother can. Brisk residents used to see Reb Chaim surrounded by . . .

. . g got tired and hungry. They told Reb Chaim that they would tie
little boys. He would play games with them. Once, it is a true hi the tr hile th h k. Reb Chai
story, Reb Chaim came out of his house and found a group of m o 1€ tree whtle they went home to gct a s;lac * aim
children waiting for him. “What do you want?” he asked the Safd al,l right. They tied him to the tree with a few good lf"wts_
youngsters. “We would like to play horses,” was the reply. “Nu, so sa:lprs knots_. They went home and for‘got about Reb Chaim and
why don’t you play?” Reb Chaim asked. They responded that their horse tied to the tree, The gabbai of the shul came out and
nobody wanted to be the horse. They all want to be the drivers or $aw Reb Chaim tied to the tree. All this happened in front of the
the passengers. Reb Chaim immediately volunteered to be the shul. The gabbai said he would take a knife and cut the ropes. Reb
horse. He was roped, and the little children forced the horse to Chaim refused, because he did not want to disappoint the child-
move on. ren. He insisted that the gabbai bring the children to untie him.



