FREEWILL AND FOREKNOWLEDGE

Sponsored by Jake and Karen Abilevitz in memory of Jake’s Beloved Parents, "'t 2:772K n2 782 & 2''1 2K 32 WK

and Karen’s brother %'7 27 1waw ja ywim
1) Avos, Chapter 3, Mishna 15

Everything is foreseen

But the right [of choice] is granted,

And the world is judged with goodness,

And everything is in accordance with the preponderance of [man's] deed[s].
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One might ask: Since The Holy One, blessed be He, knows everything that will
occur before it comes to pass, does He or does He not know whether a person
will be righteous or wicked?

If He knows that he will be righteous, [it appears] impossible for him not to be
righteous. However, if one would say that despite His knowledge that he would
be righteous, it is possible for him to be wicked, then His knowledge would be
incomplete.

Know that the resolution to this question [can be described as]: "Its measure is
longer than the earth and broader than the sea." Many great and fundamental
principles and lofty concepts are dependent upon it. However, the statements
that | will make must be known and understood [as a basis for the
comprehension of this matter].

As explained in the second chapter of Hilchot Yesodei HaTorah, The Holy One,
blessed be He, does not know with a knowledge that is external from Him as do
men, whose knowledge and selves are two [different entities]. Rather, He, may
His name be praised, and His knowledge are one.

Human knowledge cannot comprehend this concept in its entirety for just as it is
beyond the potential of man to comprehend and conceive the essential nature
of the Creator, as [Exodus 33:20] states: "No man will perceive, Me and live," so,
too, it is beyond man's potential to comprehend and conceive the Creator's
knowledge. This was the intent of the prophet's [Isaiah 55:8] statements: "For
My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor your ways, My ways."

Accordingly, we do not have the potential to conceive how The Holy One,
blessed be He, knows all the creations and their deeds. However, this is known
without any doubt: That man's actions are in his [own] hands and The Holy One,
blessed be He, does not lead him [in a particular direction] or decree that he do
anything.

This matter is known, not only as a tradition of faith, but also, through clear
proofs from the words of wisdom. Consequently, the prophets taught that a
person is judged for his deeds, according to his deeds - whether good or bad.
This is a fundamental principle on which is dependent all the words of prophecy.
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