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The Timing of Aleinu When Praying in Ashkenazi Minyanim
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Shu"t VaYashov HaYam (vol. 1 Siman 5), Shu"t Birkat Ephraim (Ben Porat, vol. 1 Siman 5), Yalkut Yosef Kitzur
Shulchan Aruch 132:20, Halacha Berurah 132:15, and many others conclude that one should not recite Aleinu
with the Tzibbur for Halachic and Kabbalistic reasons. Rather, one should recite it in the proper place. Rav Ben
Tzion Abba Shaul is quoted as saying to recite it twice, but his position has been roundly rejected. Ashkenazi
Poskim hold that one should always participate with the Tzibbur.
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Berachot 20b — Baal Keri, yoshev batel hetter to say ks
Rosh — Bahag extends to KS even if already yotze ks

BY adds Rokeach says to say 2whole thing if mamash not doing anything, but it's just an etzah tovah
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http://www.otzar.org/wotzar/book.aspx?50946&pageid=P0039

SA OC 65:2 — passerby should say first Pasuk of shema with the tzibur so you don’t give the appearance of
somebody who doesn’t want to accept ol malchut shamayim. Also if you're in middle of something else, if you
can interrupt. If you can’t interrupt, say what you’re up to in the same niggun as the Tzibbur.

MB — same with anything the Tzibbur says like ashrei nad aleinu, as it's derech eretz
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Ashkenazim should say with the Sepharadim, but Sepharadim should not change the order. Some
say the should still recite Aleinu now in addition, but others disagree.
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1. Basic Mekorot
a. Clearly KS is exceptional in that from one’s niggun, voice, and movements, it’s
indicative of what he’s doing
b. Reisha of Maran is Yoshev batel, seifah is osek betikkunei tefillah
¢. Until Maran, we never heard of this din by anything but KS
2. Other Tefilot



a. Other Rishonim quote a Gaon with the same diyuk as the Bahag and extending it to
other tefillot like ashrei

b. MGA quotes them, Machatzit HaShekel adds in Aleinu leshabeiach, MB quotes them
on the reisha of the seif, davka, because that’s the half of the seif Maran is discussing
Yoshev Batel. i.e. it doesn’t apply in the seifah where he’s osek betefillah

c. Maran probably agrees to this other Gaon’s din also, probably as etzah tovah

d. The Gemara’s point about dinim DO is irrelevant here, as it was derived tangentially
from the sugya

Summary - all derech Eretz and about yoshe batel, firstmpasuk is for osek if he can
interrupt.

a. therefore, good to stand for aleinu also

Maskana, no
Covering head with tallit among Ashkenazi bachurim -geshmak

a. Arizal and other Sepharadi Poskim say one has to cover his head with his Tallit for
the entire Tefillah

b. In contrast, Ashkenazi Bachurim mostly don’t even wear a Tallit, let along cover
their heads, so the Sepharadim will definitely stand out

c. Eitzah Tovah, Bachurim shouldn’t be machmir and observe Minhagei Ari that make
them stand out at all as a yachid among a Rabbim

i. Even though in this case it might even be Peshat Halacha, as well
ii. Don’t take this as a general rule, each thing needs a she’elah to a moreh
horaah

d. Private or non attention attracting things like Nussach do your own - everybody
knows that each Bachur davens keminhag avotav

e. General advisory, don’t get caught up in attraction seeking endeavors, making a big
deal out of small differences to get self-fulfillment and a false sense of success
instead of investing further in their learning. Other Bachurim get drawn into this
through peer pressure, like a little brother copying his older brother, and then they
get broken from being weaker.

f.  Purpose of Yeshiva is to build a lasting foundation for his spiritual future, through
learning, Yirat Shamayim, Tikkun HaMiddot, and Kiyum HaMitzvot, and nothing
more, like his friends. Anything else that distracts him from this goal is a ploy of the
Yetzer Hara. When he gets older, he can observe the praiseworthy Minhagim and
more the Minhagei HaMekkubalim behiddur. The Chida says the Ikar Avodah is to
keep the Ikarim and be mosif, no degrade the ikkar and keep the extra
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¢ No lo titgoedu by sepharadim and Ashkenazim but still relevant to the Keriat Shema sugya.
o Not just derech erettz but really Aleinu is the same as shema, as it's also malchut hashem,
e not shirking minhag avotav because they also have to do what the tzivvur is doing,

e haven't started Shir she'll yom yet,

e once you say it's like shema, arguments can be made to parallel,
e stam mistaber to do what the Tzibbur is doing because of Derech Eretz,

e doesn't mention any kabbalah
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1. Two issues - not bowing and not saying it with everybody
2. Starts off with the reasonings for Aleinu and tries to determine what the approach should

be based on the potential nafka minah
a. Bach vs. Shalmei Tzibbur

b. Marot Yesharim discusses the factor of how many times a day one says Aleinu as an

underlying drive for the shitot

c¢. Nowadays we do it for all Tefillot,

3. Then approaches the sugya from 21b one who comes late and should start if he can finish in
time to answer Modim to bow with the Tzibbur - same here, you need to bow so you don’t

look like a kofer



Then he starts the sugya in Berachot 20
a. Inone line says what R’ Yaakov Hillel spent paragraphs saying (different styles -
he’s not as careful as the latter) - the whole derech Eretz thing is only by yoshev
batel
b. Minchat Yitzchak vol. 9 Siman 8 says don’t have to say Aleinu with the Tzibbur
Not bowing in Aleinu is only a violation of a nice minhag, so you don’t look like a kofer, like
Berikh shemeh, so standing should be enough, because, unlike modim, not everybody bows
at the same time.
Side point about the Makor for the Ben Ish Chai
Kabbalistic issues also - Olamot go up and then down
a. So the Marot Yesharim’s conclusion to say Aleinu twice is unnecessary and causes
bilbul olamot
No Lo Titgodedu issues
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1. Don’t change if you're not Shaliach Tzibbur, but, if you are Shaliach Tzibbur, only change the
things that are recited out loud.

2. Assur to change one’s mivta.

Better not to be a Shaliach Tzibbur in other Minyanim, unless he has to

w
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Birkat Ephraim - halacha mga misplaced and aleonu Is a Reshut not chovah, kabbalah olamot, ohr
LeTzion wrong, same for Mincha and Arvit
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