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The custom in Sephardic communities such as the Iranian and Moroccan ones is for the Oleh
leTorah to declare before Barechu, “Hashem Imachem!” and for the Kehillah to respond “Yevarecha
Hashem!” similar to Boaz (Rut 2:4). At the conclusion of the Aliyah, prior to reciting the Beracha of
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Asher Natan Lanu, one declares “Emmet Toratenu HaKedosha” to affirm that he heard the Shaliach
Tzibbur read the Torah. Also, at the conclusion of the Haftarah, one declares “Goaleinu Hashem
Tzevakot Kedosh Yisrael,” before beginning the Berachot.

Rav Eliezer Papo (Chesed LaAlafim 135-150:19) points out one should say “Hashem” and not
Adnut, because it’s inappropriate to initiate with Hashem’s name. One should say it quietly to the
Baal Kore so he can respond Yevarechecha Hashem. The Chida explains that Boaz was always
thinking Divrei Torah, so he was exceptional. (Kaf HaChaim 139:35, Magen Avot Orach Chaim page
155, Halacha Berurah, etc.)

Although there is much Halachic basis to permit one to declare Emmet Toratenu HaKedoshah prior
to the concluding Beracha of Keriat HaTorah, Rav Ovadia (Yabia Omer 1:0C:9) recommends one
steer clear from controversy and refrain. However, Goaleinu may be recited since it’s already
become the widespread accepted custom. Rav Mijael Perets is less inclined to ask one to change his
existing custom regarding this, though. Some say Rav Ovadia was only speaking for Sepharadim,
meaning Edot HaMizrach, for whom the custom was not widespread, but for North Africans, who do
all have the custom, it should be fine to keep. (Divrei Shalom veEmmet) Others complain that
there’s no basis to distinguish between Goaleinu and this, but one could respond that it seems clear
that Keriat HaTorah is more Chamur.

Some compare this to Chazak Chazak, by the way. Apparently the Steipler used to say Chazak even
when he got the final Aliyah.
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1. It's not an issue of Hefsek between the Keriah and Beracha, because the Beracha isn’t
Semucha

2. Notan issue of speaking once the Sefer Torah is opened, because that primarily applies
during the Keriah itself, not even between the Berachot and Keriah

3. According to Maran, a Hefsek once one begins Keriat HaTorah doesn’t require a new
Beracha to continue, many Rishonim affirm that it’s like Birkot HaNehenin, just better not to
speak about devarim betelim.

4. Bigdiscussion in Beracha HaSemuchah, who holds what, and Nafka Minot. Running through
Rishonim, primarily Tosafots

5. Goaleinu is even better, because it’s a Pasuk and finishes the Haftarah off on a good note

a. Certainly Haftarah is no more strict than Keriat HaTorah

6. Rav Chaim Palagi was opposed to Emmet Toratenu, but he, Rav Eliyahu Mani, and the Kaf
HaChaim were ok with Goaleinum, since it’s been accepted

7. Nevertheless, there’s no need to say Emmet Toratenu, as it’s in the Beracha already. It’s
Muttar al pi Halacha, so one need not complain about those who do it
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